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Introduction 




In chess, as well as in other 
human activities each era 
follows its predilections, each 
period has its own perspectives 
and choices. Once everyone 
used to meet 1 d4 with 1 ... d5. 
Black fought for his rights in 
the centre, occupying it with 
pawns. The division of power 
was characteized by sym¬ 
metrical pawn structures. But 
through the years attitudes 
chanced and fashion changed 
with them. Aaron Nimzowitsch 
and some of his contemporaries 
conceived a new idea. They 
understood that the problem of 
the centre could be treated in a 
new, original manner: instead 
of occupying the centre with 
pawns they preferred to control 
it with pieces. 

This idea was the beginning 
of a long process of evolution. 
Years of experiment encouraged 
the exponents of this system and 
in the forties another step for¬ 
ward was made; a new concept 
evolved. The chess world was 


not quite aware of it until the 
end of the war, when the ex¬ 
change of ideas became easier 
and tournament practice threw 
more light on the new strategy 
of the centre. 

In the early phase of the game 
Black simply stopped worrying 
about the problem. He allowed 
White to build a full pawn cen¬ 
tre, hurrying at the same time 
with the development of his 
K-wing. Then Black tried to fix 
the centre, undermine it and 
destroy the pawn formation of 
his opponent. The King's 
Indian Defence was born. 

Many of its basic ideas we 
owe to the brilliant. Soviet 
grandmasters, Isaac Boleslavsky 
and David Bronstein, the 
pioneers of the system . Soon it 
became Black's most popular 
choice and in the following 
decades was in the repertoire of 
many leading grandmasters. 

Despite its complex appear¬ 
ance, the King's Indian is in 
reality a simple system. As a 
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Introduction 


1 

The Four Pawns Attack 


vm 

rule White plays on the Q-side, 
Black on the K-side, but the 
main theatre of action does not 
always follow that pattern. The 
action on the wings depend in a 
large measure upon the state of 
the centre. Here I can never em¬ 
phasize enough two general 
rules: as White keep the tension 
in the centre; as Black try to fix 
it as soon as possible! 

What I wish to explain to the 
reader is my personal ex¬ 
perience. I have been playing 
the King’s Indian for 25 years. I 
believe in the value of personal 
experience and wherever I could 
I based my assessments on the 
practical experience and 
analysis, This is the main reason 
why 1 have included some of my 
own games. 

This book explains the dilem¬ 
mas of the system through a 
series of annotated games, some 


of them chosen because they are 
excellently played, others 
because they contain illustrative 
errors. Naturally, special atten¬ 
tion has been paid to the open¬ 
ing phase of the game. It is my 
firm belief that only by analyz¬ 
ing the opening in its context we 
can learn how to assess correctly 
the positions which arise. Each 
opening, the King’s Indian in 
particular, is a part of a whoie, 
a germ growing into the com¬ 
plex structures of the middle- 
game. It cannot be separated 
and out of its context it can 
never be properly understood. 

With that in mind I decided 
to offer the reader and student 
of the King’s Indian Defence 
this collection of games. I hope 
that some day the reader will 
share my love for this system. 

Zagreb, January 1983 
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With these moves the basic 
position of the Four Pawns 
Attack is reached. White’s 
pawn mass in the centre looks 
menacing. It seems that White is 
ready to seize even more space 
by forcing Black to retreat. 
However, a somewhat deeper 
consideration will revise this in¬ 
itial assessment. White has in¬ 
vested four tempi in pawn 
moves, his pieces do not sup¬ 


port an immediate action and, 
what is more, he will not be 
ready to castle for a couple of 
moves. On the contrary, Black 
has developed his K-side and 
can castle immediately. He is 
ready for action. His standard 
idea is to play ... c5 now or on 
the next move. It is a logical 
continuation opening the long 
diagonal for his mighty 
fianchettoed bishop. White can 
continue 6 dxc5, which is met 
by 6 ... Qa5 and the threat 
... Nxe4 allows 7 ... Qxc5. To 
White’s 6 d5 Black will reply 
6 ... e6 followed by ... exd5 
and pressure on the “e” file. 
If White allows ... cxd4,mostof 
the central menace will dis¬ 
appear. 

Generally speaking, the mass 
of pawns in the centre is un¬ 
doubtedly dangerous, but ex¬ 
posed and subject to counter¬ 
blows. That is the basic reason¬ 
ing behind the position shown 
in the diagram. In this chapter 
there is analysis of: 
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Play the King's Indian Defence 


The Four Pawns A Hack 
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I. 5 ... c5 6 dxc5 in 
Keres-Fuderer, p. 2; 
Gelier-Gligoric, p. 4. 

II. 5 ... 0-0 6 Be2 c5 
7 Nf3 cxd4 in 
Stahl berg-Stein, p. 6; 
Fuderer-Gligoric, 
p. 8; 

Uhlmann-Geller, p. 10. 
III. 5 ... c5 6 d5 in 

Mariotti-Gligoric, p. 12; 
Shamis-Pelts p. 14; 
Keres-Spassky, p. 16; 
Szabo-Timman, p. 18; 
Pomar-Fischer, p. 20. 


i 

KERES-FUDERER 


Hastings 1954/5 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 


3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 e4 

d6 

5 f4 

c5 


Black usually castles and then 
plays ... c5. 5 ... c5 can 

transpose into other lines, but 
has a meaning of its own. 

6 dxc5 

(seefollowing diagram) 

6 d5 0-0 7 Bd3 e6 8 dxe6 
fxe6 9 Nge2 (or 9 g4 d5) 
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... Nc6 10 0-0 Nd4 is not 
advantageous. 


6 ... Qa5 

7 Bd3 

In Bucharest 1953 Tolush 
played against Raduleseu 7 Bd2 
Qxc5 8 b4, but instead of the 
weak 8 ... Qc6? Black could 
reply 8 ... Qxb4 9 Na4 Qa3 or 
perhaps 8 ... Qb6 with the in¬ 
tention of continuing 9 Nf3 
Ng4 10 Qe2 Qxb4. 

It is hardly necessary to add 
that 7 cxd6 would be met by 
Nxe4. 

7 ... Qxc5 

8 Nf3 Nc6 

9 Qe2 Bg4 

9 ... 0-0 will be analysed in 
the next game. 9 ... Nd7 10 Be3 
Bxc3 + 11 bxc3 Qa5 12 Rcl 

Nc5 13 Bbl Na4 14 Nd4 is not 
attractive. 


The critical stage of the game 
has been reached. By playing 
9 ... Bg4 Black was counting on 
different tactical possibilities 
based on the pin; 10 ... Qh5 
continues the theme. At first 
commentators gave 10 ... 
Bxf3 11 Qxf3 Qb4 as a better 
choice, but they must have been 
disappointed to discover that 
White can continue 12 0-0 0-0 
(but not 12 ... Qxb2 because of 
13 Nb5) 13 Rabl. 11 ... Nd4in 
this line was not helpful either: 

12 Qg3 e5 13 f5 with a clear 
advantage. 

However, later practice and 
analysis indicated that the 
pressure along another diagonal 
was much more promising. 
Black came to the conclusion 
that the right move at this point 
was 10 ... Qa5 intending 
110-0 Nd7 12 Qd2 Bxf3 

13 Rxf3 Nc5 (bad is 13 ... Bxc3 

14 bxc3 Nc5 because of 

15 Rbl) 14 Rcl 0-0 15 Bbl 
Qb4 and if 16 b3 then, naturally, 

16 ... a5. It will be seen how 
logical this positional continua¬ 
tion seems by comparison with 
the intricate tactical play in this 
game. 

11 0-0 Bxf3 

Theoretician Vukovic pro¬ 
posed as better 11 ... Nd7, hav¬ 
ing in mind 12 Nd5 (or 12 h3) 


Nd4. However, in that case 
White has the strong continua¬ 
tion 12 Qd2 Nc5 13 Be2 with a 
clear advantage. 

12 Rxf3 

12 Qxf3 is out of question 
because of 12 ... Ng4 followed 
by ... Nxe3. 

12 ... Ng4 

Now it is too late to play 
12 ... Nd7. White retains the 
advantage by 13 Nb5 0-0 
14 Qc2 Nc5 15 Be2. 

13 Rh3 Nd4 
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14 Bxd4 


The best. 14Qfl is met by 

14 ... Qc5, while 14 Qdl does 
not work because of 14 ... Nxe3 

15 Qa4-b b5 16 Nxb5 Qc5 
17 Nxd4+ Kf8 18 Nb3 Qb6. 

14... Bxd4 + 

15 Kfl Nxh2 + 

16 Kel Qg4 


10 Be3 


Qh5 
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Play the King \s Indian Defence 


The Four Pawns Attack 


5 


Black has played ingeniously. 
Still, an objective analysis 
shows that he is in trouble. 
17 Kdl Bxc3 18 bxc3 Qxf4 
19 g3 Qg4 20 Rxh2 Qxg3 is 
quite good for Black, while 
17 Nd5 Rc8 18 Kdl e6 is level, 
but 17 Nb5 (avoiding 

17 ... Bxc3) is definitely in 
White’s favour: 17 ... Bb6 

18 Kdl and now after 

18 ... Qxf4 19 g3 Qg4 20 Rxh2 
Qxg3 21 Kc2 Black has no com¬ 
pensation as White’s pawn 
structure has not been 
damaged. 

Keres now played the losing 
move and no further comment 
is necessary. This game was 
chosen for its instructive open¬ 
ing. Black is often tempted to 
play for tactical chances as 
Fuderer did, but the analysis 
does not support such strategy. 
The text shows rather convinc¬ 
ingly Black should turn to the 
positional solution with 
10 ... Qa5. 

The game continued: 

17 Qd2Qxh3 18 gxh3 Nf3 + 

19 Ke2 Nxd2 20 Kxd2 Bxc3 + 
21 Kxc3 e5 22 RflKe7 23 f5f6 
24 Be2 Rac8 25 b4 b5 26 Kb3 
gxf5 27 Rxf5 Rhg8 28 cxb5 
Rg3 + 29 Rf3 Rxf3+ 30 Bxf3 
d5 31 Bg4 Rf8 32 Bf5 dxe4 
33 Kc3 Rg8 34 a4 Rg3 + 35 
Kc2 e3 36 Kd3 e2 + 37 Kxe2 


Rb3 38 Bxh7 Rxb4 39 Bc2 Rh4 
40 Kd3 Rxh3 + 41 Kc4 Kd6 42 
Kb4 e4 43 Kc4 f5 44 a5 Ke5 45 
b6 axb6 46 axb6 f4 47 Ba4 f3 
48 Bb5 Rh8 49 Kc3 Rb8. White 
resigned. 

GELLER-GLIGORIC 


Interzonal 1952 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 

g 6 

3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 e4 

d6 

5 f4 

c5 

6 dxc5 



After 6 d5 0-0 7 Bd3 e6 
8 Nge2 exd5 9 exd5 Keres - 
Panno, Los Angeles 1963, con¬ 
tinued 9 ... Nh5 10 0—0 f5 and 
although Black had some prob¬ 
lems, he prevented White’s 
action based on f5. 

6 ... Qa5 

7 Bd3 Qxc5 

8 Nf3 Nc6 

9 Qe2 0-0 

This is another approach. 
Black gives up the idea of play¬ 
ing ... Bg4. 

10 Be3 Qa5 

10 ... Qh5 is also possible, in¬ 
tending 11 0-0 Ng4. If 11 h3 
then still 11 ... Ng4 12 Bd2 
Nd4. Gligoric’s solution is of a 


different kind. Having opened 
the long diagonal, he wants to 
put pressure on the black 
squares. 

11 0-0 Ng4 

Gligoric was young in those 
days. In later years he would 
certainly have preferred 

11 ... Bg4 followed by ... Nd7 
and ... Bxf3 if necessary. It is 
not that 11 ... Ng4 is a bad 
move, but Black is heading into 
tactical complications when he 
should be sticking to the clear 
positional play begun by 

10... Qa5. 

12 Bd2 

On 12 Bel even 12 ... f5 is 
possible. Now 12 ... Nd4 

13 Nxd4 Bxd4 + 14 Khl Qh5 
15 h3 Nf6 16 Qxh5 Nxh5 
17 Kh2 gives White a comfort¬ 
able game, but having played 
11 ... Ng4 Black should have 
continued 12 ... Qb6+ and 

... Qxb2 with unclear play. 

12 ... Nb4 

This cannot be good simply 
because it is not natural. Black’s 
knights have left their natural 
positions for only temporary 
threats. 

13 Nd5 Qc5 + 

14 Khl 

(see following diagram) 
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Now it is evident that 

14 ... Nxd3 15 Qxd3 Nf2 + 
16 Rxf2 Qxf2 17 Rfl Qc5 
18 b4 loses and Black is forced 
to accept unattractive solutions. 
It is very instructive how every 
attempt at tactical play misses 
the point and rebounds on 
Black. 

14 ... Nxd5 

15 cxd5 Bd7 

Black cannot grab the pawn: 

15 ... Bxb2 16 RabJ Bg7 17 h3 
Nf6 18 Rfcl. 

16 h3 

Against Gereben in the 
Amsterdam Olympiad 1954, 
Keres punished Black’s previous 
mistakes by 16 Racl Qb6 17 e5 
Rac8 18 e6 fxe6 19 dxe6 Rxcl 
20 Bxcl Bc6 21 Nh4 with a 
crushing attack. 

16 ... Nf6 

17 b4 Qb6 

18 Rabl 
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Play the King’s Indian Defence 


Geller’s moves are too mild. 
He should have played 18 Be3. 

18 ... Rfc8 

19 Be3 Qd8 

20 Kh2 a6 

21 Nd4 

White is still planning to get 
some advantage from the 
position when the best course is 
to maintain the balance. 

21 Rbcl was necessary. 

21 ... Rc3 

22 Rbdl 

There was still time for 

22 Rbcl. 

22 ... Ba4 

23 Rd2 Rac8 

24 Qf3 

Following his attacking in¬ 
stinct Geller prepares for e5, but 
the plan is illusory. 

24 ... Nd7 

25 Qf2 Ra3 

White is forced on to the 
defensive. 26 ... Rcc3 is 
threatened. 

26 Ne2 Bc3 

Winning the exchange, as 
27 Nxc3 Rcxc3 28 Qe2 Bb5 is 
even worse. 

27 Bbl Bxd2 28 Bxd2 Bc2 
29 f5 Nf6 30 fxg6 hxg6 31 Bel 
Rd3 32 Qh4 Bxbl 33 Bg5 Rc2 


34 Nf4 Rdd2 35 Rxbl Qb6 
36 Rgl Qd4 37 Rel Nh5 
38 Rgl Qxe4. White resigned. 

II 

STAHLBERG-STEIN 
Erevan 1965 


1 c4 Nf6 

2 Nc3 g6 

3 d4 Bg7 

4 e4 0-0 

5 Be2 d6 

6 f4 c5 

At this point there is an alter¬ 
native — 6 ... e5 7 fxe5 dxe5 

8 d5 c5. Encyclopaedia of 
Chess Openings gives the 
position as equal, but many 
players would prefer the White 
pieces. However, White can 
play a different order of moves 
with 5 f4 and 6 Nf3 instead of 
Be2, in which case ... e5 is 
dubious: 7 fxe5 dxe5 8 d5 c5 

9 Bg5 h6 10 Bh4 g5 11 Bg3 
Nh5 12 Bf2 (but not 12 Bxe5 
g4 13 Bxg7 Kxg7) or 10 ... Qb6 
11 Qd2 Nh5 12 Bf2 Nd7 13 g3 
with a clear advantage. 

7 Nf3 

(see folio wing diagram) 

Today this is a rare move, but 
in the fifties and sixties it was 
much played. In playing it 


The Four Pawns A ttack 


1 



White expresses his belief in the 
strength of his centralized 
pieces. The drawback of the 
move is that White has not yet 
castled which allows Black to 
use the precious tempo to 
achieve strong counterplay. 

7 ... cxd4 

8 Nxd4 Na6 

The knight is heading for c5 
with pressure on e4. 

9 Be3 

Matanovic proposed 9 Bf3 
Nc5 10 Nb3 as better, but 
Boleslavsky pointed out that 
Black can continue 9 ... Bg4 
10 Be3 Qc8 11 b3 Bxf3 
12 Qxf3 Nb4 13 0-0 Ng4 

9 ... Nc5 

10 Bf3 Bh6 

In tournament practice 
10 ... Nfd7 11 Nde2 Nb6 12 b3 
e5 was played successfully too, 


but Stein’s move looks more 
natural. 

11 Nb3 

Rabar proposed 11 Nc2 in 
order to meet 11 ... e5 by 12 f5, 
while Boleslavsky analysed 
11 Qd2 e5 12 Nde2 exf4 

13 Nxf4 with equal play. 

11 ... e5 

This sharp move probably 
came as a surprise to Stahlberg. 

12 Nxc5 

12 Bxc5 dxc5 13 Qxd8 Rxd8 

14 fxe5 Ng4 is not at all appeal¬ 
ing. 

12 ... exf4 

13 Bf2 dxc5 

14 Bxc5 

The further course of the 
game would indicate that the 
exchange of queens was a better 
solution. 
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Play the King’s Indian Defence 


The Four Pawns A ttack 
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14 ... Nd7 

A beautiful move, offering 
the exchange for attacking pros¬ 
pects. 

15 Bxf8 Qh4 + 

16 Kd2 

16 Kfl is no better. 

16 ... Bxf8 

17 Qel Qe7 

18 Kc2 Ne5 

19 Rcl 

Whatever White does, his 
weakness on the black squares 
will be exploited by the black- 
squared bishop. 

19 ... Bg7 

20 NdS Qc5 

21 Qgl 

Or 21 Qe2 Nxc4 22 Kbl b5. 

21 ... Qxc4 + 

22 Kbl Qd3 + 

23 Rc2 Be6 

24 Be2 

This is bad, but 24 Qfl Qd4 
or 24 Qdl Qa6 would keep up 


the pressure. 


24 ... 

Qxe4 

25 Nc3 

Qf5 

26 Qel 

Nc6 

27 Kal 

Nb4 

28 Rd2 

Nxa2 


Finally reaping his reward. 


29 Nxa2 

Qa5 

30 Bc4 

Bxc4 

31 Qxc4 

Qxd2 

32 Rbl 

Rd8 

33 Nc3 

Qxg2 

34 Ne4 

h6 

35 Qc7 

Rd3 

36 Ka2 

Qxe4. 

White resigned. 



FUDERER-GLIGORIC 
Yugoslav Championship 1953 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 

g6 

3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 e4 

d6 

5 Be2 

0-0 

6 f4 

c5 

7 Nf3 

cxd4 


There are two other pos¬ 
sibilities: (i) 7 ... Qa5 8 0-0 
Nc6 9 d5 Nd4 10 Khl forces 
Black into dubious alternatives; 
(ii) 7 ... Bg4 8 dxc5 Qa5 9 Ng5 
Bxe2 10 Qxe2 h6 11 e5 dxe5 
12 fxe5 hxg5 13 exf6 Bxf6 
14 Bd2 Qxc5 15 Ne4 Qb6 
16 Nxf6+ exf6 17 0-0-0 Nc6 
18 h4 with advantage, 
Ageichenko-Dvoretzky 1966. 

8 Nxd4 Nc6 

The most popular continua¬ 
tion and at the same time the 
most logical, because it exerts 
maximum pressure on the 
centre. 


9 Be3 

9 Nc2 is too mild. After 
9 ... Be6 10 0-0 Rc8 11 f5 Bd7 
12 g4 Ne5 13 g5 Ne8 14 Nd5 
there is 14 ... e6 15 f6 exd5 
16 fxg7 Nxg7 17 cxd5 f5, ac¬ 
cording to an old analysis by 
Bondarevsky. In the event of 

11 Be3 a6 12 Rcl Qa5 13 Khl 
b5 or 12 Qel Na5 13 b3 b5 
Black has an active game. 

9 ... Nd7 

Many continuations have 
been examined at this point. 
9 ... Qb6 10 Nc2 Qa5 11 0-0 
Nd7 12 Bd2 is in White’s 
favour, while 9 ... Bd7 is clearly 
too passive to be taken into 
serious consideration. Much 
better and more to the point is 

9 ... e5 forcing simplification: 

10 Nxc6 bxc6 11 fxe5 dxe5 

12 Qa4 (or 12 0-0 Qc7 13 Qel 
Be6 14 Qh4 Nd7 15 b3 Rfe8 

16 Radi Bf8, as in Krzishik- 
Marovic, Yugoslav Champion¬ 
ship 1963, or 12 Bc5 Re8 

13 Qxd8 Rxd8 14 Rfl Ne8 
15 Be7 Rd7 16 Ba3 Nc7 
Karaklajic-Nemet, Y ugoslav 
Championship 1962, with an 
equal game in both cases). 
12 ... Bg4 13 Rdl Qb8 14 Rd2 
Bxe2 15 Rxe2 Qd6 16 0-0 Ng4 

17 Rdl Qe7 with an approxi¬ 
mately equal game, Panno- 
Gligoric, Los Angeles 1963. 


The text move is not bad, but 
it is certainly not the best that 
the position offers. 

10 0-0 Nxd4 

Instead of castling, White 
could have continued 10 Qd2 
Nc5 11 0-0 Qa5 12 Radi cr 
Rfdl, but then 12 ... Nxd4 
13 Bxd4 e5 simplifies into an 
equal position. However, in 
castling immediately White 
allowed a disagreeable pos¬ 
sibility — 10 ... Qb6, which is 
based on the tactical continua¬ 
tion 11 Nd5 Bxd4, while in the 
case of 11 e5 dxe5 12 Nf5 Qxb2 
13 Na4 Qa3 14 Bel Qb4 
15 Bd2 Qa3 16 Rf3 Qxf3 Black 
has enough for the queen. Cap¬ 
turing on d4 before transferring 
the knight to c5 and the queen 
to a5 is an inferior solution, as 
will be seen. 

11 Bxd4 e5 

11 ... Bxd4 12 Qxd4 Qbd 
13 Qxb6 Nxb6 14 Radi is in 
White’s favour. 

12 fxe5 Nxe5 

On 12 ... Bxe5 Fuderer had 
in mind 13 Rf2. 

13 Qd2 

So Black is left with an 
isolated pawn, with less space 
and no alternative but difficult 
defence. 



10 


Play Ike King's Indian Defence 


13 ... Be6 

14 b3 a6 

15 Radi Qe7 

16 Be3 Nc6 

17 Rf2 

Threatening 18 Bg5 Bxc3 

19 Bxe7 winning the “d” 
pawn. 

17 ... Rfe8 

18 Na4 

White decides to block 
Black’s Q-side with Nb6 which 
will allow' the advance of the 
Q-side pawn majority. 

18 ... Be5 

19 Nb6 Rab8 

20 b4 Qc7 

Too passive. Fuderer thought 
it would have been better to try 

20 ... Qh4, 21 g3 Qe7. 

21 a4 Ne7 

22 a5 f5 

Black cannot wait, but as 
usually happens in such posi¬ 
tions, active play helps the other 
side. 

23 Nd5 Nxd5 24 exd5 Bd7 25 
Bb6 Qc8 26 Rcl Rf8 27 c5 Qe8 
28 c6 bxc6 29 dxc6 Bxc6 30 
Bxa6 Be4 31 Bc7 d5 32 b5 

No comment. 

32 ... Bxc7 33 Rxc7 Qe5 34 
b6 f4 35 Bfl d4 36 Rd7 Rbd8 


37 Rxd8 Rxd8 38 Qxf4 Qd5 
39 a6 d3 40 b7 

Black’s flag fell saving him 
hopeless effort. On 40 ... d2 
41 b8Q dlQ there is 42 Qf8 + . 


ULHMANN-GJELLER 
Dresden 1959 


1 c4 Nf6 

2 Nc3 g6 

3 e4 d6 

4 d4 Bg7 

5 Be2 0-0 

6 f4 c5 

7 Nf3 cxd4 

8 Nxd4 Nc6 

9 Be3 Bg4 

9 ... Nxd4 10 Bxd4 e5 is not 
recommended because of 

11 fxe5 dxe5 12 Bc5 Qxdl + 

13 Rxdl Re8 14 0-0 or 

12 ... Re8 13 Qxd8 Rxd8 

14 Rfl and White’s position is 
preferable. 

An interesting possibility is 

9 ... Ng4 10 Bxg4 (but not 

10 Bgl e5 with initiative) 
... Bxd4 (but not 10 ... Bxg4 

11 Nxc6) 11 Bxd4 Bxg4 

12 Qxg4 (in the case of 12 Qd2 

Nxd4 13 Qxd4 there is 13 ... e5 
14 fxe5 Qh4 + 15 g3 dxe5 

16 Qxe5 Qh3 and 17 Nd5 is 
refuted by 17 ... f6 18 Nxf6 + 
Rxf6 19 Qxf6 Qg2, which 
means that White must accept 


The Four Pawns A Hack 
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an equal position with 15 Qf2) 
... Nxd4 13 Qdl (bad is 

13 0-0-0 e5 14 h4 Qc8) 
... Nc6 14 0-0 when White has 
a minimal advantage. Weak is 

14 ... Qa5 15 Kill Qb4 16 Qe2 
Na5 17 Nd5, Geller-Pomar, 
Interzonal 1962, but Black can 
play some solid line such as 
14 ... Rc8 15 Rf2 a6 16 Rcl 
Qa5, Tan-Marovic, Hastings 
1961/2. 

The text move is based on the 
same idea of exerting pressure 
on the pawn centre. 

10 Nf3 

This is insipid, in such tense 
situations there is no time for 
quiet moves. It is not difficult to 
conclude that 10 Bxg4 Nxg4 
11 Qxg4 Nxd4 12 Qdl Nc6 

13 Rcl Qa5 14 a3 leaves Black 
with an active game. Bisguier- 
Evans, 1967, continued: 

14 ... f5 15 exf5 Rxf5 16 0-0 
Raf8 17 Qd2 Kh8. However, 
White can continue 10 Nxc6 
Bxe2 11 Nxd8 Bxdl 12 Rxdl 
(bad is 12 Nxf7 Rxf7 13 Rxdl 
Ng4) ... Rfxd8 13 Bd4 or 
13 Ke2 Rdc8 14 c5, and Black 
has not equalized. 

10 ... e5 

(see folio wing diagram) 

Sharp and very strong indeed. 
White needs to meet ... Bh6 and 
... Nh5 but capturing on e5 



solves all Black’s opening prob¬ 
lems. 


11 fxe5 dxe5 

12 0-0 Qa5 

13 Qcl Rad8 

Preparing ... Nd4. 

14 Qh4 

Vukovic proposed 14 h3 in 
order to be able to meet 
14 ... Bxf3 15 Bxf3 Nd4 with 
16 Nd5, as the pawn on e4 is 
then defended. 

14 ... Nd4 

Owing to White’s earlier 
mistakes this strong move gives 
Black a full initiative. 

15 Bg5 Bxf3 

16 Bxf3 Qb6 

Attacking and defending at 
the same time. 

17 Rf2 Nxf3 + 

18 gxf3 Rd3 

19 c5 
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If 19 Bxf6 then 19 ... Bxf6 
20 Qg3 Qd8. 

19 ... Qe6 

20 Rcl Rc8 

21 Nb5 

White is simply left without 
the chance of using d5 for his 
knight and now drifts into a 
hopeless position. 


21 

... 

Nh5 

22 

Nxa7 

Ra8 

23 

Nb5 

h6 

24 

Bd2 

Rxa2 

25 

Nc7 

Qb3 

26 

Bc3 

Nf4 

27 

Nd5 



Capitulation. 

27 ... Nxd5 28 exd5 R\d5 
29 Qb4 Qxb4 30 Bxb4 Ra4 
31 Ba3 e4 32 fxe4Rxe4 33 Khl 
Bd4 34 Rd2 Rg5 35 b4 Bc3 
36 Rd8+ Kg7 37 b5 Re2 38 h4 
Rg3 39 e6 bxc6 40 bxc6 Be5. 
White resigned. 

41 c7 loses to 41 ... Rg4 
42 Rg8 + Kh7 43 Rh8+ Bxh8 

44 c8Q Rxh4+ followed by 

45 ... Bd4 + . 

Ill 

MARIOTTI-CLIGORIC 
Zonal 1969 

1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 


3 Nc3 Bg7 

4 e4 d6 

5 f4 c5 

6 d5 



When White decides to play 
the Four Pawns Variation this 
seems to be his most logical 
choice. He captures more space, 
prevents ... Nc6, and has in 
mind a clear plan — the central 
thrust e5. 

6 ... 0-0 

7 Be2 e6 

A natural and necessary reac¬ 
tion. Before White castles, 
Black intends to open the “e” 
file, creating more breathing 
space and counter-chances. 

8 dxe6 fxe6 

Usually White proceeds with 
8 Nf3 and 9 0-0, but taking on 
e6 has its points. Here it is 
worth comparing two similar 
positions: the position reached 


in this game and another one 
where, instead of 7 Be2, White 
has played 7 Nf3. There are 
some distinct characteristics to 
be noted. 

With the bishop on e2 Black 
can play 8 ... Bxe6 with a good 
game. For instance: 9 Nf3 Nc6 

10 0-0 Bg4 11 h3 Bxf3 12 Bxf3 
Re8 13 f5 Nfd7 with a correct 
pawn sacrifice, Niemela-Nei, 
Riga 1959. However, with the 
knight on f3 and bishop on fl 
the situation changes and 
8 ... Bxe6 is not so good: 
8 ... Bxe6 9 Bd3 (an important 
difference) ... Nc6 (9 ... Bg4 
and 10 ... Bxf3 is not to be 
recommended either) 10 f5 Bd7 

11 0-0 Re8 12 Bg5 h6 13 Bf4 
and White’s position is 
somewhat better, Ree- 
Polugayevsky, Soci 1976. So in 
the case of 7 Nf3 Black should 
continue 8 ... fxe6 9 Bd3 Nc6 
10 0-0 Nd4 11 Ng5 Qe7 

12 Qel e5 13 f5 h6 14 Nh3 
gxf5 15 exf5 e4 with chances 
for both sides, or 12 ... Bd7 and 
if 13 Qh4 then 13 ... Nh5 14 g4 
h6, as proposed by Ciocaltea. 

9 g4 

A dangerous move, but as 
dangerous for White as for his 
opponent. Following the nor¬ 
mal 9 Nf3 Encyclopaedia of 
Chess Openings gives: 9 ... Nh5 
10 g3 Nc6 11 0-0 Nd4. 


9 ... Nc6 

A drawback of 8 dxe6 is 
always the quick centralization 
of the queen’s knight. 

10 h4 Nd4 

11 h5 
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11 ... d5 


This as a critical position and 
as the analysis shows 11 ... d5 is 
the fateful error. Early in the 
game White has seized con¬ 
siderable space on the K-side, 
but he has invested in the under¬ 
taking several precious tempi. 
Black knows from experience 
that the wing attack must be 
met by the central counter¬ 
offensive. Here, however, he 
reacts too quickly. 11 ... b5 was 
in order, followed by ... Bb7 
and only then ... d5. 

12 e5 Ne4 

13 hxg6 hxg6 

14 Qd3 
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The consequences are dear: 
Black’s K-side has been 
weakened and an unpleasant 
threat, Qh3, cannot be averted. 

14 ... b5 

Nice, but too late. 

15 Nxe4 bxc4 

16 Qh3 dxe4 

17 Qh7 + Kf7 

18 f5 

A crushing move. 

18 ... exf5 

19 Rh6 

The fight is practically over. 

19... Nc2+ 20 Kfl fxg4 
21 Kg2 Nel + 22 Khl Nd3 

23 Qxg6 + Kg8 24 Qh7 + Kf7 
25 Be3 Qe7 26 Rfl+ Ke8 
27 Qg6+ Rf7 28 Qc6 + Qd7 
29 Re6 + Kf8 30 Bxc5 + Nxc5 
31 Qxc5 + Kg8 32 Rd6 Qb7 
33 Rxf7 Kxf7 34 Bxe4 + Ke8 
35 Bd5 Qe7 36 Qc6+ Kf8 
37 Qxa8 Qh4+ 38 Kg2. Black 
resigned. 


SHAMIS-PELTS 
USSR 1967 


1 

d4 

Nf6 

2 

c4 

g6 

3 

Nc3 

Bg7 

4 

e4 

d6 

5 

f4 

0-0 


6 Nf3 

c5 

7 d5 

e6 

8 Be2 

exdS 

9 exd5 


The alternative 9 cxd5 will be 

analysed later. 

At first sight 


9 exd5 seems illogical. The 
impression is that White has 
weakened his position by play¬ 
ing f4 and opening the “e” file, 
and that Black can gain excel¬ 
lent counter-play through 
... Ng4-Ne3. The impression is 
wrong. It will become evident 
that Black has nothing on the 
open file and that he has to con¬ 
sider defensive measures. In 
spite of its harmless look the 
position has hidden dangers. 
Namely, after castling, White 
intends to play Bd3, continue 
with f5 at the propitious 
moment and the pressure on the 
“f” file easily becomes a 
devastating attack. 

9 ... Nh5 

In the 1962 Student Team 
Championship, Boris Spassky 
chose this move against Liptay 
of Hungary. The idea is to make 
possible ... f5 and thwart 
White’s intentions at once. 

The same aim can be achieved 
by 9 ... Ne8 and ... f5, after 
which the King’s knight goes to 
c7 whence it covers the 
weakened square e6. That is 


t 


i 


! 


i 


I 

i 

! 
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certainly a good, natural 
method of defence. 

Other moves deserve less con¬ 
fidence. That Black must not 
lose any time can be concluded 
from the following variation: 

9 ... Na6 10 0-0Nc7 11 a4Re8 

12 Bd3 Ng4 13 h3 Ne3 14 Bxe3 
Rxe3 15 Qd2 Re8 16 f5 and 
there is no doubt about who has 
the better of it. 

Equally dubious is 9 ... Bf5 

10 0-0 Ne4 because of 11 Nxe4 
Bxe4 12 Ng5 Bf5 (or 12 ... Re8 

13 f5 Bxf5 14 Bd3) 13 g4 Bc8 

14 f5 with initiative. This line 
was improved by 10 ... Re8 

11 Bd3 Qd7 12 h3 Na6 13 a3 
Nc7, but it still appears to be 
somewhat lacking. 

More interesting is 9 ... Re8 

10 0-0 Ng4 11 h3 (otherwise 
Black can continue ... f5 or 
after 11 Rel, for example, 

11 ... Nh6 followed by ... 
Nf5-Nd4) ... Ne3 (11 ... Nh6 
would be met by 12 g4) 

12 Bxe3 Rxe3 13 Qd2 Re8 
14 Bd3 Nd7, Rael and Black’s 
cramped position is inferior. 

This analysis of the alter¬ 
natives indicates that 9 ... Ne8 
or 9 ... Nh5 followed by ... f5 
are to be preferred. 

10 0-0 Bxc3 

As White’s queen’s bishop is 
limited by his own pawns, con¬ 


ceding the bishop pair has no 
significance. 


11 bxc3 Bg4 



The right move is 11 ... f5 
immediately. It is important to 
keep the bishop on cl out of 
action. For example, 11 ... Re8 

12 f5 Bxf5 13 Ng5 Nf6 14 g4 
with attacking prospects. Even 
in the case of 11 ... Ng7 12 f5 
Bxf5 13 Bf4 followed by Qd2 
and Rael offers White excellent 
compensation for just one 
pawn. These considerations 
must lead to the conclusion that 
the text move is dubious as well, 
and for the same reason. After 
the natural 11 ... f5 12 Ng5 
Ng7 (e6 needs protection) 

13 Bf3 Nd7 14 Rel (Gligoric 
showed 14 Ne6 Nxe6 15 dxe6 
Nf6 16 Bd5 Qe7 17 Rel Ne4) 
... Nf6 15 Rbl Re8 the game is 
approximately level. 

12 f5 
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Opening the diagonal and the 
file. 


12 ... 

Bxf5 

13 Ng5 

Ng7 

14 g4 

Bc8 

15 Qel 

f6 

16 Ne4 

Ne8 

17 Qg3 

18 Bd3 

Qe7 


At the cost of a pawn White 
has disposed his pieces very 
aggressively. In two moves he 
will bring into battle all his re¬ 
maining forces. The further 
course of the game is most 
illustrative. 

18 ... Nd7 19 Bh6 Rf7 
20 Rael Ne5 21 g5 f5 22 Nxd6 
Nxd6 23 Rxe5 Qc7 24 Rfcl 
Bd7 25 Qf4 Re8 26 Rle2 a6 
27 h4 b5 28 h5 Ne4 29 R5xe4 
fxe4 30 Qxc7 exd3 31 Rxe8 + 
Bxe8 32 Qe5. Black resigned. 

KERES-SPASSKY 
Match 1965, 10th game 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 

g6 

3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 e4 

d6 

5 f4 

c5 

6 d5 

0-0 

7 Nf3 

e6 

8 Be2 

exd5 

9 cxd5 



Taking on d5 with his “c” 
pawn, White enters by trans¬ 
position into sharp and finely 
balanced Benoni positions. The 
asymmetrical pawn formation 
dictates further play. White is 
evidently counting on the cen¬ 
tral thrust. To counteract, 
Black has several lines at his 
disposal. Spassky, in this crucial 
game of the match, chose the 
sharpest — 9 ... b5, throwing 
all caution to the wind. 

9 ... Re8 is aimed at dissuading 
White from e5, but as will be 
seen 10 e5 is still possible and 
dangerous. 

If Black is afraid of e5 and 
does not like the tumultuous 
events arising as a consequence, 
he can choose a quieter, more 
solid continuation — 9 ... Bg4. 
Now 10 e5 Bxf3 11 Bxf3 dxe5 
12 fxe5 Nfd7 13 e6 Ne5 would 
be in Black’s favour. After 

10 0-0 Nbd7 11 Nd2 Bxe2 
12 Qxe2 Re8 13 Qf3 Qe7 14 a4 
c4 or 14 Rel b5 15 Nxb5 Nb6, 
Black has a very good game. 
Another line is also possible: 
10 ... Bxf3 11 Bxf3 Nbd7 
12 Rel, but here 12 ... Ne8 is in 
order while 12 ... Re8 13 Re2 
a6 14 Qel Qc7 15 g4 h6 16 h4 
offers more to White, 
Uhlmann-lvkov, Sarajevo 
1964. 

9 ... b5 


i 

! 
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Played with the conviction 
that 10 Bxb5 Nxe4 11 Nxe4 
Qa5+ 12 Kf2 Qxb5 13 Nxd6 
Qb6 offers Black enough for the 
pawn, an opinion which can be 
accepted. 

10 e5 dxe5 

11 fxe5 Ng4 

12 Bf4 

12 Bxb5 Nxe5 13 0-0 Nbd7 
is not advantageous. 12 Bg5 
can be met by 12 ... f6, recom¬ 
mended by theory, since 
13 exf6 Bxf6 14 Bxf6 Qxf6 

15 Bxb5 Bd7 gives Black a 
dangerous initiative. After 

12 ... Qb6, however, things are 
not so clear and that is the field 
for analysis. The second player 
should be warned that 13 0-0 
c4 + 14 Khl Nf2 + 15 Rxf2 or 

13 ... h6 14 Be7 Ne3 15 Qd2 c4 

16 Khl Re8 17 d6 Nc6 18 Bh4 
Nxfl 19 Rxfl leaves Black 
exposed to attack. Still, in 
numerous, intricate positions 
arising here, a tactician will feel 
at home, even though the objec¬ 
tive assessment favours White. 

12 ... Nd7 

Several commentators pro¬ 
posed 12 ... b4 as better. 
13 Nb5 a6 14 Nd6 Nxe5 is 
advantageous to Black, while 
13 Ne4Nd7 14 e6fxe6 15 dxe6 
Rxf4 16 Qd5 Kh8 17 Qxa8 Nb6 


18 Qc6 Ne3 seems to offer 
equal chances. 

The text move leads to similar 
complex and double-edged 
positions. 

13 e6 fxe6 

14 dxe6 Rxf4 

15 Qd5 

Winning the exchange, but 
the battle goes on. 

15 ... Kli8 

16 Qxa8 Nb6 

17 Qxa7 

17 Qc6 would be met by the 
unpleasant 17 ... Ne3. 

17 ... Bxe6 

18 0-0 Ne3 

19 Rf2 

Keres decides to preserve his 
material advantage. 19 Radi 
Nxdl 20 Rxdl Bd4+ 21 Khl 
b4 22 Nb5 is countered by 
22 ... Bd5, while 19 Bxb5 Nxfl 
20 Rxfl Rf7 21 Qa5 Qb8 gives 
Black active play for the 
sacrificed pawn. 

19 ... b4 

20 Nb5 

(see foil i o wing diag rani) 

A dubious move. It is evident 
that Black’s knight on e3 con¬ 
trols much space and an effort 
should be made to dislodge it 
from its splendid position. It is 
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possible that Keres con¬ 
templated the right continua¬ 
tion 20 Ndl but was afraid of 

20 ... Ng4 21 Rfl Qd6 with 
strong pressure. However, 
Keres after 20 Ndl Ng4 missed 
the hidden tactical solution 

21 Ng5 which refutes 

20 ... Ng4. After the text 
White’s pieces lose their co¬ 
ordination. 

20 ... Rf7 

An important move, chasing 
the queen from its active 
position. 

21 Qa5 

If 21 Qa6 Black can continue 

21 ... Bxb2 22 Rel Ng4 23 Rdl 
Bd5 as the knight on b6 is not 
pinned. 

21 ... Qb8 

Another strong move freeing 
the knight on b6 and creating 


tactical threats against the 
knight stranded on b5. 

22 Rel Bd5 

Precise. After 22 ... Ng4 
White would answer 23 Bf 1. 

23 Bfl 

Grandmaster Bondarevsky 
proposed 23 Bd3 as better. 

23 ... Nxfl 

24 Rfxfl Nc4 

White has kept the exchange 
but at too great a cost. 

25 Qa6 Rf6 

26 Qa4 Nxb2 

27 Qc2 

This loses easily, but 27 Qa5 
Nd3 is difficult anyway. 

27 ... Qxb5 28 Re7 Nd3 29 
Qe2 c4 30 Re8 + Rf8 31 
Rxf8 + Bxf8 32 Ng5 Bc5 + 33 
Khl Qd7 34 Qd2 Qe7 35 Nf3 
Qe3 

and White overstepped the 
time limit. 

SZABO-TIMMAN 
Amsterdam 1975 

1 c4 g6 

2 Nc3 Bg7 

3 d4 d6 

4 e4 Nf6 

5 f4 c5 


6 d5 

e6 

7 Nf3 

0-0 

8 Be2 

exd5 

9 cxd5 

Re8 


Another alternative worth 
considering is 9 ... Na6. Now' 
quiet play does not yield any 
advantage: 10 0-0 Nc7 11 Nd2 
Rb8 12 a4 Re8 13 Bf3 b6 
14 Nc4 Ba6 15 Qb3 Bxc4 
16 Qxc4 a6 with a good game. 
Therefore White must act 
immediately while the knight is 
far from the centre. For exam¬ 
ple, 10 e5 dxe5 11 fxe5 Ng4 
12 Bf4 Re8 and now 
Enclopaedia of Chess Openings 
recommends 13 e6 fxe6 14 d6 
with more than enough com¬ 
pensation for the pawn. 

10 e5 

The pawn sacrifice intro¬ 
duced by 10 0-0 gives some in¬ 
itiative, but Black retains the 
pawn and meets the threats by 
10,..Nxe4 11 Nxe4 Rxe4 

12 Bd3 Re8 13 f5 Nd7 14 Ng5 
Nf6 15 fxg6 fxg6 (if 15 ... hxg6 
then 16 Qa4 with the idea of 
Qh4). 

Another continuation which 
has been much played and 
analysed starts with 10 Nd2. 
White temporarily defends the 
pawn at the same time prepar¬ 
ing Bf3, Nc4 and e5. This will 
be discussed in the next game. 


10 ... dxe5 

11 fxe5 Ng4 

12 Bg5 

Dubious is 12 e6 fxe6 13 d6. 
Udovcic-Marovic in 1964 con¬ 
tinued 13 ... Bd7 14 0-0 Bc6 
15 Ng5 Ne5 16 Be3 b6 17 Nge4 
Nbd7 and White had no com¬ 
pensation for the pawn. After 
13 0-0 exd5 14 Nxd5 Be6 
15 Bc4 Ne5 Black is also better, 
Milejka-Tal, 1959. 

12 ... 16 

In earlier games Black 
experimented with 12 ... Qb6 
but became aware of the 
dangers and traps. For example, 
13 0-0 Nxe5 (but not 
13 ... c4 + 14 Khl Nf2 + 

15 Rxf2 Qxf2 16 Ne4 Qb6 
17 Nd6 Rf8 18 Be7 Nd7 
19 Bc4) 14 Nxe5 (14 d6 is 
unpleasant, too) ... Bxe5 

15 Bc4 Qxb2 (15 ... Qb4 is 
recommended) 16 d6 with a 
strong initiative, Vladimirov- 
Doda, Leningrad 1967. 

13 exf6 Bxf6 

14 Qd2 Bf5 

Peev-Donner, Cienfuegos 
1973, went 14 ... Nd7 15 0-0 
Nde5 16 Bxf6 Qxf6 17 Ng5 
Qb6 18 Nge4 with advantage. 

15 0-0 Bxg5 

16 Qxg5 Nd7 
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Black could exchange queens 
but then he must consider 
18 Ne6. 

17 h3 Ne3 

18 Qh6 

Tactics have always been a 
strong feature of the Hungarian 
grandmaster’s play. He has 
some fine points in mind. 

18 ... Nxfl 

19 Ng5 Qe7 

19 ... Re7 20 d6Ne3 21 dxe7 
Qxe7 22 Rel contains other 
threats. 

20 d6 Qe3 + 

Timman thought his position 
was secure but he had over¬ 
looked a point or two. Other¬ 
wise he would have played 
20 ... Qg7 21 Bc4+ Kh8 
22 Nf7 + Kg8 when White has 
nothing more than a perpetual 
check. 

21 Kxfl Nf8 

22 Rdl Re5 

One mistake usually leads to 

another. 22 ... Rad8 was in¬ 
dispensable. 

23 d7 Rd8 

24 Bc4 4- Be6 

(see following diagram) 

An elegant sacrifice now 
decides the game, but Black had 
no choice. 
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25 Nxe6 Rf5 + 


25 ... Nxe6 26 Qxe3 Rxe3 

27 Nd5 or 25 ... Qxh6 
26 Nxd8 + Kg7 27 Ne6 + Nxe6 

28 Bxe6 is also quite easy. 


26 Nf4 + 

Kh8 

27 Nd5 

Qe4 

28 Be2 

Ne6 

29 Bf3 

Qc4 + 

30 Kgl 

Nxf4 

31 Ne3 

Qe6 

32 Nxf5 

Qxf5 

33 Rel 

Ne6 

34 Bg4. 


Black resigned. 



POMAR-FISCHER 


Olymiad 1966 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 

c5 

3 d5 

e6 

4 Nc3 

exd5 

5 cxd5 

g<> 


6 

e4 

dfi 

7 

Be2 

Bg7 

8 

f4 

0-0 

9 

Nf3 

Re8 


The position has been 
reached by a different order of 
moves. This is a pure Benoni, 
but at the same time it is a 
position arising from the Four 
Pawns Attack. 

10 Nd2 

This is another approach. 
Pomar would like to castle first 
and then to proceed with typical 
manoeuvres, aimed at making 
possible Nc4 and eventually e5. 

10 ... c4 



One of the wild variations 
Fischer introduced into the 
Benoni, fighting for a win from 
the very beginning. He could 
have chosen a quieter line, for 
example, 10 ... b6 11 0-0 Ba6, 
although White retains some 


advantage with 12 a4 Bxe2 
13 Qxe2 a6 14 Nc4 Ra7 
15 Qf3. An alternative would 
be 10 ... Na6 11 0-0 Nc7 12 a4 
b6 followed by ... Ba6 as in 
Spassky-Kavalek, Amsterdam 
1973. 

Grandmaster Boleslavsky 
analysed another sharp and 
most interesting line — 

10 ... Ng4 11 Bxg4 (if 11 Nc4 
Black does not have to accept 
the pawn and can continue 

11 ... h5) ... Qh4+ 12 g3 Qxg4 

13 Qxg4 Bxg4 14 Nb5 (or 

14 Kf2 a6 15 a4 Nd7 16 h3 
Bd4+ 17 Kg2 Bxc3 followed by 
Be2) ... Na6 and now neither 

15 h3 Rxe4 + 16 Nxe4 Bf3 nor 
15 Nxd6 Nb4 16 Nxe8 Nc2 + 
17 Kfl Bh3+ 18 Ke2 Rxe8 
19 Rbl Bd4 20 a3 f5 suppresses 
Black’s tactical possibilities. 

Black can prepare ... Ng4 
with 10 ... a6 but should be 
warned that after 11 a4 Ng4 

12 Nc4 he has a weak spot on 
b6 and must proceed 12 ... h5, 
since 12 ... Bxc3+ 13 bxc3 
Rxe4 14 0-0 f5 15 a5 is not at 
all pleasant. 

Fischer’s move is double- 
edged and requires precision. 
To begin with, note that 
11 Bxc4 is met by 11 ... Nxe4. 

11 Bf3 

In Padevsky-Ciocaltea, also 
Havana Olympiad 1966, White 
played the much stronger 11 a4 
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Nbd7 12 0-0 Nc5 13 Bf3 Bh6 

14 Qc2 and since 14 ... Bxf4, 

15 Nxc4 is weak Black sacrificed 
a pawn by 14 ... Nd3 15 Nxc4 
Nxcl 16 Qxcl where Bole- 
siavsky proposed 16 ... Bg4 
with counter-play for the pawn. 
In any case 11 a4 is imperative 
here as will be seen. 

11 ... Nbd7 

12 0-0 b5 

This is the point. White has 
no chances for the break¬ 
through in the centre, while 
Black can mobilize his pawn 
majority. 

13 Khl a6 

14 a4 Rb8 

15 axb5 axb5 

16 e5 

What else? 

16 ... dxe5 

17 Nde4 Nxe4 

18 Nxe4 Nf6 

A very simple and effective 
defence. 

19 d6 Be6 

20 Nc5 e4 


Very well played indeed. 
Black gives back the material 
but in so doing reaches a 
position where his bishops are 
more active and the passed 
pawn on d6 is weak. 

21 Nxe4 Nxe4 

22 Bxe4 Qb6 

23 f5 

A useless attempt. 

23 ... gxf5 

24 Be2 

If he takes twice on f5 Black 
then has ... Qxd6. 

24 ... Qd4 

25 Qh5 Qg4 

26 Qxg4 fxg4 

27 Bg5 

This will make it slightly 
easier for Black but the fight is 
already over. 

27 ... Bxb2 28 Radi b4 29 
d7 Red8 30 Ba4 b3 31 Rfcl 
Kg7 32 Bxd8 Rxd8 33 Rd6 Bf6 
34 Redl Bg5 35 Rb6h6 36 Rc6 
Ra8 37 Bb5 Bxd7 38 h4 Bxc6 
39 Bxc6 c3 40 hxg5 c2 41 
gxh6 + Kh8. White Resigned. 


2 

The Classical and Related Variations 


1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 

3 Nc3 Bg7 

4 e4 d6 

5 Nf3 0-0 



This is the basic position of a 
series of important variations 
and one of the oldest methods 
against the King’s Indian 
Defence. White occupies the 
centre with pawns, but in con¬ 
trast to the Four Pawns Attack 
he takes care to develop his 
pieces, too. Harmonious 
development enables White to 
keep the tension long enough to 


cause opening problems for his 
opponent. Black, having 
finished his K-side develop¬ 
ment, in most cases strikes at 
the centre with ... e5, more 
rarely with ... c5. Also 
characteristic is the position of 
his queen’s knight, placed at d7 
or, in modern lines, at c6. 

This section covers the 
analysis of: 

I. 6 Be2 Bg4 in 

Andersson-Antunac,p.74 

1970. 

II. 6 ... e5 7 0-0 Nbd7 
8 d5 in Keene-Minic, 
p. 27; Gligoric-Fischer, 
p. 29. 

III. 6 ... e5 7 d5 Nbd7 
8 Bg5 h6 9 Bh4 in 
Petrosian-Gligoric, 

p. 31; O’Kelly-Gligoric, 
p. 33; Bukic-Brinck- 
Claussen, p. 35; 
Keres-Walther p. 36. 

IV. 6 ... <?5 7 d5 Na6 in 
Petrosian-Lutikov, 

p. 37; 6 ... e5 7 d5 c5 
8 Bg5 h6 9 Bh4 Na6 in 


23 




4 


P/ay the King's Indian Defence 


The Classical and Related Variations 


25 


Geller-Ljubojevic, 
p. 39; 6 ... e5 7 d5 a5 
in Gligoric-Geller, 
p. 42 . 

V. 6 ... e5 7 d5 h6 in 

Donner-Kavalek, p. 44. 

VI. 6 ... e5 7 0-0 0-0 

8 Rbl exd4 in Furman- 
Vasiukov, p. 46; 

8 Rel c6 9 Rbl a5 
10 b3 exd4 in Rabar- 
Pietzsch, p. 48; 

6 ... e5 7 0-0 Nbdl 

8 Rel c6 9 Rbl a5 

10 b3 Re8 II Bfl Ng4 
in Najdorf-Ivkov, 
p. 49; 8 Rel Re8 

9 Bfl c6 10 Rbl Ng4 

in Reshevsky-Najdorf, 
p. 51; 6 ... 7 0-0 

Nbd7 8 Rel c6 9 Bfl 
Re8 10 d5 c5 in 
Reshevsky-Gligoric, 

p. 52; 10d5 Nc5\n 
Golombek-Ivkov, p. 55; 
Ftacnik-Tal, p. 56; 
Baumbach-Syre, p. 58 

VII. 5 Be2 0-0 6 Bg5 c5 

7 d5 a6 in Lombard- 
Gligoric, p. 59; 7 d5 e6 
in Forintos-Marovic, 
p, 61; 7 d5 h6 8 BJ4 
in Uhlmann-Adorjan, 
p. 64; Lengyel- 
Antunac, p. 66; 

7 d5 h6 8 Be3 in 
Uhlmann-Byrne, p. 68. 

VIII. 6 Be2 e5 7 Be3 Nbd7 in 
Reshevsky-Byrne, 

p. 69; 7 ... c6 in 


Reshevsky-Geller, 
p. 71; 7 ... Ng4 in 
Reshevsky-Najdorf 
p. 73; 7 ... Qe7 in 
Gheorghiu-Diez del 
Corral, p. 74. 

IX. 6 Be2 e5 7 0-0 Nc6 

8 d5 Ne7 9 Bd2 in 
T aimanov-Fischer, 
p. 76; 9 Nd2 Bh6 in 
Taimanov-Tatai, p. 78; 

9 Nd2 Nd7 in 
Korchnoi-Gligoric, 
p. 79; 9 d5 c5 in 
Larsen-Fischer, p. 81; 

9 b4 Nh5 10 Nd2 in 
Petrosian-Gligoric 
p. 83; 10 g3 in 
Schmidt-Hiibner, 

p. 85; 9 Nel Nd7 

10 Be3 in Eliskases- 
Gligoric, p. 87; 10 Nd3 
f5 in Larsen-Tal, p. 89; 
Gligoric-Fischer, p. 91; 
10 f3 f5 II g4 in 
Larsen-Tal, p. 92. 


I 

ANDERSSON-ANTUNAC 


Beverwijk 1970 


1 Nf3 

Nf6 

2 c4 

g6 

3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 d4 

0-0 

5 e4 

d6 

6 Be2 

Bg4 
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This move applies indirect 
pressure to the centre. The basic 
idea will be clear from the open¬ 
ing moves of a game played at 
Hastings in the thirties (Vidmar 
was Black) which went: 7 0-0 
Nfd7 8 Be3 Nc6 9 h3 Bxf3 
10 Bxf3 e5 and Black had more 
than adequate compensation 
for the bishop pair. It should be 
borne in mind from the very 
beginning that ... Bg4 is related 
to the possible weakness at d4. 

7 0-0 

If White wants to force the 
exchange on f3, he plays 7 Be3 
Nfd7 8 h3 Bxf3 9 Bxf3 Nc6 
10 d5 Na5 11 Be2 with the bet¬ 
ter game. In Taimanov- 
Bielicki, Havana 1964, White 
obtained an advantage by 7 Be3 
Nfd7 8 Rel e5 9 d5 Bxf3 
10 Bxf3f5 11 b4 where White's 
activity on the Q-wing is 
evidently more valuable. 
However, if Black continues 


9 ... a5 10 0-0 Na6 11 a3 f5, 
thwarting White’s plans on the 
Q-side, no advantage is 
demonstrable. 

7 ... Nfd7 

8 Re3 e5 

8 ... Nc6 9 d5 is in White’s 
favour. 8 ... c5 looks more 
natural since it opens the long 
diagonal, although after 9 d5 
Na6 10 h3 Bxf3 11 Bxf3 Nc7 
12 Be2 Black’s game is rather 
cramped. With the text move 
Black is seeking counter¬ 
chances on the K-side. 

9 d5 a5 

9 ... f5 is out of question 
because of 10 Ng5. The text is 
not good either. 9 ... Bxf3 
followed by a5 is better. 

10 Nel 

A subtle move. The knight is 
heading for d3 whence it sup¬ 
ports the pawn advance on the 
Q-wing, while the exchange of 
the white-squared bishops 
weakens Black’s K-side action. 

10 ... Bxe2 

11 Qxe2 f5 

12 f3 f4 

13 Bf2 

13 Bd2 also came into con¬ 
sideration. 

13 ... Bf6 

Intending ... Bh4 and the 
exchange of the bad bishop. 
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14 Nb5 Na6 

15 Nd3 

Advancing the preparations 
of c5. 


15 ... Rt‘7 

16 a3 Bh4 

17 Bxh4 Qxh4 

18 b4 Qe7 

19 Rfcl g5 

20 Qf2 Kh8 

21 c5 g4 

Black has not time to waste; 
action on the “g” file is his last 
hope. 


22 cxd6 cxd6 

23 Ra2 

Quiet but strong: doubling 
rooks on the “c” file to 
threaten Rc8 takes the sting out 
of Black’s action on the “g” 
file. 


23 ... Rg8 

24 Rae2 Nf6 



26 ... gxf3 27 Rxe8 Rxe8 (but 
not 27 ... Qxe8 28 Nxd6 
Rxg2+ 29 Kfl Rf6 30 Nxe8 
Rxb6 31 Rc8 axb4 32 d6 bxa3 
33 d7 etc.), which shows that 
26 fxg4 was in order. Both 
players missed the point. 

27 fxg4 Rfg6 

If 27 ... Rxg4 then 28 Nxd6. 


After 24 ... g3 25 hxg3 fxg3 
26 Qe3 Qh4 27 Kfl, Black’s 
attack is stopped and if 
24 ... Rfg7 25 Rc8 Nf8 26 Khl 
White’s position is preferable. 
Antunac was of the opinion that 
24 ... gxf3 25 Qxf3 Nf6 was 
better. 

25 Qb6 Ne8 

(see fo Ho wing diag rut n) 

26 Rc8 Rf6* 

A mistake follows a mistake. 
Black could have played 


28 h3 h5 

29 Qd8 Qf7 

29 ... Qh7 is refuted by 
30 Qxe8 and 29 ... Qxd8 
30 Rxd8 hxg4 by 31 Rlc8. 

30 Qh4 Kg7 31 gxh5 Rf6 

32 Nf2 Rh6 33 Qg5 + Kh7 34 
Qf5 + Qxf5 35 exf5 Rxh5 36 
Ng4 Kg7 37 Nxd6 Nxd6 38 
Rxg8+ Kxg8 39 Nf6+ Kf7 40 

Nxh5 Nxf5 41 b5 Nb8 

42 Rc7+. Black resigned. 
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KBENE-MINiC 
Manheim 1975 


1 Nf3 

d6 

2 d4 

Nf6 

3 c4 

Nbd7 

4 Nc3 

e5 

5 e4 

g6 

6 Be2 

Bg7 

7 0-0 

8 d5 

0-0 
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As a matter of principle it is 
better to postpone closing the 
centre because it simplifies 
Black’s further plans, but it will 
be seen that 8 d5 also has its 
met its. 

8 ... Nc5 

9 Qc2 a5 

Otherwise 10 b4 would 
follow. 


If White chooses 10 Nd2 
with the idea of Nb3, 10 ... a4 
does not solve the problem, 
because White continues Rbl 
and b4. 10 ... Bh6 is in order 
and 11 Nb3 Bxcl 12 Rxcl 
Nfd7 keeps the knight on c5 and 
allows ... f5 with a good game. 

10 ... H6 

11 Be3 

In Clarke-Marovic Hastings 
1962/3, White continued 
mistakenly 11 Bh4 and after 

11 ... g5 12 Bg3 Nh5 13 Nd2 
Nf4 14 f3 h5 15 b3 f5 Black 
had a very strong initiative. 

11 ... Nfd7 

On 11 ... b6 12 Nd2 Ng4 
13 Bxg4 Bxg4 White has the 
clear, simple plan of capturing 
space on the Q-wing with a3 and 
b4 and the absence of the white- 
squared bishop is not felt at all. 
More interesting is Gufeld’s 
idea — 11 ... Nh5, when 

12 Qd2 is met by 12 ... Nf4 in¬ 
stituting a correct pawn 
sacrifice. Better is 12 g3 pre¬ 
venting 12 ... f5 because of 

13 Nh4. Gufeld proposed 
12 ... b6 13 Nd2 Bh3 14 Rel 
Qd7. The text alternative was 
very popular and it is logical: it 
strengthens the knight on c5 and 
makes possible ... f5, which is 
Black’s natural choice especially 
when the centre is closed. 


10 Bg5 


12 Nd2 
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White must be prepared 

for ... f5. 

12 ... f5 

13 exf5 gxf5 

14 f4 Qe7 



In Antoshin-Marovic, 

Zagreb 1965, Black chose 

14 ... exf4 15 Bxf4 Ne5, but 

after 16 Nb3 or even 16 Rael 
as Antoshin played White 

stands somewhat better. 

15 Nb3 

The position is delicately 
balanced and requires precision. 

15 Rael was correct. 

15 ... a4 

16 Nxc5 Nxc5 

17 Rael 

Grabbing the pawn by 

17 Bxc5 dxc5 18 Nxa4 is not to 
be recommended because of 

18 ... exf4. 

17 ... Bd7 

18 Qd2 e4 


Minic also considered 
18 ... Kh7, keeping the tension 
in the centre. 

19 Bd4 Bxd4 

20 Qxd4 Qg7 

21 Qxg7 + 

Kxg7 22 Kf2 

It is easier to play Black’s 
side, because there is more 
scope. One of the themes is 
pressure on the “b” file. 

22 ... Ra6 

23 Ke3 Rb6 

24 Rbl Kf6 

The “g” file can also be 
exploited. 

25 Kd2 h5 

26 Ndl h4 

27 Ne3 Ra6 

28 Rfcl Rb8 

Provoking White to move his 
“b” pawn, which he does. 
Minic considered 29 Nc2 was 
correct. 

29 b4 axb3 

30 axb3 Ra3 

31 Rc3 Rba8 

Commanding the open file, 
Black is clearly better, and all 
the more so because White is in 
time trouble. 

32 Rb2 Ral 

33 Ndl Rg8 

34 Ne3 

34 Bfl was better. 


ffl 


34 ... h3 

35 gxh3 

Keene had probably over¬ 
looked 35 g3 Rxg3 and now 
had to take on h3. His game is 
now hopeless. 

35 ... Rhl 36 Nfl Rg2 37 
Rbl Nd3 38 Rxd3 exd3 39 
K\d3 Rgxh2 40 b4 Rxh3 + 41 
Kd2 Ra3 42 Bd3 Rh4 43 Ng3 
Rh2+ 44 Ne2 Be8. White 
resigned. 

GLIGORIC-FISCHER 


Olympiad 1970 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 


3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 e4 

d6 

5 Nf3 

0-0 

6 Be2 

e5 

7 d5 



A personal preference 
favours keeping the tension in 
i he centre wherever possible, 
because that makes it rather dif¬ 
ficult for Black to define his 
immediate plan. Usually it is 
White who has more useful 
waiting moves at his disposal. 

7 ... Nbd7 

8 0-0 

If 8 Be3 the obvious 
8 ... Nc5 is not so good because 
after 9 Nd2 a5 10 a3 followed 


by b4 Black’s knight will have 
to withdraw. The right reply is 
8 ... Ng4 9 Bg5 f6 10 Bh4 Nh6 
and Black is ready for 11 .. g5 
12 Bg3 f5 with equal chances, 
as played in one of the match 
games between Conner and 
Gligoric, 1968. 

8 ... Nc5 

9 Qc2 a5 

10 Bg5 h6 

11 Be3 Ng4 

Here, however, this move is 
not so good. Black should stick 
to Minic’s choice in the previous 
game. 

12 Bxc5 dxc5 

In those cases where Black 
can transfer his knight to d6 he 
does not mind this exchange, 
but that manoeuvre is not 

feasible here. 

13 h3 Nf6 

14 Nxe5 Nxd5 

Possible because 15 Nxf7 is 
met by 15 ... Nb4. 

15 cxd5 Bxe5 

16 f4 Bd4-b 

17 Khl 

This is a mistake. Against 

Langeweg in Amsterdam 1970 
Gligoric played the better 
17 Kh2, and the game con¬ 
tinued: 17 ... Qh4 18 Rf3 c6 
19 dxc6 bxc6 20 Bc4 with 
advantage. 
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17 ... Qh4 

18 Qd3 c6 

Undermining White’s centre 
and trying to open the position. 

19 Qf3 h5 

20 f5 

In preventing the unpleasant 
20 ... Bg4 White weakens the 
whole complex of black 
squares. Perhaps 20 Kh2 was 
better. 


20 ... 

21 Bc4 

Bd7 

Now' 21 Kh2 loses 

21 ... Be5 + 22 

g3 gxf5. 

21 ... 

g5 

22 Radi 

Rae8 

23 dxc6 

Bxc6 

24 Bd5 

Re5 

Not the 

best. 


24 ... Bxd5 25 Nxd5 Rxe4 
White has no compensation for 
the pawn. The text gives up the 
lion’s share of the advantage. 


25 

Bxc6 

bxc6 

26 

Rd3 

Rfe8 

27 

Qg3 

Qxg3 

28 

Rxg3 

f6 

29 

Rd3 

h4 

30 

b3 

Rb8 

31 

g3 

hxg3 

32 

Kg2 

Rb4 

33 

Rcl 

Kf7 

34 

Kxg3 

Ke7 


Sokolov proposed 34 ... Rb8 
followed by ... Rh8 as better. 

35 Rel Kd6 

36 Rhl Re7 

37 h4 Rh7 

38 h5 Rh6 

The passed pawn is dangerous, 
and, in blockading it, Black is 
wisely following a long- 
established principle. Black’s 
position is preferable. 

39 Kf3 Ke5 

40 Ne2 a4 

41 Ng3 

Apparently logical, but in 
reality the decisive mistake. As 
Fischer showed after the game 
41 Rh2 was in order. 

41 ... c4 

42 bxc4 Rb2 

43 Nfl 


White obviously did not see 
the reply. 
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43 ... Rxh5 

Black gets rid of the passed 
pawn and wins other pawns: 
White gets a worthless 
exchange. 


44 

Rxh5 

Rf2 4- 

45 

Kg3 

Rxfl 

46 

Rh8 

Kxe4 

47 

Ra3 

Rgl + 

48 

Kh2 

Rcl 

49 

Rxa4 

Rc2 + 

50 

Khl 

c5 


With his king cut off White is 
easily beaten. 

51 Ra3 Kxf5 52 Rh2 Rcl + 
53 Kg2 g4 54 Rhl Rc2 + 55 
Kl l Kg5 56 Rh8 f5 57 Rg8 + 
Kh4 58 Kel f4 59 Kdl Rg2 60 
Ra6 f3 61 Rh6 + Kg3 62 Rhg6 
KI4 63 a4 Rgl + 64 Kd2 f2 
65 Rf8+ Kg3. White resigned. 

HI 

l ’ 1 IROSIAN-GUGORIC 
t andidates 1959 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 


3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 e4 

d6 

5 Nf3 

0-0 

6 Be2 

e5 

7 d5 

Nbd7 

8 Bg5 


( see folio wing diagram) 



The key move of the so-called 
Petrosian variation. When the 
centre is closed Black turns 
immediately to his favourite 
method, the preparation 
of ... f5. By playing 8 Bg5 
White makes it difficult. In 
order to break the pin Black 
must either move his queen 
from the diagonal or continue 
8 ... h6 9 Bh4 g5 when weak 
squares appear in his position. 

The impact of Petrosian’s 
8 Bg5 in this tournament was 
such that Black lost all five 
games defended with this line. 

8 ... h6 

9 Bh4 a6 

9 ... a5 10 Nd2 Nc5 is 
dubious after the strong 11 g4 
which makes counter-action 
extremely difficult. For exam¬ 
ple, 11 ... Qd7 12 f3 Nh7 
13 Rgl f5 is bad, and 11 ... a4 
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12 f3 c6 13 Bf2 Qa5 14 Rbl 
gives White the better game. 

10 Nd2 Qe8 

11 0-0 

Fischer analysed 11 g4 Nh7 
12 Qc2 Nc5 13 0-0-0 f5 with 
equal chances. 

11 ... Nh7 

12 b4 

The drawback of 9 ... a6 is 
that White occupies space and 
seizes the initiative on the 
Q-wing. 

12 ... Ng5 

In a subsequent game in the 
same tournament Fischer tried 

12 ... Bf6 against Tal, but after 

13 Bxf6 Nhxf6 14 Nb3 Qe7 
15 Qd2 Kh7 16 Qe3 Ng8 17 c5 
White had the better of it. 

13 Rcl f5 

14 f3 Qe7 

15 Khl 

The pin is again a cause of 
concern for Black. 

15 ... Nf6 

16 c5 Nh5 

17 c6 

In an earlier game Olafsson 
played 17 cxd6 cxd6 18 Na4, 
but after 18 ... Nf4 both sides 
had chances. The text move is 
deep and positionally crushing. 
If Black replies 17 ... b6, his 


rook and bishop will be out of 
play for an indefinite period; on 
the other hand, after the 
exchange of pawns, lasting 
weaknesses will appear in his 
position. 

17 ... b6 

18 exf5 gxf5 

19 g3 

Excellent! 20 f4 is threatened, 
but the main idea is to prevent 
the development of the queen's 
bishop: if 19 ... f4, then 20 g4! 
Or: 19 ... Nf6 20 f4 exf4 

21 gxf4 Nge4 22 Bh5 
(Petrosian). 
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19 ... Bf6 

20 f4 

This was not necessary. Since 
Black has no counter-play 
White had time for 20 a4. 


20 ... Ng7 

21 Nc4 




Grandmaster Matanovic 
rightly criticized this move, 
advising again 21 a4. Now 
Gligoric gets some play and his 
chances improve. 

21 ... exf4 

22 gxf4 b5 

Very good. Finally there is 
some breathing space. 

23 Nd2 Ne4 

24 Bxf6 R\f6 

25 Bf3 

Petrosian later proposed as 
correct 25 Nb3 Nxc3 26 Rxc3 
Qe4 4- 27 Rcf3 Qxb4 28 Rgl. 

25 ... a5 

Black’s rook finally gets into 
action. 

26 a3 axb4 

27 axb4 Rg6 

A sacrifice in order to free the 
bishop. 

28 Ndxe4 fxe4 

29 Bxe4 Bf5 

30 Bxf5 Nxf5 

Black is a pawn down but has 
good drawing chances. 

31 Qh5 Rf6 

32 Rgl + Kh8 

But not 32 ... Kh7 33 Reel 
0( 7 34 Ne4. 

33 Reel Qf7 


34 Qxf7 

35 Re4 

Rxf7 

Correct was 

35 Ral 

... Re8 then 36 Rgel 

35 ... 

Kh7 

36 Nxb5 

Ra2 

37 Nd4 

Nxd4 

38 Rxd4 

Re7 

39 f5 

Ree2 

40 Rh4 

Rf2 


Otherwise 41 f6 threatening 
mate. 

41 b5 Rab2 

41 ... Rxf5 loses to 42 b6 but 
the text loses too. Indispensable 
was 41 ... Rac2 and if 42 Rh5 
only then 42 ... Rb2. 

42 b6 R\b6 

Or 42 ... cxb6 43 Rcl Rc2 
44 Rxc2 Rxc2 45 Rg4 winning. 

43 Rhg4 Rb8 

44 Rg7 + Kh8 

45 R7g6 
Black resigned. 

If 45 ... Kh7, then 46 f6 etc. 

O 'KELLY-GLIGORIC 
Madrid Zonal 1960 


1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 

3 Nc3 Bg7 

4 e4 d6 
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5 

Nf3 

0-0 

6 

Be2 

e5 

7 

(15 

Nbd7 

8 

Bg5 

h6 

9 

Bh4 

g5 


The pin is so unpleasant that 
after a hectic period of practice 
and analysis Black settled for 
this weakening move. It 
weakens white squares but gets 
rid of the pin and introduces 
rich tactical play on the K-wing. 

10 Bg3 Nh5 

11 0-0 

11 h4 is sharper and will be 
dealt with in the following 
game. 

11 ... Nf4 

12 Nd2 

12 Nel has also been tried. 
The text is more logical in the 
expectation of 12 ... f5, 13 exf5 
vacating the central square e4. 


12 ... Nc5 



Playing against Smyslov in 
the Candidates 1959, Benko 
tried 12 ... f5 13 exf5 Nxe2 + 
(not 13 ... Nf6 14 Bxf4 exf4 
15 g4) 14 Qxe2 Nf6 15 c5 dxc5 
(better is 15 ... Bxf5) 16 Qc4 
Nd7 and after 17 b4 b6 18 Nb3 
Qe7 19 Nb5 had the worse of it. 

13 b4 

White is nervous. He should 
have played 13 Bg4 taking 
advantage of the weak white 
squares, although even in that 
case tactics help: 13 ... Nxe4 

14 Ndxe4 f5. In Vukovic- 
Janosevic, Yugoslav Cham¬ 
pionship 1960, there followed 

15 Bxf5 Bxf5 16 f3 Qe8 17 b4 
Qg6 and Black was better. Later 
practice showed that 15 f3 was 
in order when 15 ... h5 16 Bxf4 
exf4 17 Bxh5 fxe4 18 fxe4 Qe7 
gives Black a fine game for a 
pawn. 

13 ... Ncd3 

14 a3 

14 Bxf4 is met by 14 ... exf4. 

14 ... Nxe2 + 

15 Qxe2 Nf4 

16 Qdl h5 

Black has seized the initiative. 

17 f3 g4 

Played in order to activate the 
queen’s bishop. 


i 


18 fxg4 

Bxg4 

19 Qc2 

Bh6 

A natural 
king’s bishop. 

square for the 

20 Bxf4 

Bxf4 

21 Qd3 

f5 

White is ready for g3, Nf3 
and Nh4. Black thwarts the plan 

by a further 

opening of the 

position for his pair of bishops. 

22 exf5 

Bxf5 

23 Nde4 

Qh4 

Forcing the weakening g3. 

24 g3 

Qg4 

25 Ra2 

Rf7 

26 Raf2 

Raf8 

27 Khl 

Bh6 

28 Kgl 

29 Khl 

Qg6 


Gligoric proposed 29 Rf3 as 
better. 


29 ... Kg7 

30 Kg2 h4 

It is necessary to open the 
“h” file. 

31 Qe2 Bf4 

32 Qd3 Kg8 

33 Khl 

33 Rf3 was indispensable. 
I lie text loses quickly. 

33 ... hxg3 

34 hxg3 Rh7+ 


35 Rh2 Rxh2 + 

36 Kxh2 Qh6 + 

White resigned. 

37 Kgl Be3+ loses material. 

BUKIC-BRINCK-CLAUSSEN 
Student Olympiad 1964 

1 Nf3 Nf6 2 c4g6 3 Nc3Bg7 
4 e4 d6 5 d4 0-0 6 Be2 e5 7 d5 
Nbd7 8 Bg5 h6 9 Bh4 g5 10 
Bg3 Nh5 11 h4 

This was introduced by 
Keres. White came to the con¬ 
clusion that 11 0-0 was too 
mild and that more energetic 
measures needed to be taken. 

11 ... Nf4 

Experience has shown that 
11 ... g4 is necessary. That is 
the lesson to be learned from 
this game. 


12 hxg5 hxg5 

13 Qc2 
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Bukic discovered this move 
analysing an earlier game be¬ 
tween Nei and Stein, where 

13 Bfl represented an evident 
loss of time and 13 ... f5 gave 
equal play. 13 0-0 is out of the 
question because Black’s 
queen’s knight enters theK-side 
action via f8 and g6. 

13 ... Nxg2 + 

The alternative 13 ... f5 

14 exf5 Nc5 is somewhat better, 
but still inadequate after 

15 Bxf4 Bxf5 16 Bxg5. The 
same goes for 13 ... Nxe2 
14 Qxe2 f5 15 exf5 Nc5 

16 Nd2. 

14 Kfl 

14 Kd2 was played suc¬ 
cessfully in later years. 

14 ... Nf4 

15 Bxf4 gxf4 

16 Kg2 

The sacrificial idea is clear 
now. White rooks will dominate 
both open files and Black will 
be unable to parry the attack. 

16 ... f5 

16 ... f6 is insufficient 
because of 17 Nh4. 

17 Ragl Nc5 

18 Kfl Nxe4 

After the game Bukic showed 
18 ... fxe4 19 b4 Na6 20 Nxe4 


Nxb4 21 Nf6 4- Qxf6 22 Qh7 + 
Kf7 23 Rxg7 + Qxg7 24 Ng5 + 
etc. 

19 Nxe4 fxe4 20 Ng5 f3 21 
Bxf3 Rf5 22 Ne6 Bxe6 23 Bxe4 
Rg5 24 dxe6 c6 25 Bh7 + Kf8 
26 Qd3 e4 27 Qxe4 Be5 28 f4 
d5 29 cxd5 cxd5 30 Qb4 + 
Black resigned. 

KERES-WALTHER 
Olympiad 1964 

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 Nc3 Bg7 
4 e4 d6 5 Nf3 0-0 6 Be2 e5 
7 d5 Nbd7 8 Bg5 h6 9 Bh4 g5 
10 Bg3 Nh5 11 h4 g4 

By the middle sixties it 
became apparent that Black 
could not avoid this move. 

12 Nh2 

12 Nd2 is perhaps more 
rational, but both moves have 
advantages and drawbacks. 
Keres-Matanovic, Moscow 
1963, was one of the first 
examples of 12 Nd2 and con¬ 
tinued 12 ... Nxg3 13 fxg3 h5 
14 0-0 Bh6 15 Bd3 Nf6 16 Qe2 
Ne8 17 Rf2 Ng7 18 Rafl with 
pressure on the “f” file and a 
favourable position. The 
impression created by this game 
forced Black to look for 
something else and a sharp line 
was found: 12 ... f5 13 exf5 


1 

is 


Ndf6 14 Bxg4 Nxg3 15 fxg3 
Nxg4 16 Qxg4 Bxf5 17 Qe2 e4 
where Black’s pair of bishops 
compensates for the material 
deficit. 

12 ... Nxg3 

13 fxg3 h5 

14 0-0 Bh6 

15 Bd3 

It is not clear whether 
15 Bxg4 is worth considering. 

15 ... c6 

15 ... Nc5 would appear 
more natural. 

16 Khl Nf6 

Transferring the knight to the 
defensive position g7. 



24 ... hxg4 25 Qxg4 Kh7 
26 H5 Bd3 27 Rxf8 Bxf8 28 
Rf3 Bc2 29 Ne4 Kh8 30 Rf7 
Qe8 31 Nxd6 Qa4 32 Qg5 Qa6 
33 Qxe5 + Kg8 34 Rf6 Qd3 
35 Kh2 Qh7 36 Qe6+. Black 
resigned. 


17 Be2 

18 cxd5 

19 Qe2 

20 Rf2 


cxd5 

Ne8 

Ng7 

f5 


This is bad. 20 ... Bd7 is 


IV 

PETROSIAN-LUTIKOV 
USSR Championship 1958 



reasonable. Black over¬ 

estimated his chances. 

1 Nf3 

Nf6 


21 exf5 Nxf5 

2 c4 

g6 


22 Bxf5 Bxf5 

3 Nc3 

Bg7 


23 Rafl Bg6 

4 e4 

0-0 

1 

5 d4 

d6 

\ 

(see folio wing diagram) 

6 Be2 

e5 

! , 

The position is now resolved 

7 d5 

Na6 

t 

hv a sacrifice. 

24 Nxg4 

(seefollowing diagram) 


f inally the knight breaks out 
of his prison. 


This is one of the preventive 
measures at Black’s disposal in 
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order to hinder White's activity 
on the Q-side. Black is sensitive 
on the square c5 and in 
Petrosian’s variation there are 
many different ideas aimed at 
stopping White's later advance 
on the Q-wing. This move was 
very popular when the system 
was first studied intensively. 

8 Bg5 h6 

9 Bh4 c5 

9 ... g5 is again possible. For 
example: 10 Bg3 Nh5 11 Nd2 
Nf4 12 0-0 f5 (necessary, since 

12 ... Nc5 13 Bg4a5 14 f3 as in 
Petrosian-Yukhtman in the 
same Championship, is dearly 
in White's favour), although 

13 exf5 Bxf5 14 Bg4 followed 
by Bxf5 and occupation of the 
central position e4 yields some 
advantage. By blocking the 
position with ... c5 Black 
prepares for an eventual pawn 


advance and at the same time 
makes possible ... Nc7. 

10 Nd2 Bd7 \ 

This is a mistake. Black i 

should stick to the natural plan 
of 10 ... Nc7, although 110-0 i 

Bd7 12 a3 followed by b4 gives 
White some spatial advantage. 

11 Nb5 

Catching Black at a disadvan¬ 
tageous moment and forcing 
him to lose tempi. 

11 ... Be8 

12 a3 Qd7 

If 12 ... Nc7 13 Nc3 White is 
again quicker and b4 follows. 

13 g 4 

Petrosian has won the 
strategic duel. He can combine 
active play on both wings, while 
his opponent is limited to 
passive defence. 

13 ... Nc7 

14 Nc3 a6 j 

15 a4 Qc8 j 

16 h3 I 

Now the queen is free to leave r 

the square dl and the knight 
will be able to reach a better \ 

position on e3. Very 
methodically played. j 

16 ... Rb8 { 

17 Qc2 Bd7 


18 b3 b6 

19 Ndl b5 

Black will be allowed to have 
the “b” file as there is no 
counter-play there. 

20 a5 Kh8 

21 Bg3 Ng8 

22 Ne3 Ne7 

23 Bh4 

Preventing 23 ... f5. 

23 ... Qe8 

The critical moment and the 
critical mistake. Later analysis 
showed that the best line was 

23 ... Ng8 and if 24 0-0 then 

24 ... f5. The text is passive and 
furthermore overlooks a tactical 
blow. 



24 b4 

Possible because d6 is weak. 
24 ... cxb4 would be punished 
by 25 c5. 


24 ... 

Nc8 

25 bxc5 

dxc5 

26 cxb5 

Nxb5 

27 Bxb5 

Rxb5 

Taking with the bishop, now 
or on the previous move, was 

somewhat better. 


28 0-0 


Finally! 


28 ... 

f5 

29 f3 

The blocked 

position suits 

White's knights, 

but certainly 

not Black's bishops. 

29 ... 

Rf7 

29 ... h5 was indispensable. 

30 Ndc4 

Rb4 

31 Bel 

Rb7 

32 Bc3 

h5 

Too late. 



33 gxf5 gxf5 34 exf5 e4 35 
Kh2 exf3 36 Rxf3 Bd4 37 Qd3 
Bf6 38 Rgl Kh7 39 Bxf6 Rxf6 
40 Qc3 Qf8 41 Rg6 Rf7 
42 Rg5. Black resigned. 

If for example, 42 ... Qh6 
then 43 Rg6 Qf8 44 Ne5 etc. 
An instructive game! 

CELLER-LJUBOJEVIC 
Petropolis Interzonal 1973 

1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 c5 

3 d5 g6 
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4 

Nc3 

Bg7 

5 

e4 

d6 

6 

Nf3 

0-0 

7 

Be2 

e5 



A slightly different order of 
moves, but ... c5 could have 
been the last move. As pointed 
out in the previous game, Black 
is of the opinion that by holding 
firm the point c5 he can make it 
very difficult for White to seize 
the initiative and break through 
on the Q-side. 

8 Bg5 

8 0-0 would be superficial 
here. Black would react 
immediately with 8 ... Ne8 and 
9 ... f5. 

8 ... h6 

9 Bh4 

9 Bd2 has been tried, too. In 
that event Black should be 
careful and continue 9 ... Na6 
or 9 ... Kh7. In Soos-Minic, 


Bucharest 1966, Black was 
punished after 9 ... Ne8 10 Qcl 
Kh7 11 h4 f5 12 h5. 

9 ... Na6 

Encyclopaedia of Chess 
Openings recommends 9 ... g5 

10 Bg3 Nh5 11 Nd2 Nf4 
12 0-0 Nxe2 + followed by a 
long manoeuvre — Nd7-Nf8- 
Ng6. However, the sharper 

11 h4 preserves some advan¬ 
tage. 

Other possibilities, such as 

9 ... Qc7 or 9 ... a6 with 

10 ... Qe8, are dubious. White 
achieves spatial advantage with 
a3-b4 and his chances on the 
Q-side are more realistic. 

10 Nd2 

The knight is well placed on 
d2. After a later a3 and b4 it 
may support the Q-wing action 
by Nb3 or it may be transferred 
to e3. At the same time the 
diagonal dl-h5 is controlled. 

10 ... Qe8 

As in the previous game, 
10 ... Nc7 was the natural 
move. 

11 0-0 Nh7 

12 Nb5 

Ljubojevic commits the same 
sort of error as Lutikov and 
now will have to resolve serious 
difficulties. 




y 


12 ... Qd7 

13 Bg3 



in Gligoric-Minic, Yugoslav 
Championship 1960, White 
achieved advantage by 13 f3 
Ng5 14 a3 Qe7 15 Bf2 f5 16 b4 
b6 17 Rbl f4 18 Qel followed 
by Nb3 and bxc5. The text is a 
new, deep idea. While Black’s 
knights are far from the centre, 
White prepares for f4. At the 
same time he avoids 13 ... Bf6, 


17 Bg3 Bxb2 18 Rbl Bg7 19 e5 
leads Black into serious dif¬ 
ficulties. 

17 Qd2 g5 

18 Bg3 Nhf6 

19 Bd3 Nh5 

If 19 ... Ng4, then 20 h4. 

20 Bf2 

Black has solved some direct 
problems, but he remains weak 
on the “f” file. 

20 ... Nf4 

21 Rael a6 

22 Nc3 Ng6 

Gligoric proposed 22 ... Bg4 
as correct. It is too early to 
withdraw the knight to g6. 

23 h3 Kh8 

24 Bg3 

The pressure on e5 mounts 
again. 


14 Bg3 Bg5. 

13 ... Nc7 

14 f4 

There is no need to take on 
c7. If Black exchanges knights, 
White’s other one will occupy 
c4. 


14 

... 

exf4 

15 

Bxf4 

Ne8 

16 

Nf3 

Qe7 

16 .. 

. Bxb2 

is i 


17 Bxh6, while 16 ... g5 


24 ... Qc7 

24 ... Ne5 was better 

although the simple 25 Ndl 
followed by Ne3 is in White’s 
favour. 

25 h4 

Ljubojevic probably did not 
expect this strong move. 

25 ... g4 

26 h5 

Exchanges clearly favour 

White. 
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26 ... gxf3 

27 hxg6 fxg6 

28 e5 

This break is decisive. 

28 ... Bf5 29 Rxf3 dxe5 
30 Bxf5 Rxf5 31 Rxf5 gxf5 
32 Bxe5 Qb6 33 d6 Kh7 
34 Nd5 Qd8 35 d7 Qh4 36 Qf2 
Qxf2-b 37 Kxf2 Bxe5 38 Rxe5 
Nd6 39 Re8 Rxe8 40 Nf6+. 
Black resigned. 


CLIGORIC-GELLER 
Yugoslavia v. USSR 1968 


1 

d4 

Nf6 

2 

c4 

g6 

3 

Nc3 

Bg7 

4 

e4 

d6 

5 

Nf3 

0-0 

6 

Be2 

e5 

7 

d5 

a5 



Yet another attempt to limit 
White’s activity on the Q-wing, 
and perhaps the most natural 
and logical of all. 

8 0-0 

8 Bg5 transposes into the text 
whilst 8 Be3 Ng4 9 Bg5 f6 
10 Bh4 Na6 is not dangerous. 

8 ... Na6 

9 Bg5 

With other moves White has 
to consider 9 ... Nh5. 

9 ... h6 

10 Bh4 Qe8 

10 ... g5 11 Bg3 Nh5 12 Nd2 
Nf4 13 Bg4 Nc5 14 f3 favours 
White. 

11 Nd2 Nh7 

12 a3 

White must seek chances on 
the Q-side. 

12 ... Bd7 

13 f3 

A defensive measure against 
Black’s activity on the K-wing 
and at the same time making 
possible Bf2 whence it supports 
a later c5. 

13 ... h5 

13 ... f5 would be too slow, 
so Geller decides to activate his 
bishop via h6. 


H 


l 

I 


t 

i 




14 Rbl 

In Petrosian-Stein 1967 
White preferred 14 Bf2 but 
Black defended well: 14 ... Qe7 
15 Qc2 h4 16 Rfdl f5 17 Rabl 
Qg5 18 b4 axb4 19 axb4 Nf6 
with counter-play. 

14 ... a4 

Black cannot allow 15 b4: 
14 ... Bh6 15 b4 Be3+ 16 Khl 
1‘5 17 exf5 gxf5 18 Qel fol¬ 
lowed by Bf2 is advantageous 
for White. 

15 Nb5 Bh6 

16 b4 

Very well played. White 
builds pressure on the “b M and 
“c” files, while the weakness of 
the pawn on a3 is insignificant. 

16 ... axb3 

17 Nxb3 Kh8 



Too slow for such a dynamic 
position. Portisch improved the 
line against Bukic that same 
year by 17 ... f5 18 exf5 Bxf5 
19 Bd3 g5. 

18 a4 Rg8 

19 Khl 

An unnatural move. 19 Bf2 
speedily followed by c5 would 
give White the advantage. 

19 ... f5 

20 c5 

Possible since 20 ... dxc5 
fails to 21 d6. 

20 ... g5 

21 Bel 

Now the bishop will go to c3. 

21 ... Qg6 

22 exf5 Bxf'5 

23 Rcl Raf8 

Players are often in two 
minds whether to bring into 
action all the pieces or to act 
immediately and often the 
wrong move is chosen. Here 
23 ... g4 was stronger. 

24 Bc3 g4 

25 cxd6 

If White considered 25 f4, he 
changed his mind because of 
25 ... Be4 threatening 26 ... 
Bxg2 + . 

25 ... gxf3 

26 Bxc5 + Nf6 
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Bxcl pie, 8 0-0 Nh7 9 Nel Nd7 

cxd6 10 Nd3 f5. However, it is a loss 

Bd3 of time at an early, sensitive 

Bxfl. stage of the game. 

8 Nd2 

If White wished to react to his 
opponent's intended ... Nh7 
and ... f5, he could play 8 h3 
Nh7 9 g4 f5 10 gxf5 gxf5 
11 exf5 Bxf5 12 Be3 with the 
better chances. Donner’s move, 
however, seems even better 
because, in some cases White 
can now' continue b4 when the 
knight will be needed on b3 to 
support a later c5. Additionally, 
8 Nd2 allows energetic action 
on the K-side. 

8 ... a5 

A natural answer in view of 
the possible pawn advance on 
the Q-wing. 

9 Nfl 

The knight is transferred to 
e3 or g3 — another plus for 
8 Nd2. 

9 ... Na6 

10 g4 


Kavalek evidently does not 
wish to meet Petrosian’s varia¬ 
tion and the last move avoids it. 
By controlling the square g5 
Black can remove the knight 
and continue ... f5. For exam- 


Black has stopped White's 
activity on one side, but he will 
have to cope with an initiative 
on the other wing. 

10 ... Nh7 

11 h4 f5 



v 

DONNER-KAVALEK 
Olympiad 1972 

1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 

3 Nc3 Bg7 

4 e4 d6 

5 Be2 0-0 

6 Nf3 c5 

7 d5 h6 


27 Bxf3 

28 Qxcl 

29 Nxd6 

30 Ne4 
Drawn. 
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This move has been criticized, 
but it is difficult to see how 
Black can wait. 

12 gxf5 gxf5 

13 exf5 Bxf5 

14 Ng3 Qd7 

15 Be3 Nb4 

Black evidently counted on 
the threat ... Nc2 + to keep 
White's king in the centre. 

16 Rcl e4 

17 Rgl 

17 Ngxe4 would be met by 
17 ... Nxa2. The open “g" file 
invites the text move. 

17 ... Nd3 + 

An error. 17 ... Kh8 was 
essential. 

18 Bxd3 exd3 

19 Nh5 Rf7 

20 Kd2 

Very simple and very strong. 
The king is safe in the middle of 
die board, and the rooks will 
soon be united. 

20 ... Re8 

21 Nxg7 Rxg7 

22 Qh5 

This is the sort of position 
where the defender suffers from 


the absence of the black- 
squared bishop. 23 Bd4 is 
threatened. 


22 ... Bg4 

23 Qxh6 Qf5 



24 f3 


A nice point! 24 ... Qxf3 
25 Rcfl Qh3 26 Bd4 loses as 
does Kavalek's reply. 

24 ... Nf6 

25 Rcfl Qe5 

26 fxg4 Nxg4 

27 Qxg7 + Qxg7 

27 ... Kxg7 28 Rxg4+ Kh7 

29 Rf7 4- loses the queen too. 

28 Rxg4 Qxg4 29 Rgl Qxgl 

30 Bxgl Rf8 31 Be3 Rf3 32 
Kxd3 Rh3 33 Nb5 Rh2 34 b3 
Rxa2 35 Bd2 c6 36 dxc6 bxc6 
37 Nxd6 Ra3 38 Kd4 Rxb3 
39 Bxa5. Black resigned. 
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FURMAN-VASIUKOV 
USSR Championship 1959 

1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 d6 

3 Nc3 e5 

4 Nf3 Nbd7 

5 e4 g6 

6 Be2 Bg7 

7 0-0 0-0 

8 Rbl 



One of the waiting moves at 
White's disposal* 

8 ... exd4 

It is too early and dangerous 
to cede the centre. Black should 
have waited. 8 ... a5 was a good 
reply. If 8 ... c6 White seizes 
space by 9 b4. Also, it is better 
to leave the rook at f8 for the 


moment in case White closes the 
centre, when it will be needed 
on that square. 

9 Nxd4 Re8 

10 f3 c6 

11 Bg5 

Now we see another point of 
White’s eighth move: 11 ... 
Qb6 would be met by 12 Be3. 

11 ... Qe7 

12 Qd2 Qf8 

13 Khl Nb6 

14 Rbdl 

When Black saddles himself 
with the backward pawn at d6, 
pressure on the “d” file is 
White’s natural course of 
action. 

14 ... Nfd7 

15 Rfel Nc5 

16 Be3 Be5 

Black’s pawn is sufficiently 
defended as long as his bishop 
occupies e5. Therefore White 
must prepare to play f4 by pro¬ 
tecting the point e4. 

17 Bfl a5 

18 Qf2 a4 

This was a serious mistake 
overlooking the tactical threat 
on the black squares. 
18 ... Nbd7 was correct. 

19 f4 Bh8 

20 e5 
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Now 20 ... dxe5 would be 
punished by 21 Nxc6. 

20 ... Nbd7 

21 Nxc6 

An unnecessary sacrifice. 
21 exd6 Nf6 (21 ... Qxd6 loses 
to 22 Nf3) 22 Nxc6 Nce4 
23 Nxe4 Nxe4 24 Ne7 + wins. 

21 ... bxc6 

22 Rxd6 Ne6 

23 Rxc6 f6 


In retrospect, it is clear that 
Black’s 19th move was not the 
best. 

27 Nd5 

A blunder. After the con¬ 
tinuation 27 fxe5 Qxf2 28 Bxf2 
Kh8 29 Bb5 White’s position 
would still be preferable. 

27 ... Ba6 

28 Ne7 + 

This does win the queen, but 
at a prohibitive price. 

28 ... Qxe7 

29 Rxe6 Qxe6 

30 Bxe6 + Rxe6 

31 f5 Rf6 

32 Qd2 Nc6 

Trifunovic demonstrated that 
32 ... Bb7 was correct, since 
after the text 33 Qd5 + Kb8 
34 Bg5 Rd8 35 Qe4 gxf5 
36 Qxa4 Bb7 37 Bxf6 Bxf6 
38 b4 would keep White alive. 


Indispensable in order to 
achieve counter-play. 

24 c5 Nb8 

Black is making the most of 
the chance offered by White’s 
21st move. 24 ... fxe5 loses to 
25 Bc4 Nf6 26 f5 Ng4 27 Qg3 
Qxf5 28 Rfl Qh5 29 Be2 a line 
pointed out by Trifunovic. 

25 Rd6 fxe5 

26 Bc4 Bg7 


33 fxg6 

Rxg6 

34 Qd5 + 

Kh8 

35 Qe4 

Bb5 

36 Rdl 

Rf8 

37 h3 

Nd4 

38 Rd2 

Ne2 

39 Qh4 

Ng3 + 

40 Kgl 

Rfl + 

White resigned. 



In spite of the errors, an in¬ 
structive and typical King’s 
Indian brawl. 
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RABAR-TTETZSCH 


Olympiad 1952 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 

d6 

3 Nf3 

Nbd7 

4 Nc3 


5 e4 

e5 

6 Be2 

Bg7 

7 0-0 

0-0 

8 Rel 

c6 


8 ... exd4 9 Nxd4 Nc5 10 f3 
a5 is bad because of 11 Ndb5 
when Black’s logical develop¬ 
ment is thwarted. The order of 
moves is important, and also 
apparent in another line — 
8 ... Re8 9 d5 Nc5 10 Bfl a5 
11 Rbl when the rook is out of 
place on e8. 

9 Rbl 



9 ... a5 

This is better than 9 ... exd4 
10 Nxd4 Nc5 11 f3 Nh5 12 Be3 
Ne6 13 Bfl. 


10 

b3 

exd4 

11 

Nxd4 

Re8 

12 

f3 

Nc5 

13 

Be3 

Nfd7 

14 

Qd2 

Nf8 

15 

Rbdl 

Bd7 


The backward “d” pawn 
makes the defence of the 
position a difficult task: one 
false step and the situation 
becomes irreparably bad. With 
his last two moves, Pietzsch has 
lost the logical thread. 
14 ... Qc7, 14 ... Qe7 or 
14 ... Be5 is normal. 

16 Bfl f5 

This tactical attempt will be 
refuted, although not without 
difficulty. 16 ... Nfe6 was in 
order. 

17 exf5 gxf5 

18 Nde2 Ng6 

18 ... Be5 is better. The 
bishop on d7 needed protection 
but Black is following his 
tactical path. 

(see following diagram) 


Bfl is more precise and will 
be analysed in subsequent 
games. 


19 Qxd6 

Well calculated. 


I 



21 Qd6 

The only way. 21 Nxc3 fails 
to 21 ... Bxc3 22 Re3 Bb4 

23 Qd4 Qf8 24 c5 Be6. 

21 ... Qb6 + 

22 Khl Be8 

Or 22 ... Rc2 23 Qxd7 Rxa2 

24 Ng3. 

23 Nxc3 Bxc3 

24 c5 Qb4 

25 Bc4 + B17 

25 ... Kh8 fails to 26 Rd4. 

26 a3 

Simple but pretty! The queen 
is deflected from the protection 
of the bishop at c3. 

26 ... Qxa3 

27 Bxf7 + Kxf7 

28 Qe6+ Kg7 

29 Rd7 + Kh8 


26 ... Kh6 loses the bishop. 

30 Qe8 + 

Black resigned. 

NAJDORF-IVKOV 
Mar del Plata 1955 

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 Nc3 Bg7 
4 e4 d6 5 Nf3 0-0 6 Be2 e5 
7 0-0 Nbd7 8 Rel c6 9 Rbl a5 
10 b3 Re8 11 Bfl Ng4 
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Comparing the opening 
moves of this game with others 
in which the same variation was 
applied leads to the conclusion 
that Najdorf’s order of moves is 
not the most precise. Ivkov 
reacts well. He increases the 
pressure on d4, trying to fix the 
central pawn formation. 

12 Bg5 

In Bukic-Marovic, Yugoslav 
Championship 1963, Black had 
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to overcome more serious dif¬ 
ficulties after 12 d5 Nc5 13 h3. 
However, 13 ... Nh6 (but not 
13 ... Nf6 14 a3 cxd5 15 cxd5 
Bd7 16 Nd2 Rf8 17 Nc4 Qc7 

18 a4 b6 19 Na3 Ne8 20 Bb5 

with advantage to White, 
Gligoric-Minic, Yugoslav Cham¬ 
pionship 1970) 14 Be3 f5 

15 Bxc5 dxc5 16 dxc6 bxc6 
17 Qxd8 Rxd8 18 Rbdl Rxdl 

19 Rxdl Nf7 gave Black good 
chances to equalize. 

12 ... f6 

13 Bel exd4 

14 Nxd4 f5 

Making the most of his active 
knight and bishop, Black 
threatens ... Qb6 and ... Qh4. 


15 h3 Qb6 

16 Nee2 



A necessary sacrifice. There is 
no time for withdrawal; active 
play is imperative. 


17 Kxf2 Rxe4 

18 Bb2 

But not 18 Be3 f4. 

18 ... Nc5 

19 Kgl 

It is not easy to break the pin. 
Vukovic pointed out 19 Kf3 
Ne6 20 Nc2 Ng5 + 21 Kg3 

Bxb2 22 Rxb2 Qc5 yields Black 
a dangerous initiative. Najdorf, 
therefore, decides to escape. 

19 ... Ne6 

20 Khl Nxd4 

21 Nxd4 Rxd4 

21 ... Rxel 22 Qxel Bxd4 
loses to 23 Qe8+ Kg7 24 Qe3 
c5 25 Qe7 + Kg8 26 Bxd4 cxd4 
27 c5 and 28 Bc4+ . 


22 

Bxd4 

Qxd4 

22 ... 

. Bxd4 would be 

23 

Qxd4 

Bxd4 

24 

Rbdl 

c5 

25 

Re8 + 


If 25 

Re7 then 25 ... 

25 

»•» 

Kf7 

26 

Rdel 

Be5 

27 

Rd8 

b6 

28 

Bd3 

h5 

29 

Bc2 

Ke7 

30 

Rh8 

Kf7 

31 

Rd8 

Ke7 

32 

Rh8 

Kf7. 


Drawn, 


RESHEVSKY-NAJDORF 


Match 

1953, 

15th game 

1 

d4 

Nf6 

2 

c4 

S 6 

3 

Nc3 

Bg7 

4 

e4 

0-0 

5 

Nf3 

d6 

6 

Be2 

e5 

7 

0-0 

Nbd7 

8 

Rel 

Re8 


Black should defer this move 
in favour of the useful waiting 
moves ... c6 and ... a5. 

9 Bfl c6 

10 Rbl 

Now that Black has already 
committed his rook to e8, clos¬ 
ing the centre is advantageous 
to White and 10 d5 was a 
strong choice. 

10 ... Ng4 



Najdorf missed the right 
moment to simplify and 

equalize with 10 ... exd4 
11 Nxd4 d5 12 cxd5 cxd5 

13 exd5 Rxel 14 Qxel Nb6. 

11 Bg5 f6 

12 Bel a5 

Played in order to limit 

White’s action on the Q-side, 
but the hole created on b6 is a 
lasting weakness. “Do not 
advance pawns on the wing 
where the opponent is going to 
play” is a principle applicable 
here. The manoeuvre ... Nh6- 
Nf7 was to be preferred. 

13 h3 Nli6 

14 Be3 Nf7 

15 Qc2 Qe7 

16 Rbdl Bh6 

Due to the weakness at b6 
Black has to avoid 16 ... Nf8 
17 Na4. His decision to 
exchange bishops is natural as 
his king’s bishop is not as strong 
as is usual in similar 
positions. 

17 Bxh6 Nxh6 

18 Na4 exd4 

Najdorf probably decided to 
exchange on d4 to prevent 
White playing c5 but this only 
enhances White’s advantage 
and emphasizes Black’s pas¬ 
sivity. 
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19 Nxd4 Nf7 

20 Nb3 b6 

Played in order to protect a5 
and develop the unfortunate 
bishop, but the pawn formation 
is further weakened* 

21 Qd2 Rb8 

22 Nd4 Bb7 

23 b3 Qf8 

24 h4 



With a clear spatial 
advantage Reshevsky has 
various ways of setting prob¬ 
lems for his opponent. The last 
move has in mind the possibility 
of developing the bishop to h3, 

24 ... Rbd8 

25 Qf4 Qh6 

26 Qxh6 Nxh6 

27 g3 

White sets about proving that 
the ending is also in his favour. 


Bh3 is as unpleasant as it looks 
and the threat of it forces Black 
into an unfavourable tine. 


27 ... 

c5 

28 Nb5 

Rxe4 

29 Rxe4 

Bxe4 

30 Rxd6 

Nf7 

31 Rdl 

Nde5 

32 Rxd8 + 

Nxd8 

33 Bg2 


33 ... Nf3 + m 

ust be parried. 

33 ... 

Bxg2 

34 Kxg2 

Nd7 

35 Nd6 

Nc6 

36 Kf3 


Well calculated 

. The ending is 

won. 


36 ... 

Nb4 

37 a3 

Nc2 

38 Ke4 

Nxa3 

39 Kd3 

Kf8 

40 Kc3 

b5 

41 Nxb5 

Nxb5 + 

42 exb5 

Ke7 

43 f4. 


Black resigned. 



43 ... Kd6 fails to 44 Kc4 f5 
45 b6 Kc6 46 b7 etc. 


RESHEVSKY-CLIGORIC 
Match 1952, 1st game 

1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 

3 Nc3 Bg7 
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4 e4 d6 

5 Nf3 0-0 

6 Be2 e5 

7 0-0 Nbd7 

8 Rel c6 

9 Bfl Re8 

For reasons already 
explained, 9 ... a5 would be 
better. 

10 d5 c5 


more precise* For example: 
11 g3 Nf8 12 a3 Ng4 13 Nh4 
Bf6 14 h3 Bxh4 15 gxh4 Nf6 
16 Bg5 or 13 ... f5 14 exf5 gxf5 
15 Bh3 (Bronstein). 

11 ... Rf8 

11 ... Nh5 also comes into 
consideration. 

12 g3 Ne8 

13 b4 



On 10 ... Qe7 White can seize 
more space by 11 b4. 
Additionally 10 ... cxd5 

11 cxd5 a5 12 Bg5 h6 13 Bh4 
g5 14 Bg3 Nh5 15 Nd2 or 
11 ... a6 12 h3 b5 13 b4 Nb6 
14 a4 is in his favour. 


In Pachman-Uhlmann, 1958, 
there was 13 Rbl f5 14 Ng5 
Ndf6 15 exf5 gxf5 16 Ne6 Bxe6 
17 dxe6 Nc7 18 Bh3 and 
White had the better of it. If 
Black controls the square g5 
with 13 ... h6 White would play 
14 Nh4. 

13 ... Qe7 

Boleslavsky preferred 13 ... 
h6, keeping the queen on d8. 

14 Ra2 

Since White’s intention is to 
open the “b” file, the rook is 
better placed at bl. However, in 
1952 precision in the opening 
was not perfect. Besides, on a2 
it has its points. 

14 ... Nc7 


11 a3 

With the centre blocked 
White turns to the wing. 
Perhaps g3 immediately is even 


Liking neither 14 ... f6 nor 
14 ... h6, Black has no other 
choice but to wait. In the King’s 
Indian Defence it is a decision 
not to be recommended. 
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15 Be3 b6 

16 Nh4 

After 16 ... f5 White would 
now have 17 exf5 gxf5 18 Bh3. 

16 ... Ne8 

17 Qcl Nc7 

In a passive position Black 
finds nothing better to do than 
wait — an unusual situation for 
Gligoric. 


18 

Bg5 

Bf6 

19 

Bh6 

Bg7 

20 

Bh3 

Re8 

21 

Bxg7 

Kxg7 

22 

Qd2 

Nf8 

23 

Bxc8 

Rexc8 

24 

bxc5 

bxc5 

25 

Kb2 



Its time to think of the open 
file. 

25 ... Nd7 

26 Na4 Rcb8 

Not 26 ... Nb6 27 Rxb6. 

27 Rebl Qd8 

28 Kg2 h6 

29 Qa5 Nb6 

A dubious decision. Correct 
was 29 ... Rxb2 30 Rxb2 Rb8. 

30 Nxb6 axb6 

31 Qc3 Kg8 

This prevents 32 f4. The 
pawn on b6 is protected in¬ 


directly — after the exchanges 
on b6 there is ... Nxd5. 

32 Qd2 

The critical moment. After 
32 ... Kg7 33 Rxb6 Rxb6 
34 Rxb6 Rxa3 35 Qb2 White’s 
heavy artillery dominates the 
open file and penetrates Black’s 
position. Some commentators 
proposed 32 ... Qg5. The fact is 
that h6 is more valuable than 
a3. 

32 ... Rxa3 

33 Qxh6 Ne8 


Better was 33 ... Ra6 in order 
to free the queen. 



34 14 

Very strong. White 
immediately opens the “f” file 
and starts a direct attack on his 
opponent’s king. 

34 ... exf4 

35 Rf2 


So that 35 ... 

. fxg3 is refuted 

by 36 Nxg6. 


35 ... 

Qe7 

36 Qxf4 

Ra4 

37 Rbfl 

Rb7 

38 Nxg6 


Another pretty point. 

38 ... 

fxg6 

39 Qh6 

Qxe4 + 

40 Kgl 

Qd4 

41 Kg2 

Qe4 + 

42 Kh3. 


Black resigned. 


GOLOMBEK- 

IVKOV 

Opatija 1953 



1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 Nc3 Bg7 
4 e4 d6 5 Nf3 0-0 6 Be2 e5 
7 0-0 Nbd7 8 Rel c6 9 Bfl 
Re8 10 Rbl a5 11 d5 Nc5 



If 11 ... c5 12 a3 Ng4, then 
13 Bg5 f6 14 Bh4 slows down 


Black’s counter-action on the 
K-wing, retaining the better 
chances. 

12 h3 

12 a3 meets a strong reply, 

12 ... a4. 

12 ... cxd5 

In Gligoric-Stein, Interzonal 
1967, there was: 12 ... Bd7 

13 Nd2 Nh5 14 Nb3 with 
somewhat better prospects. 

13 cxd5 Bd7 

14 b3 

Ivkov proposed 14 Nd2 as 
better. 

14 ... b5 

Possible because the pawn on 
e4 is not sufficiently protected. 

15 b4 

The only move. 

15 ... axb4 

16 Rxb4 Qa5 

The game is equal. 

17 a3 Rec8 

18 Bd2 

Black threatened 18 ... Na6 
while 18 Nxb5 would have been 
met by 18 ... Ncxe4. So White 
decided to clear the situation on 
the Q-side keeping his bishop 
pair. 
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18 ... Qxa3 

19 Nxb5 Bxb5 

20 Bxb5 



36 Nxd6 Rxf3 37 Ne4 Nh5 
38 Rld7 R3f7 39 Rxf7 

39 Ng5 Rfl 4- leads to mate. 

39 ... Rxf7 

40 Rb6 Rf4 

41 Re6 Ng7 

42 Re5 h6. 

White resigned. 

FTACNIK-TAL 
Sochi 1977 

1 c4 Nf6 2 Nc3 g6 3 e4 d6 
4 d4 Bg7 5 Nf3 0-0 6 Be2 e5 
7 0-0 Nbd7 8 Rel c6 9 Bfl a5 
10 Rbl Re8 11 d5 Nc5 12 b3 


But Golombek did not see 
this move! In the King’s Indian 
Defence such tactical pos¬ 
sibilities are not rare and one 
can never be careful enough. 

21 Qbl Bxd2 

22 Nxd2 Qc3 

Black is on the offensive and 


Preparing for a3-b4 is un¬ 
doubtedly the most logical line 
here. 

12 ... Bd7 

Black has in mind ... cxd5 
and ... b5, utilizing the pressure 
on e4. 


the exchange of queens won’t 
diminish the attack. 

23 Qb2 Qxb2 

24 Rxb2 Reb8 

25 Rbbl Ra2 

The pawn on e4 is doomed. 

26 Nc4 Ncxe4 27 Bc6 Rd8 
28 f3 Nc3 29 Rb7 Nfxd5 30 
Bxd5 Nxd5 31 Rdl Nf4 32 
Nxe5 Rxg2+ 33 Khl Rg3 
34 Nxil Rxh3 + 35 Kgl Rf8 


13 Nd2 

13 dxc6 Bxc6 14 Qc2 Rc8 

15 Ba3 (to prevent ... b5) Qb6 

16 Rbdl leaves Black with no 
counter-play. 13 a3 is too early 
and can be met by 13 ... cxd5 
14 cxd5 b5 15 b4 axb4 
16 Rxb4 Rb8. 

13 ... Bh6 

Bad is 13 ... Qb8, played in 
Hort-Minic, Zlatni Pjasci 1969, 


because after 14 a3 cxd5 

15 cxd5, 15 ... b5 is refuted by 

16 b4 axb4 17 Rxb4, while 
15 ... Rc8 16 Qf3 Ne8 17 Bb5 
also leads to a clear positional 
advantage for White. Minic 
improved his play two years 
later against Stein (USSR- 
Yugoslavia, Erevan) with 
13 ... Rf8 14 a3 cxd5 15 cxd5 
Ne8 16 b4 axb4 17 Rxb4 
(there’s nothing in 17 axb4 
Na4) 17 ... Bh6, but Stein still 
had pressure after 18 Nb3 Bxcl 
19 Qxcl b6 20 Nd2 f5 21 Qb2. 

14 a3 cxd5 

15 cxd5 Rf8 

In Kikinda 1976 Minic tried 
15 ... b5 but lost after 16 b4 
axb4 17 Rxb4 Rb8 18 Qc2 Na6 
19 Rxb5. His opponent, Vukic 
showed 18 ... Qa5 19 Nb3 
Nxb3 20 Qxb3 Bxcl 21 Rxcl 
Rcc8 22 Rbl and 18 ... Qc8 
19 Nc4 with advantage. 
15 ... Rc8 16 a4 is also advan¬ 
tageous to White. 

16 Nc4 

Natural and strong. 

16 ... Bxcl 

17 Qxcl Qc7 

1 n Polugayevsky-M inic, 

Vinkovci 1976, 17 ... Ne8 

18 Qe3 Rc8 19 b4 axb4 
70 axb4 Na6 21 Reel did not 
.olve Black’s problems either. 


18 b4 axb4 

19 axb4 Na4 

20 Nxa4 Bxa4 

21 Qe3 



This is a mistake. After the 
game Ftacnik pointed out 
21 Qg5 Kg7 22 Rbcl, assessing 
his position as advantageous. 
After the text complications set 
in Black’s favour. 

21 ... Bc2 

22 Rbcl Bxe4 

23 f4 


Ftacnik did not like 23 Nb6 
Qe7, losing another central 
pawn and 23 Nd2 Bc2 24 Qf3 
Kg7 25 Bd3 Ra2 did not appeal 
to him either. 


23 

.. 

Qd8 

24 

fxe5 

dxe5 

25 

d6 

Re8 

26 

Redl 

Re6 

27 

d7 
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Ftacnik saw 27 Nb6 Ng4 
28 Qc5 Qh4 29 h3 Qg3 
30 hxg4 Ra2. 

27 ... Bc6 

If 27 ... Bd5, then 28 Nxe5 
Ng4 29 Nxf7. 

28 Nxe5 Nxd7 

Or 28 ... Ba4 29 Bc4. 

29 Nxc6 bxc6 

30 Qd4 

A serious alternative, accord¬ 
ing to Ftacnik, was 30 Qf2. 

30 Qb6 31 Qxb6 Nxb6 
32 b5 cxb5 33 Bxb5 Ra5 
34 Rbl Kg7 35 Rd2 h5 36 Bfl 
Nc8 37 Rd7 Nd6 38 Rdl Nf5 
39 Be4 Rf6 40 Rf 1 Re5 41 Bd3 
Ne3 42 Rxf6 Kxf6 43 h3 h4 
44 Rd4 Kg5 45 Bc4 f5 46 Kf2 
f4 47 Bd3 Nd5 48 Re4 Rxe4 
49 Bxe4 Nf6 50 Bc2 Nd7 
51 Be4 Ne5 52 Bb7. Drawn. 


BAUMBACH-SYRE 
East Germany 1977 

1 d4 d6 2 c4 e5 3 Nf3 Nd7 4 
Nc3 g6 5 e4 Bg7 6 Be2 Ngf6 
7 0-0 0-0 8 Rel c6 9 Bfl a5 
10 Rbl exd4 

If Black wants to avoid the 
closing of the centre after 
10 ... Re8, this is the most 


serious attempt. However, it 
brings other difficulties. Ceding 
the centre leaves Black with the 
weakness on d6. 

11 Nxd4 Re8 

After 11 ... Ng4 12 Qxg4 
Bxd4 13 Qdl Qf6 or 13 Qg3 
Nf6 14 Bg5 h6 Black has a good 
game. White should proceed 
with 12 h3 Qb6 13 hxg4 Bxd4 
14 Be3 with the better game. 

12 Nc2 

Unnecessary. 12 f3 is clearly 
the most natural and best. It is 
true Encyclopaedia of Chess 
Openings gives 12 ... d5 cxd5 
Nxd5 (not 13 ... cxd5 14 Ndb5 
with a strong initiative) 14 Khl 
(14 Nce2 Nc7 15 Be3 Be5 gave 
Black excellent counter-play in 
Polugayevsky-Nemet, Vinkovci 
1976) ... Nxc3 15 bxc3 Nc5 
16 Be3 Bf8 as equal, but it is 
difficult to accept the opinion. 
White's position is to be prefer¬ 
red. 

12 ... Qe7 

13 Bf4 Ne5 

14 Qd2 

Baumbach proposed 14 f3 
with some advantage to White. 

14 ... NH5 

15 Bg5 f6 

16 Be3 Be6 

17 b3 


f 

i 


Baumbach gives 17 Be2 as 
l lie proper solution. After the 
lext Black gains the bishop pair. 

17 ... Ng4 

18 Bel Nxe3 

19 Qxe3 f5 


28 Rfl Bh3 

29 Ncd4 Qg4 

30 Nc3 Rxc3 

White resigned. 

VII 



In opening the diagonals 
Black has a particular pos¬ 
sibility in mind. 

20 Bxh5 f4 

21 Qf3 gxh5 

22 Ne2 Be5 

23 Nxf4 

23 Qxh5 Qg7 is also in 
Black’s favour. 

23 ... Rf8 

24 g3 Bg4 

25 Qe3 Qg7 

26 Ne2 

Or 26 Khl h4. 

26 ... Rf3 

27 Qd2 Raf8 


LOMBARD-GL1GORIC 


Olympiad 1970 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 

g 6 

3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 e4 

d6 

5 Be2 

0-0 

6 Bg5 



By playing this move White 
prevents ... e5 and forces his 
opponent to turn to other lines. 

6 ... c5 

The most popular response, 
provoking d5. Black thereby 
opens the long diagonal, fixes 
the pawn centre and has a 
choice of further continuations. 

7 d5 

7 dxc5 Qa5 8 Bd2 (or 8 Qd2 
dxc5 9 e5 Rd8) ... Qxc5 9 Nf3 
Bg4 followed by ... Bxf3 
and ... Nc6 gives Black an easy 
game. 

7 ... a6 

(see following diagram) 









60 


Play lhe King's Indian Defence 



8 a4 

Otherwise ... b5 is possible. 

8 ... Qa5 

9 Bd2 

This is also played in order to 
prevent ... b5. After 9 Qd2 
Black can sacrifice a pawn with 
9 ... b5 10 cxb5 axb5 11 Bxb5 
Bd7 12 Bd3 Qb4 or 13 ... Ba6 
with counter-play. 

9 ... e6 


10 ... exd5 

11 exd5 

11 cxd5 is eventually more 
energetic. After 11 ... Re8 
12 0-0 Qc7 13 Qc2 Bg4 14 b3 
Bxf3 15 Bxf3 Nbd7 16 a5, 
Portisch-Ivkov, Santa Monica 
1966, White was somewhat 
better. 

11 ... Bg4 

12 0-0 Qc7 

13 h3 Bxf3 

Black's white-squared bishop 
is not worth much. Black has 
equalized. 

14 Bxf3 Nbd7 

15 Qc2 1 Ne8 

In deciding to play ... f5, 
Gligoric intended to cover the 
weakness ate6 by ... Ng7, using 
e5 as the base for a knight and 
bishop. 

16 Be2 


Now is the moment to open 
the “e” file. 

10 Nf3 

In Ciocaltea-Gligoric, Mos¬ 
cow 1956, White attacked with 

10 g4, but after 10 ... exd5 

11 exd5 Qd8 12 h4 Re8 13 Kfl 
Nbd7 14 h5 Ne4 (Euwe pro¬ 
posed 14 ... Ne5 as even better) 
15 Nxe4 Rxe4 16 hxg6 fxg6 
17 Ra3 Nf6 Black had a good 
game. 


16 Rael is preferable. 

16 ... f5 

17 f4 

This controls e5 but evidently 
weakens his position. 

17 ... Bd4 + 

18 Kh2 Ng7 

The knight is well-placed: it 
covers e6, discourages White’s 
assault on the K-wing and 
makes possible ... Nh5. 


19 Bf3 

20 Ne2 
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Rae8 

20 Rael was necessary. 
Lombard plays passively. 

20 ... Be3 

21 Bel Nf6 

22 Ra3 Qc7 

Preventing 23 Bh4 and at the 
same time getting ready to seize 
the initiative. 


23 Rd3 g5 



Black’s pieces are excellently 
posted and he concluded it was 
lime to attack. 


24 fxg5 Bxg5 

25 Bd2 Qe5 + 

26 *3 

25 Bd2 was dubious and this 
now loses immediately. 
However, White’s position was 
difficult anyway. 

26 ... Qxe2-h 

27 Kgl 


Or 27 Bxc2 Rxe2+ 28 Kgl 
Ne4 etc. 

27 ... Qe5 28 Bxg5 Qxg3 + 
29 Qg2 Qxg2+ 30 Bxg2 Ne4 
31 Bf4 Nh5 32 Bh2 f4 33 Bxe4 
Rxe4 34 b3 Kg7 35 Kf2 Kf6 
36 Kf3 Kf5 37 Bgl Nf6 38 a5 
Nd7 39 Kg2 Re2+ 40 Khl Ke4 
41 Rc3 Ne5 42 B»i2 Nd3. Now 
tha( While’s lime-trouble was 
over he resigned. 


FORINTOS-MAROV1C 
Skopje 1970 

3 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 

3 Nc3 Bg7 

4 e4 d6 

5 Be2 0-0 

6 Bg5 c5 

6 ... h6 usually transposes 
into the same lines but Brinck- 
Claussen-Andersson, Copen¬ 
hagen 1965, developed dif¬ 
ferently: 6 ... h6 7 Bf4 Nc6 
8 d5 e5 9 Be3 Nd4 10 Bxd4 
exd4 11 Qxd4 Re8 12 Qd3 Nd7 
and strong pressure on the black 
squares offered Black enough 
counter-play. 

7 d5 e6 

(see following diagram) 


8 Nf3 
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8 Qd2 was often played, too. 
After 8 ... exd5 9 exd5 Qb6 
Henckin pointed out 10 Nf3 
Bf5 11 Nh4 Ne4 12 Nxe4 Bxe4 
13 f3 Qxb2 14 Rcl with better 
prospects for White. The 
regular line — 9 ... Re8 10 Nf3 
Bg4 11 0-0 Nbd7 12 h3 Bxf3 
13 Bxf3 a6 14 a4 Qe7 15 Rael 
Qf8 16 Bdl Rxel 17 Rxel Re8 
18 Rxe8 Qxe8 19 Bf4, in spite 
of apparent simplicity, can be 
dangerous for Black. Ulhmann- 
Gligoric, Hastings 1970/1, con¬ 
tinued 19 ... Qe7 20 Qe2 Kf8 
21 Qxe7+ Kxe7 22 a5 and the 
ending was in White’s favour. 
As he commands more space 
and the pair of bishops, White’s 
chances are not so small as 
might appear at first sight. 

8 ... h6 

9 Bd2 

9 Bh4 exd5 10 cxd5 
transposes into a Benoni varia¬ 


tion where the simple 10 ... g5 
11 Bg3 Nh5 equalizes. 

9 ... exd5 

10 exd5 Na6 

10 ... Bf5, intending 11 0-0 
Ne4, or winning time after 
11 Nh4 Bd7 12 0-0 Na6, is 
more precise. 

11 0-0 Nc7 

12 h3 Re8 

13 a4 

Black could have freed his 
game by 12 ... b5 and a4 should 
have been played a move 
earlier. 

13 ... b6 

14 Bd3 a6 

15 Be3 Rb8 

... b5 will undermine the 
point d5 and Forintos took 45 
minutes for his last move. He 
found a dangerous plan. 

16 Qd2 Kh7 

17 Rabl b5 

18 b4 

(see following diagram) 

Black felt uneasy as he could 
not take on b4 because the 
knight on f3 would enter the 
fight via d4 with decisive effect. 

18 ... bxc4 

19 bxc5 Rxbl 

20 Bxbl dxc5 
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21 d6 Ne6 

22 Ne5 Nd4 

Played with knowledge that 
only energetic moves could help 
Black to escape from his 
predicament. 

23 Nxf7 Qa5 

The idea of playing 
23 ... Qd7 24 Nxh6 Qxh3 or 
first ... Bxh6 and then ... Qxh3 
was examined but dismissed as 
unrealistic in view of Bxg6 + . 
The text move threatened 
... Qxc3. 

24 Khl Ng8 

24 ... Nb3 was also possible 
but the text was preferred. 

25 f4 Rf8 

After the game Browne 
showed 25 ... Nf5 which Black 
had considered but, in time 
trouble, had been unable to 


decide how to continue after 
26 Ne5 Ng3+ 27 Kgl Bxe5 
28 fxe5 Nxfl 29 Kxf 1. 

26 d7 Bxd7 

27 Nd6 Bf5 

28 Nxc4 Qb4 

28 ... Qc7 was the right 
move. 

29 Ne5 Rd8 

Bad. 29 ... Ne7 was in¬ 
dispensable. 

30 Bxf5 gxf5 

31 Rbl Qa5 

32 Rb7 Nf6 

33 Nc4 

It was White’s turn to err. 
Now in time trouble, too, he did 
not see that 33 Qd3 Ne4 could 
be refuted by 34 Nxe4 Qel + 
35 Kh2 Nf3 + 36 gxf3 Rxd3 
37 Nf6 + . 

33 ... Nf3 34 gxf3 Rxd2 
35 Nxa5 Rd3 36 Bxc5 Rxc3 37 
Bd4 Rcl + 38 Kh2 Nh5 39 Nb3 
Rc2 + 40 Kgl Kg8 41 Rb8 + 
Kh7 42 Be5 Bxe5 43 fxe5 Nf4 
44 Nd4 

More moves than necessary 
to satisfy the time control were 
made. Now Black chose the 
rook-ending to draw. 

44 ... Ne2 + 

45 Nxe2 Rxe2 

46 Re8 Kg6 
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47 h4 

f4 

48 Re6 + 

Kh5 

49 Kfl 

Re3 

50 Kf2 

Kxh4 

51 Rxa6 

Kg5 

51 ... Rxe5 52 

Rxh6 + 

53 Rhl followed 

by Ral 

not to Black's liking. 

52 eft 

Kf6 

53 Rb6 

Ra3 

54 Rb4 

Ra2 + 

55 Kfl 

Kxe6 

56 Rxf4 

Ke5 

57 Rh4 

Kf5. 

Drawn. 



UHLM ANN-ADOR J AN 
Amsterdam 1971 


1 d4 


2 c4 

Bg7 

3 Nc3 

c5 

4 d5 

d6 

5 e4 

Nf6 

6 Be2 

0-0 

7 Bg5 

8 Bf4 

h6 


(see following diagram) 

If 8 Bh4 Black reacts 
immediately with 8 ... a6 9 Nf3 
b5 or 9 a4 Qa5 10 Qd2 Nbd7 
11 Nf3 b5 12 cxb5 axb5 
13 Bxb5 Nxe4 14 Nxe4 Qxb5 as 
in Kristiansson-Olafsson, 
Reykjavik 1966, where Black 
had the better of it. 



This is more exact than 

8 ... e5 when White does not 
have to accept the pawn 
sacrifice and can continue 

9 Bd2 with the intention of at¬ 
tacking with g4 and h4. The 
pawn sacrifice introduced by 
Black's eighth move is based on 
quick development and tactical 
possibilities. 

9 dxe6 Bxe6 

10 Bxd6 Re8 

Black has quite enough for 
the pawn: his bishop on g7 is 
very strong, his queen's knight 
enters via c6, and ... Qa5 will 
increase the pressure. 11 Bxc5 
does not work because of 
11 ... Qa5 12 b4 Qa6 13 Nb5 
Nxe4 14 Nc7 Qc6 15 Nxe8 
Bc3 -f etc. 11 e5 is met by 
11 ... Nfd7 12 f4 g5 13 Nf3 
gxf4 14 Qd2 Nc6 15 Qxf4 


Ndxe5 16 Bxe5 Nxe5 17 Nxe5 
Qd4 18 Bd3 Bxc4 etc. 

11 Nf3 Nc6 

12 0-0 Nd4 



Popov-Cebalo, Zagreb 1973, 
continued 12 ... Qa5 13 e5 Nd7 
14 Nd5 Bxd5 15 Qxd5 Rac8 
with equal play. In this varia¬ 
tion 13 a3 fails to 13 ... Red8 

14 b4 cxb4 15 axb4 Qxal 
16 Qxal Nxe4. However, 
13 Nd2 Red8 14 Bf4 Nd4 

15 Nd5 kept advantage in 
Uhlmann-Sznapik, Berlin 1979. 
The text move is based upon 

13 Bxc5 Nxe2 + 14 Qxe2 Qc8. 
if 13 Be5, then 13 ... Nxf3 + is 
good enough. 13 Nxd4 cxd4 

14 Qxd4 is met by 14 ... Nxe4 

15 Qxe4 Qxd6 16 Qxb7 Rab8 
followed by ... Rxb2. 

13 e5 Nd7 

14 Rel 


14 Nxd4 cxd4 15 Qxd4 Nxe5 

16 Bxe5 Qxd4 17 Bxd4 Bxd4 is 
slightly advantageous to White. 
18 Racl keeps a minimal 
advantage but that’s about all. 

14 ... Nc6 

14 ... Bf5 is also good. 

15 Ne4 

Polugayevsky-Bilek, Busum 
1968, where there was a dif¬ 
ferent order of moves and h6 
was not played, continued 
15 Nd5 Rc8 16 Qb3 Ndxe5 

17 Bxc5 b6 18 Be3, but after 


18 ... Na5 
advantage. 

White had 

no 

15 ... 

b6 


16 Bfl 

Rc8 


16 ... Ndxe5 is refuted 

by 


17 Nxe5 Nxe5 18 Nxc5, but 
16 ... Bg4 was strong. 

17 Qb3 Bg4 

18 Radi 

Preparing for 18 ... Nd4 
19 Nxd4 Bxdl 20 Rxdl cxd4 
21 Rxd4. 

18 ... Bxf3 

19 Qxf3 Nd4 

20 Qh3 Nxe5 

So Black has won back his 
pawn centralizing his pieces. 


21 b4 
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White is nearer to a draw 
after Bxe5 and Nc3. 

21 ... f5 

22 Bxe5 Rxe5 

23 Nc3 Qe8 

Black pays more attention to 
the position of his pieces than to 
the gain of material. 

24 R\e5 Qxe5 

25 bxc5 bxc5 

26 Nd5 Rb8 

Commanding the open files, 
Black is clearly superior. 

27 Qa3 Rb2 

Excellent. If 28 Qxc5 then 
simply 28 ... Rxa2. 

28 Qxa7 Qe4 

29 Qa4 

To prevent ... Qc2. 

29 ... Qh4 

The players are in time- 
trouble and mistakes creep in. 
This move should have been 
prepared by ... Kh7. 

30 Qe8+ Kh7 

31 Qe3 

31 Ne7 loses to 31 ... Nf3+. 

31 ... Rxa2 

32 Rbl h5 

33 g3 

This is an error. 33 Rb7 was 
necessary. 


33 ... Qe4 

34 Qxe4 

Again, Rb7 was better, 

34 ... fxe4 

35 Kg2 

35 Bg2 losesd to 35 ... Nf3 + 

35 ... Nf5 

Another mistake. 35 ... Nf3 
36 Ne3 Bd4 37 Rb3 Kh6, 
threatening ... Nd2, decides. 
After the text White can hold 
with Rel - Re2. Unfortunately 
for him his flag fell and he lost. 

LENGYEL-ANTUNAC 
Zagreb 1973 


1 c4 

Nf6 

2 Nc3 


3 e4 

d6 

4 cl 4 

Bg7 

5 Be2 

0-0 

6 Bg5 

c5 


An interesting alternative is 
6 ... Nbd7 7 Qd2 (on 7 f4 there 
is 7 ... e5 8 fxe5 dxe5 9 dxe5 
Nxe5 10 Qxd8 Rxd8 11 Nd5 
Nxd5 12 Bxd8 Nb4 and, 
according to Geller, Black has 
good compensation in active 
piece play) ... c6 8 Nf3 e5 
9 0-0 exd4 10 Nxd4 Nc5 
11 Qf4 (but not 11 f3 
Nfxe4) ... Qe7 12 Radi Qe5, 
N. Garcia-Chiburdanidze, 


Olympiad 1980. Here 7 ... e5 
8 d5 Nc5 is not so precise. It is 
true, 9 b4 is met by 9 ... Ncxe4 
10 Nxe4 Nxe4 11 Bxd8 Nxd2 
12 Bxc7 e4 13 Rcl e3 with 
unclear consequences and 9 f3 
finds an answer in 9 ... h6 
10 Be3 Kh7 followed by ... 
Ng8, but the quiet 9 Bf3 a5 
10 h4 favours White. 


7 d5 

h6 

8 Bf4 

e5 

9 dxe6 

Bxe6 

10 Bxd6 

Re8 

11 Nf3 

Nc6 

12 0-0 

Nd4 

13 e5 

Nd7 

14 Nxd4 

cxd4 

15 Nb5 



Uhlmann played this move 
against Damjanovic a few 
months earlier in Cienfuegos. 

15 ... Nxe5 

16 c5 d3 

17 Bxd3 

(seefollowing diagram) 

17 ... Rc8 

Damjanovic continued 

17 ... Nxd3 18 Qxd3 Rc8 
19 Radi Qa5 overlooking 
... Bc7. Antunac improves 
Black’s play. The difference is 
clear. If 18 Nxa7, then 18 ... 
Nxd3 19 Qxd3 Rxc5 or 
19 Nxc8 Nxb2 20 Ne7 + Qxe7. 

18 Be2 
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18 Bxe5 Bxe5 19 Nd6 
offered more chances of saving 
his skin. 


18 ... Nc4 

19 Qa4 

On 19 Nxa7 Black intended 
19 ... Nxb2 and on 19 b3 again 
19 ... Nb2, 20 Qd2 Rxc5. The 
text is worse. 

19 ... Nxb2 

20 Qb4 

20 Qxa7 loses to 20 ... Bd7. 

20 ... a5 

21 Qf4 Bd7 

22 Qd2 Bf5 

Threatening ... Rxe2. Black’s 
play is very active and his 
advantage decisive. 

23 Rfcl 

Or 23 Rfel Rxc5. 

23 ... Rxe2 

24 Qxe2 Bd3 
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25 Qf3 B\b5 

26 Qxb7 Nd3 

27 Qxb5 Nxcl 

28 Rxcl Qxd6. 

White resigned. 

UHLMANN-BYRNE 
Hastings 1970/1 

1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 

3 Nc3 Bg7 

4 e4 d6 

5 Be2 0-0 

6 Bg5 c5 

Most players prefer to 
play ... c5 before ... h6 and 
there is a concrete reason. After 

6 ... h6 neither 7 Bh4 nor 

7 Bf4 are worth much as has 
been seen, but White can con¬ 
tinue 7 Be3 when 7 ... c5 is 
dubious due to 8 e5 dxe5 
9 dxe5 Qxdl+ 10 Rxdl Ng4 
11 Bxc5 Nxe5 12 Nd5 Nc6 
13 f4 Ng4 14 h3 Nf6 15 Bf3 
with pressure. After 7 Be3 
Black has to turn to 7 ... e5 

8 d5 Nbd7 with more dif¬ 
ficulties to solve. 

7 d5 h6 

8 Be3 

(seefollowing diagram) 

8 ... e6 

This is logical. 8 ... b5 

9 cxb5 a6 10 a4 Qa5 11 Bd2 



axb5 12 Bxb5 may also attract 
attention but not recom¬ 
mendation. 


9 dxe6 

Preparing for Qd2 and 
castling long with pressure on 
d6. The quiet 9 Qd2 is also 
possible when Black’s best line 
was played in Uhlmann- 
Fischer, Siegen 1970; 9 ... exd5 
10 exd5 Kh7 11 h3 Na6 12 Nf3 
Bf5. 

9 ... Bxe6 

10 Qd2 Kh7 

The pawn must be defended 
because 10 ... Qa5 11 Bxb6 
Bxh6 12 Qxh6 Nxe4 13 Rcl 
Nc6 14 h4 leads to trouble. 

11 0-0-0 Nc6 

12 Qxd6 

12 Kbl Qa5 13 f3 Rab8 
14 Nh3 b5 15 cxb5 a6 has its 
dangers, too. 


12 ... Qxd6 

13 Rxd6 



13 ... Nd4 

White has won the pawn but 
it proves expensive. Black 
threatens ... Ne8 while 14 Bxd4 
cxd4 15 Rxd4 Ng4 also loses. 
d6 is often weak in the King’s 
Indian, but it’s only on rare 
occasions that White can grab it 
without consequences, especially 
when he neglects his develop¬ 
ment as in this case. 

14 e5 Nc8 

15 Rxd4 cxd4 

16 Bxd4 Nd6 

Very nice. This manoeuvre 
wins a pawn. The game is won. 

17 b3 Nf5 18 Bc5 Rfc8 
19 Ne4 Bxe5 20 Nf3 Bg7 21 g4 
b6 22 Ba3 Nd4 23 Nxd4 Bxd4 
24 Bf3 Rh8 25 Rdl Be5 26 Rel 
Rad8 27 Kc2 Rhe8 28 h3 15 


29 Nc3 Bd4 30 Re2 fxg4 31 
hxg4 Bf7 32 Be4 a6 33 f3 Kg7 
34 Bel g5 35 Bd2 Bg6 36 Nd5 
a5 37 Kd3 Bc5 38 Be3 + Kf7 
39 Bd4 Rd6 40 a3Red8 41 Kc3 
Bxa3 42 Bxb6 Bb4+ 43 Kb2 
Rc8 44 Bf2 Re6 45 Kc2 Bf8 
46 Kc3 Rce8 47 Kd3 Rb8 
48 Rb2 Rbe8 49 Bd4 R\e4 
50 fxe4 Rxe4 51 Rf2+ Rf4 + 
52 Ke3 Rxf2 53 Bxf2 Be4 
54 Bb6 Bf3 55 Ne3 Bb4 + . 
White resigned. 

VIII 

RESHEVSKY-BYRNE 
Interzonal 1967 

1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 

3 Nc3 Bg7 

4 e4 d6 

5 Be2 0-0 

6 Nf3 e5 

7 Be3 Nbd7 
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Black usually tries to fix the 
centre as soon as possible, forc¬ 
ing its closure. One of the 
methods tried was 7 ... Re8 but 
after 8 d5 his rook is out of 
place and then 8 ... Ng4 
9 Bg5 f6 10 Bh4 is in White's 
favour. Equally doubtful 
proved 7 ... exd4 8 Nxd4 Re8 
9 f3 c6 10 Qd2 d5 11 exd5 
cxd5 12 0-0 Nc6 13 c5 Qe7 
14 Bf2, while after 12 ... dxc4 
13 Bxc4 White’s pieces amassed 
in the centre are very active. 
However, 13 ... a6 14 Radi b5 
followed by ... Bb7 limits 
White’s advantage to the usual 
starting initiative. 

8 0-0 Ng4 

If Black wanted to 
play ... Ng4 he could have 
played it a move earlier, reserv¬ 
ing the option of ... Nc6. 

9 Bg5 f6 

10 Bd2 

Since the centre is not 
blocked, 10 Bh4 is also good. 
Keeping the tension in the 
centre, White will improve the 
position of his pieces while 
Black lacks a clear plan and his 
action on the K-side is slowed 
down. 

10 ... c6 

10 ... Nh6 11 Qc2 exd4 
12 Nxd4 is not better. 


11 h3 Nh6 

12 b4 

Still keeping the tension, 

White is now able to seize space 

on the Q-side. 

12 ... f5 

13 Bg5 Qe8 

13 ... Qc7 does not work 
owing to 14 Be7 Re8 15 dxe5. 

14 d5 

Closing the centre now pays 
dividends. 

14 ... Nf7 

15 Bel Nf6 

16 Ng5 

The exchange of the knight 
on f7 weakens Black. Very well 
played! 

16 ... Nxg5 

17 Bxg5 h6 

Taking twice on e4 would not 
help because of the simple dxc6. 

18 Bxf6 Rxf6 

19 dxc6 Qxc6 

19 ... bxc6 20 b5 is no better. 
Now, however, Black’s bishop 
pair is inferior. 

20 Rcl Be6 

21 c5 

(seefollowing diagram) 

Opening the game in his 
favour. 



21 ... dxc5 


22 Nd5 

Bxd5 

Unfortunately, 

Black has to 

take on d5 since 22 ... Rf7 loses 

to 23 Rxc5 followed by Nc7. 

23 exd5 

Qe8 

24 bxc5 

e4 

25 Qb3 

Rb8 

26 d6 + 

Kh7 

27 Rfdl 

Rf8 

28 Bb5 

Qe5 

29 d7 

h5 

30 Rd6 

e3 

31 Rcdl 


White can ignore both ... e2 

and ... exf2+. 


31 ... 

Rbd8 

32 Qe6 


Simplest. 32 ... 

exf2+ would 

be met by 33 Kfl. 

32 ... 

Qxe6 

33 Rxe6 

Bf6 

34 Ba6 

bxa6 


Or 34 ... exf2 + , 35 Kxf2 

Rt7 36 Bxb7 and Black cannot 


capture on d7. 


35 c6 

Kg7 

36 c7 

Kf7 

37 Rc6 

Rc8 


37 ... e2 loses the exchange 
and is insufficient to save the 
game. 

38 Rxf6+. 

Black resigned. 

RESHEVSKY-GELLER 


Interzonal 1967 


1 <14 

Nf6 

2 c4 


3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 e4 

d6 

5 Be2 

0-0 

6 Nf3 

e5 

7 Be3 

c6 



B 

raw 

u 

m 

m 

■ 

gj 

Pi 

mm 

m 

p 

ipi 

p 

| 

■ 

da 

m 


0 


§§f 

■ 

■ 


i 


■ 

■ 


□ 

j|§ 



■ 


■ 

mp 

§3 


■ 

i 

i 





m 



ii 


§§ 

■ 

■ 

l 


A useful waiting move 
preparing for ... d5 at the 
proper moment. 
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8 Qd2 

If 8 0-0, then 8 ... exd4 
9 Nxd4 Re8 10 f3 d5. 

8 ... Nbd7 

In his match against 
Reshevsky, Los Angeles 1968, 
Stein played the better 8 ... Re8 
9 d5 Ng4 10 Bg5 f6 11 Bh4 c5. 

9 0-0 Qe7 

10 Bg5 

Very strong. It limits Black’s 
opportunities and keeps the 
tension. 

10 ... exd4 

11 Nxd4 Re8 

12 f3 Nb6 

13 Radi d5 

In cramped positions a player 
often loses patience. With the 
weakness on d6 and limited 
space for manoeuvring it is not 
easy for Black and Geller is try¬ 
ing to get some counter-play. 


14 

cxd5 

cxd5 

15 

exd5 

Bd7 

16 

Khl 

Qf8 

17 

Ndb5 

Bxb5 

18 

Bxb5 

Red8 

19 

d6 

a6 

20 

Be2 

Nc8 

21 

Bf4 

b5 


21 ... Nh5, there is 22 d7. 

22 Ne4 


The extra pawn is retained. 

22 ... Nb6 23 Rcl Rab8 
24 Rc6 Qe8 25 Nxf6 + Bxf6 
26 Rfcl Nc4 27 Bxc4 bxc4 
28 R6xc4 R\b2 29 R4c2 Rxc2 
30 Qxc2 h5 31 Qc6 Qe6 
32 Qxa6 g5 33 Bg3 h4 34 Rel 
Qd5 35 d7 



Well calculated and nice. 

35 ... Bc3 36 Qc8 Qxd7 
37 Qxc3 hxg3 38 hxg3 Qd6 
39 g4 Qh6 + 40 Kgl Ra8 

41 Qd4 Qc6 42 Re5 f6 43 Re7 
Re8 44 Rxe8+ Qxe8 45 Kf2 
Qc6 46 f4 gxf4 47 a4 Qcl 
48 a5 Qa3 49 Qxf4 Qxa5 
50 Qxf6 Qd2 + 51 Kg3 Qel + 
52 Kh2 KH7 53 g3 Kg8 
54 Qd8 + Kh7 55 Qd7+ Kg8 
56 Qd5+ Kh7 57 Kh3 Qe2 
58 Qd7 + Kg6 59 Qd6 + Kg7 
60 Kh4 Qe4 61 Qd7+ Kh6 
62 Qd2+ Kh7 63 Qcl Qd5 


64 g5 Qe4 + 65 Qf4 Qhl + 

66 Kg4 Qdl + 67 Qf3 Qa4 + 
68 Kh5 Qe8+ 69 Kh4 Kg8 
70 g6. Black resigned. 

RESHEVSKY-NAJDORF 
Match 1953, 3rd game 


1 

(14 

Nt'6 

2 

c4 

g6 

3 

Nc3 

Bg7 

4 

e4 

(16 

5 

Be2 

0-0 

6 

Nf3 

e5 

7 

Be3 

Ng4 
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8 Bg5 f6 

9 Bel 

9 Bh4 has also been played 
frequently. It is directed against 
the customary 9 ... Nc6 when 
the simple 10 d5 Ne7 11 Nd2 
Nh6 12 f3 Nf7 (or 12 ... c5 
13 a3 followed by b4) 13 b4 


f5 14 c5 g5 15 Bf2 Ng6 

16 g3, as in Ivkov-Celler, 

Hiiversum 1973, is in White's 
favour. Since White has not 
blocked the centre he can meet 
9 ... g5 10 Bg3 Nh6 with 11 c5 

which gives the edge: 

11 ... exd4 12 Nxd4 dxc5 fails 
to 13 Ndb5 and there is another 
nice point in II ... g4 12 Nh4 
exd4 13 Nb5 a6 14 cxd6. If 
9 ... Qe8 10 0-0 Nc6 11 d5 
Ne7 12 Nd2 Nh6 13 f3 f5 
14 Bf2 is followed by c5 and 
White’s action on the Q-wing is 
quicker. The point of 9 Bh4 is 
that it slows Black’s advance on 
one side and often supports the 
action on the other side. 

9 ... Nc6 

10 d5 Ne7 

11 0-0 Kh8 

12 Nel f5 

This is a weak move. Black 
should have withdrawn his 
knight to h6. 

13 Bxg4 fxg4 

14 13 

White cannot just wait while 
Black plays ... h6, ... g5 and 
... Ng6. 

14 ... gxt3 

15 Nxf3 h6 

Here 15 ... Bg4 was 
necessary. 
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16 Be3 Ng8 

Vukovic pointed out that 
16 ... g5 17 h4 g4 18 Nh2 Ng6 
19 Rxf8 + Bxf8 20 g3 h5 
21 Bg5 Be7 22 Bxe7 followed 
by Qd2 and Rfl would not be 
pleasant either. 

17 Qel Bg4 

18 Qg3 Bxf3 

19 Rxf3 Rxf3 

20 Qxf3 Qd7 

21 c5 

White's pieces are better 
posted and — the important 
factor — he can initiate action. 


21 ... a6 

22 b4 Kh7 

23 Rcl Nf6 



Realizing the pawn majority 
and the strong square d5. 


24 ... 

bxc6 

25 dxc6 

Qe6 

26 a4 

Qb3 

Pointless. 

27 b5 

axb5 

28 axb5 

Rb8 

29 h3 

Qb4 

30 Kh2 

31 Qe2 

Rf8 


Freeing the knight. 31 ... 
Nxe4 would lose to 22 Nd5. 

31 ... Ra8 32 b6 cxb6 33 c7 
Rc8 34 Qb5 Qa3 35 Qxb6 Qa8 
36 Nb5 Ne8 37 Qc6 Qa2 38 
Qb7 Qe6 39 Na7 Rxc7 40 Rxc7 
Nxc7 41 Qxc7. Black resigned. 

GHEORGHIU- 
DIEZ DEL CORRAL 
Las Palmas 1973 

1 c4 Nf6 

2 Nc3 g6 

3 e4 d6 

4 d4 Bg7 

5 Nf3 0-0 

6 Be2 e5 

7 Be3 Qe7 


(seefollowing diagram) 

Designed to force ... d5. 
Gufeld showed that 8 0-0 Nxe4 
9 Nxe4 exd4 10 Nxd4 Qxe4 
11 Nb5 Na6 12 Bf3 Qxc4 
13 Nxa7 Nc5 was advantageous 
to Black. 



10 Bh4 Ii5 

The best. After 10 ... Qe8 
11 h3 Nh6 12 Nd2 f5 13 f3 a5 
14 Bf2 Na6 15 a3 Bd7 16 b3 
Nf7 17 Qbl followed by b4, 
Ivkov had the better of it 
against Toth, Madonna di 
Campiglio 1973. 

11 Nd2 a5 

Making difficult White’s 
action on the Q-wing. 

12 h3 

A loss of time. White should 
play 12 a3 with b4 as quickly as 
possible. 


12 

... 

Nh6 

13 

f3 

Na6 

14 

a3 

Bd7 

15 

Rbl 

Nc5 

16 

b4 

axb4 

17 

axb4 

Na4 


Black has equalised owing to 
White’s imprecision at move 12. 


18 Nxa4 Rxa4 

19 Bf2 Nf7 

20 c5 Rfa8 

In comparison with similar 
lines where White realizes c5, 
here Black dominates the open 
file. 

21 Nc4 Ra2 

22 cxd6 

22 Rb2 was necessary as 
Ivkov played against Diez del 
Corral, Skopje 1972. 

22 ... Nxd6 

23 Nxd6 cxd6 

24 Bc4 Ba4 

25 Bb3 Bxb3 

26 Qxb3 Qc7 

Black is clearly better because 
he dominates the open files and 
his bishop will soon appear at 
h6. 

27 0-0 R8a3 

28 Qdl Bh6 

29 b5 


29 Rb3 was better. 


29 ... 

Qe4 

30 b6 

Rd3 

31 Rb4 

Qa6 

32 Qbl 

Rdd2 

33 Qb3 


(seefollowing diagram) 

33 ... 

Qxfl + 

34 Kxfl 

Rxf2 + 

35 Kgl 

Rxg2 + 

36 Khl 

Rgc2. 

White resigned. 


All forced: a 

nice finish 
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TAIMANOV-FISCHER 
Match 1971, 3rd game 


1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 

3 Nc3 Bg7 

4 e4 d6 

5 Nf3 0-0 

6 Be2 e5 

7 0-0 Nc6 

8 d5 Ne7 

9 Bd2 



Taimanov played this move 
twice in his unfortunate match 
against Fischer. For the time be¬ 
ing White keeps his knight on 
f3. It can be shifted later to g5 
or el. cl is vacated for the rook 
and Q-side action prepared. 

9 ... Ne8 

9 ... c5 failed in Korchnoi- 
Byrne R., Leningrad Interzonal 
1973: 10 dxc6 bxc6 11 Bg5 Be6 
12 c5 with advantage. 9 ... Nh5 
10 g3 f5 11 exf5 Nxf5 (12 g4 
Nd4) is also good for White. 

10 Rcl f5 

11 Qb3 

Geller played against Minic, 
Skopje 1968, 11 Ng5 h6 12 Ne6 
Bxe6 13 dxe6 Qc8 14 c5 Qxe6 
15 cxd6 cxd6 16 Nb5 Qd7 
17 Bb4 with some advantage. 
Taimanov evidently was not 
satisfied with the course of the 
first game which went: 11 exf5 
gxf5 12 Ng5 h6 13 Ne6 Bxe6 
14 dxe6 Qc8 15 Qb3 c6 16 Bh5 
Qxe6 17 Qxb7 Nf6 18 Be2 
Rfb8 and ... Rxb2. 

11 ... b6 

Tal proposed 11 ... Kh8 and 
Boleslavsky 11 ... f4 as serious 


alternatives. 


12 cxf5 

gxf5 

13 Ng5 

Nf6 

14 f4 

h6 


The Classical and Related Variations 


11 


This leads to a sharp double- 
edged game. 14 ... e4 was pos¬ 
sible. 

15 fxe5 dxe5 

16 c5 

A strong move, bringing 
maximum pressure to bear on 
Black’s position. 

16 ... NfxdS 

17 Nxd5 Nxd5 

18 cxb6 axb6 

19 Rc6 Kh8 



Taimanov spent more than 70 
minutes on this critical position 
but did not find the best con¬ 
tinuation. He had at his 
disposal 20 Qh3. Then 20 ... 
Nf6 fails to 21 Bc3 Ng4 22 Rg6 
and Fischer must play cautiously 
to extricate himself from 


White’s attack: 20 ... Rf6 
21 Bc4 f4. The move actually 
chosen is incongruous. 

20 Nf3 Bb7 

21 Rg6 Nf4 

Forcing its capture after 
which Black’s bishop pair 
dominates the board. 

22 Bxf4 exf4 

23 Rdl Qe7 

24 Re6 Qc5 + 

25 Kfl Rfd8 

26 Rxd8 + Rxd8 

27 Qa4 Qcl + 

28 Kf2 Bf8 

29 b4 Be4 

30 Re8 

Instead of this blunder 
30 Qb5 should have been 
played. 

30 ... Bc6 

31 Qxc6 Qxc6 

32 Rxd8 Qf6 

33 Rc8 Qe7 

34 Kfl Kh7 

35 Nd4 Bg7 

36 Nb5 Be5 

37 a3 Qd7 

38 Ra8 f3 

39 gxf3 Bxh2 

40 Kg 2 Qg7 + 

41 Kxh2 Qe5 + 

42 Kgl 

and White resigned. 
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I 


TAIMANOV-TATAI 
Venice 1969 


1 

d4 

Nf6 

2 

c4 

g6 

3 

Nc3 

Bg7 

4 

e4 

d6 

5 

Nf3 

0-0 

6 

Be2 

c5 

7 

0-0 

Nc6 

8 

d5 

Ne7 

9 

Nd2 
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If White starts a Q-side action 
with 9 b4 he can expect 
9 ... Nh5. Where this position is 
not to his liking, he often choses 
the text. d2 is just a springboard 
for b3 or c4 whence the knight 
will support the pawn advance. 

9 ... Bh6 

Suetin’s idea of exchanging 
the black-squared bishops 
seems dubious at first sight. 


White is ready for b4 and c5, so 
Black’s counter-action on the 
other wing should be prepared 
immediately. An attempt to 
thwart White’s plans with 

9 ... a5 failed after 10 Rbl Nd7 

11 a3 f5 12 b4 axb4 13 axb4 
Bh6 14 c5, Vaganian- 
Doroshkievich, USSR Cham¬ 
pionship (1st League) 1975. 

10 b4 a5 

A couple of months later 
Vukic tried 10 ... Ne8 against 
Gligoric anticipating 11 Nb3 
Bxcl 12 Qxcl f5 when White’s 
action is somewhat slower. But 
Gligoric continued 11 c5 f5 

12 exf5 gxf5 13 Nc4 Bxcl 
14 Rxcl Ng6 15 Bh5 Qe7 
16 Bxg6 hxg6 17 f4 with a 
promising pawn sacrifice. 

10 ... Nd7 does not stop 11 c5, 
again with a promising pawn 
sacrifice. The text is not satisfy¬ 
ing either, confirming once 
again the common wisdom that 
pawn moves on the wing where 
the opponent is superior are 
grist to his mill. 

11 bxa5 Rxa5 

12 Nb3 Bxcl 

13 Qxcl Ra8 

14 a4 

(see following diagram) 

14 f4 would be met by exf4 
and Nd7, so Taimanov takes 
space on the Q-side. 



Tatai’s reaction is not impres¬ 
sive. It blocks 15 c5, but 
weakens d6, allowing f4. 

15 14 exf4 

16 Qxf4 Ne8 

17 e5 

Creating a strong passed 
pawn and avoiding Black 
blockading with ... f6. 

17 ... dxe5 

18 Qxe5 f6 

19 Qf4 

Marie proposed 19 Qe3 b6 
20 a5 Nf5 21 Qf2. 

19 ... b6 

20 Nb5 Nf5 

21 Bd3 Nfd6 

22 Nd2 Ba6 

In order to meet 23 Ne4 and 
keep the blockade on d6. 

23 h4 


The pawm advance will create 
new weaknesses. 


23 ... 

Bxb5 

24 axb5 

Rxal 

25 Rxal 

Nf7 

26 h5 

Ne5 

27 Qg3 

Kg7 

28 Ne4 

Qe7 

29 hxg6 

hxg6 

30 Ra6 

Nd6 

Black should 

have defended 

his weak points by ... Qc7. The 

text move leads to a sudden 
collapse. 

31 Nxd6 

Qxd6 

32 Bxg6 

Nf7 

33 Qxd6 

Nxd6 

34 Bd3 

Rb8 

35 Kf2 

f5 

36 Kf3 

Kf6 

37 Kf4 

38 Bxf5 

R S 8 

Tatai probably hoped for 

38 Rxb6 Rg4 + 

39 Kf3 Ke5. 

38 ... Nxc4 

39 Bd3 Nd6 

40 Rxb6 Ke7 41 g4 c4 42 Bf5 


c3 43 Rc6 Nxb5 44 Ke5 Rd8 
45 Rc5 Nd6 46 Rc7+ Kf8 
47 Be6. Black resigned. 

KORCHNOl-GLIGORIC 
Havana 1969 


1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 
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3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 e4 

d6 

5 Nf3 

0-0 

6 Be2 

e5 

7 0-0 

Nc6 

8 d5 

Ne7 

9 Nd2 

Nd7 

.. Ne8 does not control c5 


and 10 b4f5 11 c5 a5 12 Ba3 is 
in White's favour. 

10 b4 f5 

11 Nb3 

With the knight on b3 the 
pressure is less strong and the 
action slower. Bukic- 
Marjanovie, 1970, went 11 f3 
Nf6 12 c5 f4 13 Nc4 g5 14 a4 
Ng6 15 Ba3 Rf7 16 b5 Bf8 
17 a5 and Bukic was quicker. It 
will become evident why it is 
necessary to hold the point e4. 

11 ... fxe4 

Well played. Black’s knights 
become active. 

12 Nxe4 Nf6 

13 Ng3 

Korchnoi wants to exchange 
this knight for the one on e7. 

13 ... Nf5 

14 Nxf5 Bxf5 

Better than 14 ... gxf5 when 
after 15 f4 the bishop on c8 
remains passive. 

15 Be3 h5 


Black secures the position of 
his bishop and threatens ... 
Ng4. 

16 f3 Qd7 

17 Qd2 b6 

18 a4 Rae8 

19 a5 e4 

When parallel actions take 
place on different wings, time 
becomes very important. After 

20 fxe4 Gligoric would manage 
to organize counter-action in 
the centre just a step ahead of 
his opponent. On 20 f4 he 
would proceed 20 ... Ng4 

21 Bxg4 hxg4. 

20 axb6 exf3 

21 Bxf3 axb6 

22 Ra7 

A serious mistake. 22 Nd4 
was necessary, although 22 ... 
Ne4 23 Qcl Bg4 yields more to 
the concentrated black pieces. 



f 


22 ... Ne4 

Perhaps White did not forsee 
this answer. If now 23 Bxe4 
Bxe4 24 Rxf8 + Rxf8 25 Bxb6 
there is 25 ... Qg4 threatening 
... Bxg2. 

23 Qcl Bg4 

Again a solution which was 
difficult to see. Now 24 Bxb6 
fails to Bxf3 25 gxf3 Rxf3 and 
24 Bxe4 Rxf 1 + 25 Qxfl Rxe4 
26 Bxb6 to 26 ... Qe8 27 Bf2 
Be2. 

24 Bxg4 Qxg4 

25 Rxc7 Be5 

Excellent! While the rook on 

c7 and the knight on b3 are out 
of play Black attacks with all his 
pieces. ... Bxh2 cannot be par¬ 
ried properly with 26 Nd4 
Bxh2 + 27 Kxh2 Qh4 + 28 Kgl 
because of 28 ... Ng3 etc. 

26 Bd4 Rxfl + 

27 Qxfl Rf8 

28 Qal 

Or 28 Qd3 Qf4. 

28 ... Qf4 

29 g3 Nxg3. 

White resigned. 


LARSEN-FISCHER 
Match 1971, 4th game 

1 c4 g6 

2 Nf3 Bg7 


3 d4 Nf6 

4 Nc3 0-0 

5 e4 d6 

6 Be2 e5 

7 0-0 Nc6 

8 d5 Ne7 

9 Nd2 c5 



Fischer played this move in 
his blitz game against Korchnoi 
in Herceg-Novi in 1970. He 
thought it was important to 
prevent c5 and Nc4, considering 
that the opening of the “b” file 
is significantly slower. 

10 Rbl 

10 dxc6 bxc6 11 b4 is met by 
11 ... d5 12 Ba3 a6. Najdorf- 
Gligoric, Olympiad 1970, went 
10 a3 Ne8 11 b4 b6 12 bxc5 
bxc5 13 Nb3 f5 14 f3 and 
Gligoric found the excellent 
14 ... Kh8 15 Bd2 Ng8 16 Rbl 
Ngf6 activating his weak knight 
and equalizing. 
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10 ... Ne8 

11 b4 b6 

12 a4 

More logical than 12 bxc5. 
There is nothing on the open 
file. 

12 ... f5 

13 a5 Nf6 

13 ... Kh8 was possible, 
followed by ... Ng8 and ... 
Ngf6. 

14 Qa4 Bd7 

15 Qa3 Bh6 



Fischer has spent a minimum 
of effort in the defence of his 
Q-side at the same time 
promoting his prospects on the 
other wing. Very instructive 
play! 

16 Bd3 Qc7 

17 bxc5 bxc5 

18 exf5 


It is not advisable to take on 
f5: the “g” file will only be used 
against White. Here and a move 
earlier White could play Nf3. 

18 ... gxf5 

19 Be2 a6 

It is important to control b5. 

19 ... Rab8 20 Nde4 favours 
White. 

20 Nde4 

Played at the wrong moment. 

20 Rb6 is natural. 

20 ... Bxcl 

21 Nxf6 + Rxf6 

22 Rfxcl Raf8 

23 Rb6 

23 Qb3 is to be preferred. 

23 ... Bc8 

24 Ne2 

Black will not allow f4 and 
the knight will be out of place. 
24 Rcbl or 24 f4 came into 
consideration. 

24 ... f4 

25 Be4 Nf5 

26 Re6 

As bad as it looks: it chases 
the queen where it wants to go. 

26 ... Qg7 

27 Rbl 

Bad, but the game is lost 
anyway. 




27 ... 

Nh4 

28 Qd3 

Bf5 

29 Khl 

O 

30 Ng3 

fxg2 + 

31 Kgl 

Bxe4 

32 Qxe4 

Nf3 + 

33 Kxg2 

Nd2. 

White resigned. 



PETROSIAN-GLIGORIC 


Zagreb 

1970 


1 

e4 


2 

Nf3 

Bg7 

3 

(14 

Nf6 

4 

Nc3 

0-0 

5 

e4 

d6 

6 

Be2 

e5 

7 

0-0 

Nc6 

8 

d5 

Ne7 

9 

b4 
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Much analysed and played by 
Taimanov. White starts his 
action immediately. On 


9 ... Ne8 he would proceed with 
an immediate 10 c5 while 

9 ... Nd7 transposes after 

10 Nd2. 

9 ... Nh5 

9 ... a5 10 bxa5 Rxa5 

11 Nd2 c5 12 Nb3 Ra6 13 a4 
Nd7 14 Bd2f5 15 f3 Nf6 16 g4 
gives some advantage, but there 
is also 10 Ba3 axb4 11 Bxb4 
Nd7 12 a4 Nc5 (or 12 ... f5 
13 Ng5) 13 Nd2 Bd7 14 a5 
which is certainly easier to play 
with the white pieces. 

10 Nd2 

White avoids weakening his 
king position by the prophy¬ 
lactic g3. At the same time he is 
aware that 10 c5 Nf4 11 Bxf4 
exf4 12 Qd2 does not work 

because of 12 ... Bg4 13 Rcl 
Bxf3 and g5 as Gligoric played 
against Larsen in the 1968 

Olympiad. 

10 ... Nf4 

11 a4 

Now he is ready for Bf3, Nb3 
and Ba3. 

11 ... f5 

12 Bf3 g5 

But not 12 ... fxe4 13 Ndxe4 
Nf5 14 g3 Nh3 + 15 Kg2 Nd4 
16 Bg4. The text is the only 
active move. It is of extreme 
importance not to lose time in 
such situations. 
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13 exf5 Nxf5 

14 g3 

Otherwise 14 ... Nh4. 



14 ... Nd4 


Excellent! To retreat to g6 
would allow 15 Nde4, the tide 
then turning against Black. 

15 gxf4 

15 Bg4 Bxg4 16 Qxg4 h5 
17 Qdl Nh3 + 18 Kg2 g4 19 f3 
Qd7 is not adequate. 

15 ... Nxf3 + 

Analysing the position after 
the game Gligoric found out 
that 15 ... exf4 16 Bg4 Bxg4 

17 Qxg4 f3 was also strong, but 
he decided here to exchange 
White’s defensive piece. 

16 Qxf3 

Gligoric was of the opinion 
that 16 Nxf3 exf4 17 Bb2 g4 

18 Khl was more cautious. 


back the material but not the 
game. 


16 ... 

17 Qhl 


A strange manoeuvre. f 

17 Qd3 Bf5 18 

Nde4 exf4 19 f3 

was better. Petrosian hopes he 1 

can parry the threats and j 

emerge with a decisive material f 

advantage. 


17 ... 

exf4 

18 Bb2 

Bf5 

19 Rfel 

f3 

Otherwise 

White would ! 

improve the 
queen. 

position of his 

20 Nde4 

Qh4 

21 Ii3 

Be 5 

22 Re3 

gxh3 

23 Qxf3 

Bg4 

23 ... Bxe4 

24 Rxe4 wins 


24 Qhl h2 + 

25 Kg2 

Necessary in order to prevent 
25 ... Rf3. 

25 ... Qh5 

An important move. 

26 Nd2 Bd4 

27 Qel 


27 Rael fails to 27 ... Bh3 + . 


27 ... Rae8 

28 Nce4 


An unfortunate necessity. 
28 Khl loses to Rxe3 29 fxe3 
Bf3 + 30 Nxf3 Qxf3 + 

31 Kxh2 Be5+ 32 Kgl Qg4 + 


etc and 28 Ndl to Rxe3 29 fxe3 

Bxb2 30 Nxb2 Bh3 4- etc. 

28 ... 

Bxb2 

29 Rg3 

Be5 

30 Raa3 

Kh8 

31 Khl 

Rg8 

32 Qfl 

Bxg3 

33 Rxg3 

Rxe4. 

White resigned. 

SCHMIDT-HUBNER 

Olympiad 1972 

1 Nf3 

Nf6 

2 c4 


3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 e4 

d6 

5 d4 

0-0 

6 Be2 

e5 

7 0-0 

Nc6 

8 d5 

Ne7 

9 b4 

Nh5 

The critical 

continuation. 


Counter-action is prepared with 
the knight in an active position. 

10 g3 

10 ... Nf4 should be 
prevented all the more because 
now 10 ... Bh3 11 Rel h6 
12 Nh4 is favourable to White. 

10 ... f5 


11 Ng5 Nf6 

12 f3 

Or 12 exf5 Nxf5. 

12 ... h6 

An important alternative is 
12 ... f4 with intention of 
answering 13 c5 by 13 ... fxg3 

14 hxg3 h6 15 Ne6 Bxe6 

16 dxe6 d5 with equal play as in 

Taimanov-Bilek, 1957. 

Similarly 13 b5 h6 14 Ne6 Bxe6 

15 dxe6 Qc8 16 Nd5 Qxe6 

17 Nxc7 Qh3 may lead to 
perpetual check. However, after 
12 ... f4 13 b5 Black can try for 
more with 13 ... fxg3 14 hxg3 
Nh5 and here 15 Kg2 failed to 
15 ... Nf4 + 16 gxf4 exf4 17 e5 
(or 17 Bd2 Nf5) ... Bxe5 

18 Nge4 Nf5 19 Rgl Ng3, 
Taimanov-Gufeld, USSR 
Championship 1961, while 

15 Qel c6 leads to equal play. 

13 Ne6 Bxe6 

14 dxe6 c6 

14 ... Qc8 does not work 
because of 15 Nd5Re8 16 Bd3. 

15 b5 

The most active. 15 Be3 Qc7 

16 Qb3 yields a minimal advan¬ 
tage. 

15 ... Qc7 

16 Rbl Rfd8 

17 Qa4 Qc8 

18 bxc6 bxc6 
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19 Be3 Qxe6 

20 Rb7 


a 

■ 

ft 



§§ 

■ 


t 

m 

WM 

m 

m 

m± 

■ 

K§ 


fjj 


i 

tU 


% 

■ 

t 

B 

m 

i 

a 

£ 


■ 

& 

§§§ 


m 


jp 


H 

■ 

j 

H 


■ 

s 

s 

j 


Black is a pawn up, but 
White’s pressure is worth it. 
Minic tried 20 ... Kh7 against 
Bukic, Yugoslav Championship 
1962, but after 21 Qa6 (which 
prevents 21 ... d5) found 
himself in serious difficulties. In 
Santa Fe 1960, Taimanov tried 
to escape with his pawn but 
after 20 ... a5 21 Rfbl f4 

22 Bf2 h5 23 Rc7 Rd7 24 Rbb7 
Rxc7 25 Rxc7 fxg3 26 hxg3 
Bh6 27 c5 Gligoric was clearly 
better. 

20 ... Rd7 

Theory recommends 20 ... f4 
21 Bf2 fxg3 22 hxg3 Kh8 

23 Rfbl d5 or 23 Rxa7 Rab8, 
but White can use the idea in the 
Bukic game above and continue 
23 Qa6 with some pressure. 


21 Rfbl 

Kh7 

22 Qa6 

h5 

23 Rxd7 

Nxd7 

24 Qb7 

Rb8 

25 Qxa7 

Rxbl + 

26 Nxbl 

65 


Schmidt pointed out that the 
right continuation was 25 ... 
fxe4 26 fxe4 Bh6. After the text 
Hiibner gets into trouble. 

27 cxd5 cxd5 

28 Bb5 Nf6 

29 Bc5 

Tw'o strong moves force 
Black’s cavalry to retreat. 

29 ... Nfg8 

30 Nd2 

With his passed pawn out of 
reach of black pieces, 30 Qd7 
was crushing. 

30 ... Qf6 

31 exd5 Nxd5 

32 Bc4 Nc3 

33 Qb6 

Schmidt found 33 a4 only 
after the game. Now Hiibner 
gets chances to save the game. 

33 ... e4 

34 fxe4 fxe4 

35 Qxf6 Nxf6 

36 Bd4 

In view of the following reply 
36 Nfl with the superior end¬ 
game was necessary. 


36 ... 

Ng4 

37 Bxc3 

Bxc3 

38 Nxe4 

Bd4 + 

39 Khl 

Nf2 + 

40 Nxf2 

Bxf2 

41 Kg2 

Bel 

42 Kf3. 


Drawn. 


ELISKASES- 

-GLIGORIC 

Mar del Plata 1953 

1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 


3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 e4 

(16 

5 Nf3 

0-0 

6 Be2 

e5 

7 0-0 

Nc6 

8 d5 

Ne7 


9 Nel 
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One of the continua¬ 
tions which Taimanov intro¬ 
duced into grandmaster prac¬ 


tice. The knight retreats making 
possible f3: in reply to Black’s 
pawn advance White will fortify 
the point e4. At the same time 
the knight is ready to occupy d3 
to support c5 and in some f4. 

9 ... Nd7 

This is superior to 9 ... Ne8. 
It is important to control the 
central squares, a point which 
becomes clear after the simple 

10 Nd3 f5 11 f4. 9 ... c5 is also 
weaker because after 10 f4 exf4 

11 Bxf4 Ne8 12 Nd3 Black is 
forced to close the long 
diagonal with 12 ... f6 (other¬ 
wise 13 e5) when White pro¬ 
ceeds with Qd2, Rbl and b4 
seizing the initiative on the 
Q-wing. 

10 Be3 

In early attempts to refute 
Black’s system White often 
played 10 Be3. The bishop 
occupies a useful position for 
the Queenside action, but 
experience demonstrated that it 
is also very sensitive on this 
square. The advance of Black’s 
“f” pawn wins a tempo and 
after the bishop’s retreat to f2 
Black has other tactical 

possibilities later on. 

10 ... f5 

11 f3 f4 

12 Bf2 g5 

13 Nd3 
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13 b4 is a loss of time. After 

13 ... Rf6 14 Nd3 Rg6 Black’s 
attack is even more dangerous, 
Szabo-Spassky, Bucharest 
1953. 13 ... Nf6 14 c5 Ng6 is 
also quite good for Black. 

13 ... Nf6 

14 c5 Ng6 

Taimanov-Aronin, USSR 
Championship 1952, the source 
of the system, went differently: 

14 ... h5 15 Rcl g4 16 Qb3 and 
now 16 ... Bh6 17 cxd6 cxd6 

18 Nxe5 lost quickly. 

15 Rcl 

15 a4 h5 16 cxd6 cxd6 17 a5 
g4 18 Nb5 fails to 18 ... g3 

19 hxg3 (or 19 Bxa7 Nh7 and 

20 ... Qh4) ... fxg3 20 Bxg3 h4 

21 Bf2 Nh5 with a strong 
attack. 

15 ... Rf7 

Impressively logical: Black 
defends his second rank and at 
the same time transfers the rook 
to an attacking position at g7. 

16 Qb3 

That same day Najdorf 
played against Trifunovic 

16 cxd6 cxd6 17 Nb5, but after 

17 ... g4 18 Qd2 (with the idea 
of 18 ... a6 19 Nc7 Rxc7 
20 Bb6 Rc2 21 Qb4) ... Bf8 
19 Rc2 a6 Black had the better 
of it. 


16 

... 


17 

fxg4 

Nxg4 

18 

Bxg4 

Bxg4 

19 

Qxb7 

f3 

20 

Be3 



20 g3 would slow down 
Black’s attack. Gligoric was 
considering 20 ... Bh6 or 
20 ... h5 in reply. 



Very strong. It opens the long 
diagonal creating serious 
threats. 


21 Bxf4 exf4 

22 gxf3 Bh3 

23 Khl 

The exchange is the price 
White must pay. 

23 ... Bxfl 

24 Rxfl Bd4 

25 e5 

Direct threats on the open 
“g” file force White to play as 
actively as he can. 


(! 


25 ... dxe5 

26 Ne2 Rb8 

27 Qc6 

Or 27 Qxa7 c6. 

27 ... Qf6 128 Nxd4 exd4 
29 d6 cxd6 30 Qd5 Kh8 
31 cxd6 Rg7 32 d7 Rd8 33 Ne5 
Rdxd7 34 Nxd7 Qg6 35 Qa8 + 
Rg8 36 Qxg8+ Qxg8 37 b3 

Qg5 

The knight is trapped. 


38 Rel 

d3 

39 Ne5 

d2 

40 Nf7 + 

Kg7 

41 Rdl 

Qh4 

42 Kg2 

White resigned. 

Qel. 

l.ARSEN-TAL 

Match 1969, 5th game 

1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 


3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 e4 

0-0 

5 Nf3 

d6 

6 Be2 

e5 

7 0-0 

Nc6 

8 d5 

Ne7 

9 Nel 

Nd7 

10 Nd3 

11 Bd2 

f5 


The most popular alternative 
here is 11 f3. The text actually 
waits not only for the common 


error — 11 ... f4 12 Bg4, but 
expects 11 ... Nf6 when c5 is 
available without further 
preparation. However, it allows 
11 ... fxe4 12 Nxe4 Nf6 and 
then ... Nf5 where it is difficult 
for White to get any advantage. 
Besides, there is a double-edged 
variation analysed by Fischer — 
11 ... c5 12 f4 a6 13 a4 exf4 
14 Bxf4 (or 14 Nxf4 Ne5) ... 
Bxc3 followed by ... fxe4. 

11 ... Nf6 

12 f3 f4 

13 c5 g5 

We have reached the basic 
position of the variation. The 
chain of pawns divides the 
board in two and parallel 
actions take place on opposite 
wings. The element of time thus 
becomes crucial. Not a single 
tempo can be lost without 
drastic repercussions. 

14 Rcl Ng6 

15 Nb5 Rf7 

In the case of 15 ... a6 
16 Na3 g4 Black is superior, 
but Larsen analysed 16 cxd6 
axb5 17 dxc7 Qd7 18 Qb3 as 
advantageous to White. 

16 cxd6 

Here Najdorf introduced 
16 Ba5 forcing 16 ... b6 and 
weakening Black’s position. 
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After 17 cxb6 axb6 18 Bel Bf8 
19 Nb4 Ne8 20 Rc3 h5 21 Bf2 
Rg7 22 Khl Qd7 23 Qc2 g4 
24 Rcl he stood better against 
Uhlmann, Moscow J 956. 
However, 17 ... cxb6 is better. 

16 ... cxd6 

17 Qc2 g4 

In several later games Black 
did not allow 18 Nc7 and 
prevented it with 17 ... Ne8. 
Schaufelberger-Marovic, Mut- 
tenz 1971, continued: 18 a4 h5 
19 Nf2 Bf8 20 h3 Rg7 21 a5 
Nh4 22 Bel Bd7 with equal 
play. 21 Qb3 Nh4 22 Rc2 Nf6 
and ... g4, or 22 ... a6 23 Na3 
Nf6 offers approximately equal 
chances. 


18 Nc7 gxf3 

19 gxf3 


. 

E 

m 

Ml 

s 


■ 


jj 

ifj 

□ 

B 

■ 

SI 

E 

■ 

±i 






m 

% 

■ 

Uj 


■ 

i 

■ 


B 





11 

£ 

m 


■ 

■ 


§gj 

M 

jJJ 

i 

■j 


i 

\t 



H 

A 



ps 

m 

IS 


i 


illi 

a 

U 



If 19 Bxf3 then 19 ... Rb8. 


19 ... Bh3 

20 Nxa8 


Larsen perhaps calculated 
20 ... Qxa8 21 Nf2 Bxfl 
22 Bxfl with crushing pressure 
on the white squares. However, 
his opponent had something 
else in mind. Therefore 20 Ne6 
was the move, keeping the advan¬ 
tage. 

20 ... Nxe4 

21 fxe4 

21 Khl loses to 21 ... Ng3 + 
22 hxg3 fxg3, but 21 Nf2 
comes into consideration. 

21 ... Qg5 4- 

22 Kf2 Qg2 + 

Black had to win and could 
not be satisfied with perpetual 
check. 

23 Kel NH4 

24 Be3 

This is weak. After 24 Nf2 
Black’s attack is stopped. 

24 ... Qxe4 

24 ... fxe3 fails to 25 Rxf7. 
Now, however, 25 Nxf4 Qxe3 
26 Nxh3 loses to 26 ... Ng2 + 
etc. 


25 

Bf2 

f3 

26 

Bxh4 

Qxh4 4- 

27 

Nf2 

fxe2 

28 

Qxe2 

e4 

29 

Rgl 


Or 

29 Rc4 

Bxfl 30 Kxf 1 

Qxh2. 

If 29 

Rc7 then again 


29 ... Bxfl 30 Kxf 1 Rf5. 


! 

Il 


29 ... 

e3 

30 Qxe3 

Re7 

31 Rxg7 4- 

Kxg7 

32 Rc7 

Bd7 

33 Rxd7 

Rxd7 

34 Qxa7 

A grave error. 

34 Qc3 + 

35 Qg3 + Kf8 

36 Nd3 

necessary. 

34 ... 

Re7 + 

35 Kdl 

Qc4 

36 Qb6 

Qfl + 

37 Kd2 

Re2 + 

38 Kc3 

Qcl + 

39 Kd4 

Qe3 + 

40 Kc4 

Rc2 + 

While resigned. 

< 11 ICiORIC-FISCHER 

Hied 1961 

1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 


3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 e4 

d6 

5 Nf3 

0-0 

6 Be2 

e5 

7 0-0 

Nc6 

8 d5 

Ne7 

9 Nel 

Nd7 

10 Nd3 

f5 

II exf5 


White can choose this move 
in slop the dangerous K-side 
pawn attack. It simplifies the 
position and diminishes Black’s 


attacking prospects, but does 
not yield much of an advantage. 

11 ... NxfS 

There is more fight after 
11 ... gxf5 12 f4 Ng6 13 Be3, 
but here too Black has a solid 
position. For example, 13 ... 
Nxf4 (weaker is 13 ... Nb6 
14 c5 Nc4 15 Bel dxc5 
16 Nxc5 Qe7 17 Ne6, Tal- 
Savon, 1961, or 13 ... Qe7 

14 Qd2 e4 15 Nf2 Nf6 16 Nb5 
followed by Nd4) 14 Nxf4 exf4 

15 Bxf4 a6 (Black should not 
allow Nb5-Nd4) with equal 
play. 

12 f3 Nf6 

13 Nf2 Nd4 

13 ... c6 has been played with 
approximately equal chances. 

14 Nfe4 Nh5 

Simpler is 14 ... Nxe4 15 Nxe4 
Bf5 and 14 ... c5 also comes 
into consideration. The text is 
weaker in spite of appearances. 

15 Bg5 Qd7 

16 g3 

... Nf4 should not be 
allowed. 

16 ... h6 

16 ... c5 17 Nb5, Tal- 
Gligoric, Bled 1961, was in 
White’s favour. 
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17 Be3 c5 

Now complications arise. 
From the further course of the 
game it is apparent that neither 
player saw all the consequences. 

18 Bxd4 ex(14 

19 Nb5 a6 

20 Nbxd6 d3 



Black sacrifices another pawn 
to open the black diagonal with 
tactical threats. If 21 Bxd3 he 
foresaw 21 ... Bd4 + 22 Kill 

Nxg3 +. 

21 Qxd3 Bd4 + 

21 ... Bxb2 fails to 22 Nxc8. 

22 Kg2 

Later Boleslavsky pointed out 
22 Rf2 with advantage, a move 
both players failed to see. 

22 ... Nxg3 

23 Nxc8 Nxfl 

24 Nb6 Qe7 


By threatening mate Black 
maintains equal chances. 

25 Rxfl Qxb6 

26 b4 

It was White’s turn to save 
the game and this move does it. 
26 ... cxb4 fails to 27 c5, while 
26 ... Rf7 27 bxc5 Bxc5 
28 Rbl followed by d6 was not 
to Fischer’s liking. 

26 ... Qxb4 

27 Rbl Qa5 

28 Nxc5 


Forcing a draw. 


28 ... 

Qxc5 

29 Qxg6 + 

Bg7 

30 Rxb7 

Qd4 

31 Bd3 

Rf4 

32 Qe6 + 

Kh8 

33 Qg6. 


Drawn. 


LARSEN-TAL 


Match 1965, 1st game 

1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 


3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 e4 

0-0 

5 Nf3 

d6 

6 Be2 

e5 

7 0-0 

Nc6 

8 d5 

Ne7 

9 Nel 

Nd7 

10 f3 

f5 

11 g4 




A strange looking but useful 
move. White thwarts any 
activity on the K-side, hoping to 
achieve advantage on the other 
wing. Easy solutions are not 
available here and the 
apparently logical 11 ... fxg4 
12 fxg4 Rxfl + 13 Kxfl h6 

14 h4 Nf6 15 g5 Nh7 16 Be3 
Qd7 17 Kgl Qh3 18 Ng2, 
Ghitescu-Bolbochan, Olympiad 
1962, led to a passive position 
and difficulties for Black. 
11 ... f4 has the same strategic 
drawback: 12 h4 c5 13 a3 Kh8 
14 Bd2 Ng8 15 Ng2 and White 
blocks any K-side attempt, 
reserving a free hand on the 
Q-wing. 

11 ... h5 

The move Tal chooses allows 
the K-side to become blocked 
and therefore cannot be con¬ 
sidered logical. Black should 


play naturally. 11 ... Nf6 

12 Nd3 c6 13 Be3 (but not 

13 Khl fxg4 14 fxg4 Nxg4) ... 
f4 14 Bf2 g5 15 h3 c5 or 
13 Nf2 Kh8 14 Bd2 a5 15 a3 
Bd7 gives approximately equal 
play. 

12 g5 

12 gxf5 gxf5 13 f4 was also 
proposed, but the text is in com¬ 
plete accord with the strategic 
objective. 

12 ... h4 

Otherwise White would play 
h4. 

13 Nd3 f4 

Isolating the “g” pawn and 
planning to win it. 

14 Khl Kf7 

15 c5 

Seizing the opportunity since 
15 ... dxc5 16 Qb3 is more than 
dangerous. 

15 ... Rh8 

16 Qb3 

Byrne analyzed 16 Nb5 but 
the text is quite good. 

16 ... b6 17 cxd6 cxd6 18 
Qa3 Nc5 19 Nxc5 bxc5 20 b4 
cxb4 21 Qxb4 Bh3 22 Rgl Rb8 
23 Nb5 Nc8 24 Ba3 Bf8 25 
Qc4 Be7 26 Qc7 
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Now two facts become clear: 
The g5 pawn is lost, but White's 
pressure on the Q-side and 
activity of his pieces are more 
than enough compensation. The 
exchange of queens is a step into 
a very favourable ending. 

26 ... Qxc7 

27 Nxc7 Rh5 

Black should have abandoned 
his earlier plan. 


28 Bfl Bxfl 

Vukovic proposed 28 ... Bd7 
considering the exchange 
mistaken. Of course, 29 Ne6 
would then defend the pawn 
and Black’s troubles would not 
be over. 

29 Rgxfl Rxg5 

30 Ne6 Rh5 

31 Rael 

The rook on the seventh rank 
and Black’s weaknesses 
forebode the end. 

31 ... Kf6 32 Rc7 Rh8 33 
Rfcl g5 34 h3 Rg8 35 R7c6 Kf7 
36 Kg2 Kf6 37 Kfl Rh8 38 Ke2 
Rg8 39 Kd3 Rh8 40 Rc7 Nb6 

41 Rlc*6 Rhc8 Black resigned 
without resuming play. 

42 Bxd6 wins. 41 ... Nc8 

42 Nc5 etc. was not better. 


1 


3 

The Samisch Variation 


l 

d4 

Nf6 

2 

c4 


3 

Nc3 

Bg7 

4 

e4 

d6 

5 

f3 




The line of play named after 
the German grandmaster 
F, Samisch formally differs 
from the Four Pawns Attack 
just slightly, with a pawn at f3 
instead of f4. Yet this slight 
change of place makes an 
essential difference. White’s 
pawn formation is less mobile, 
but with the “e” pawn firmly 
defended, it is visibly less 
exposed to counter-attack. 


With a firm centre, wing 
actions are possible. When the 
system was first introduced, 
after castling long White usually 
launched a violent attack 
against Black’s king, but time 
and experience drew the sting, 
and in recent decades White 
turned his interest to the other 
side of the board. 

Black applies three methods 
against White’s centre: carrying 
out ... c5, ... e5 or ... b5. 
Modern experience has enriched 
Black’s play significantly. 

Under the microscope here 
are: 

I. 5 ... 0-0 6 Nge2 c5 
7 Be3 in Bobotsov-Tal, 
p. 96; ... 7 Bg5 in 
Stoltz-Gligoric, p. 98. 

II. 5 ... e5 6 Nge2 Nbd7 
7 Bg5 in TaUTolush, 
p. 100; 5 ... 0-0 6 Be3 
e5 7 dxe5 in Botvinnik- 
Tal, p. 103; 7 Nge2 
exd4 in Kotov-Smyslov, 
p. 105; 7 d5 Nh5 8 Qd2 


i 
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Qh4 + in Karpov- 
Velimirovic, p. 107; 

8 ... f5 in Geller- 
Gligoric, p. 109; 7 ... c6 

8 Nge'2 in Tal-Gligoric, 
p. Ill ; 8 Bd3 in 
Polugayevsky-Gelfer, 

p. 114. 

III. 5 ... c6 6 Be3 a6 7 Bd3 
0-0 in Petrosian- 
Gligoric, p. 116; 7 Qd2 
b5 in Spassky-Evans, 
p. 118; 5 ... 0-0 6 Be3 
b6 in Polugayevsky- 
Gufeld, p. 120; 6 ... Nc6 
7 Nge2 a6 8 Qd2 Rb8 

9 h4 b5 in Romanishin— v 
Cseshkovsky, p. 122; 

9 ... e5 in Gheorghiu- 
Andersson, p. 125; 

7 Nge2 Re8 in 
Petrosian-Hort, p. 126. 


i 

BOBOTSOV-TAL 
Student. Olympiad 1958 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 

g6 

3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 e4 

d6 

5 f3 

0-0 

.. c5 invites 

trouble: 


simple 6 dxc5 dxc5 7 Qxd8 4- 
Kxd8 8 Be3 Nfd7 9 0-0-0 b6 
10 f4 Bxc3 (otherwise 11 e5) 


11 bxc3 Bb7 12 Nf3 Ke8 13 e5 
is in White’s favour, Spassky- 
Gheorghiu, Moscow 1971. 

6 Nge2 

6 Be3 prevents 6 ... c5 after 
which 7 dxc5 dxc5 8 Qxd8 
Rxd8 9 Bxc5 Nc6 10 Nd5 in 
Karpov-Barle, Ljubljana 1975, 
gave advantage to White. It is 
interesting to note that clinging 
to the material advantage with 

10 Nge2 fails to 10 ... Nd7 

11 Be3 Nde5 with initiative. 

6 ... c5 

7 Be3 

7 Bg5 allows 7 ... Nc6 and 
7 d5 e6 is quite comfortable for 
Black. 


7 ... Nbd7 



8 Qd2 

The position of the knight on 
d7 is rather passive. Further¬ 
more, after the more precise 


move order 6 Be3 Nbd7, White 
has at his disposal, apart from 
7 Nge2, manoeuvre Nh3 
followed by Nf2, whence the 
knight defends e4, controls g4 
and makes f4 possible later. For 
example 7 ... c5 8 d5 Ne5 
9 Nf2 e6 10 Be2 exd5 11 cxd5 
a6 12 0-0 and 12 ... b5 13 a4 is 
clearly advantageous to White. 
However, 7 Nh3 should be met 
by 7 ... e5 8 d5 Nh5 and then 
9 g4 Nf4 10 Nxf4 exf4 11 Bxf4 
Ne5 or 9 Qd2 f5 gives approx¬ 
imately equal chances. 

8 ... a6 

Initiating Q-side action. 

9 0-0-0 

If the knight leaves e2, Black 
takes on d4 and then plays ... 
Ne5. To 9 Rdl Black replies 
9 ... Qc7. 

9 ... Qa5 

10 Kbl b5 

11 Nd5 

(see following diagram) 

Even stronger 11 dxc5 dxc5 

12 Nd5 is met by 12 ... Nxd5 

13 Qxa5 Nxe3 14 Rcl (or 

14 Rxd7 Bxd7 15 Qd2 Nxfl 
followed by ... Be6) ... Nxc4 
(but not 14 ... Ne5 because of 

15 Nf4) 15 Rxc4 bxc4 16 Nc3 
Rb8 and Black’s initiative is 
very dangerous. Zamikhovsky- 
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Nezhmetdinov, USSR 1956, 
continued 17 Bxc4 (if 17 f4 
then 17 ... Bd4) ... Ne5 18 Be2 
Be6 19 Rdl Nc6 and Black’s 
attack should prevail. 17 Kc2 as 
proposed by several commen¬ 
tators seems better, but the 
assessment that the sacrifice is 
correct still stands. 

11 ... Nxd5 

12 Qxa5 Nxe3 

13 Rel 

Geller proposed 13 Rd3 as 
better but it is not much of an 
improvement. 

13 ... Nxc4 

14 Rxe4 bxc4 

The complications are over 
and it is easy to see now that 
Black’s pressure on the “b” file 
and along the long black 
diagonal have become decisive 
factors. 

15 Ncl 
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15 dxc5 is now met by 
15 ... Nxc5 which was not 
feasible at move 11. 


15 ... 

Rb8 

16 Bxc4 

Nb6 

17 Bb3 

Bxd4 

18 Qd2 

Bg7 


Making possible the thrust of 
the “c” pawn. White is lost. 

19 Ne2 c4 20 Bc2 c3 21 Qd3 
cxb2 22 Nd4 Bd7 23 Rdl Rfc8 
24 Bb3 Na4 25 Bxa4 Bxa4 
26 Nb3 Rc3 27 Qxa6 Bxb3 
28 axb3 Rbc8 29 Qa3 Rcl + 
30 Rxcl Rxcl + . White 
resigned. 

STOLTZ-GLIGOR1C 
Interzonal 1952 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 


3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 e4 

d6 

5 f3 

0-0 

6 Bg5 



It is too early for this move. 

6 ... c5 

No special ability is required 
to notice that the pawn on d4 is 
a relatively weak spot in the 
King’s Indian Defence, simply 
because White cannot support it 
by another pawn. Therefore it is 


logical to put pressure on it in 
order to open the long diagonal 
and increase the scope of the 
bishop at g7. On 7 dxc5 Black 
would reply 7 ... Qa5 and 7 d5 
would be followed by 7 ... e6. 


7 Nge2 Nc6 



This is more consistent with 
the above reasoning than the 
passive 7 ... Nbd7, 


8 dxc5 

An experienced player would 
prefer 8 d5 Ne5 9 Ng3 with 
some advantage. It is true that 
Black can choose 8 ... Na5 
which equalizes, but all the 
same closing the centre was a 
better solution, because the text 
leaves a hole on d4. Such a hole 
can be allowed only if a con¬ 
crete variation compensates for 
it, and it is one of those little 
things a student of the King’s 
Indian has to keep in mind. 


8 ... dxc5 

9 Qxd8 Rxd8 

10 Rdl Bd7 

Another rule to remember: 
with a hole in the opponent’s 
pawn structure on an open file, 
rooks should not be exchanged 
as they will be needed later on. 

11 Nd5 h6 

Again the best. White can 
double Black’s pawns on the 

1” file, but soon he will have 
lo worry about ... f5. 

12 Be3 b6 

13 Nec3 Ne8 

14 Bel e6 

The main point. Black’s 
pawn structure is superior 
simply because d5 is controlled, 
while d4 is left to the mercy of 
Black’s pieces. 

15 Ne3 
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15 ... Nc7 


Gligoric played many of his 
games in the King’s Indian 
Defence with great precision. A 
weaker player would probably 
choose 15 ... Nd4 offering 
White a target and 16 Ne2 
would follow. d4 is Black’s 
strong square and he plans to 
occupy it with a piece which in 
Nimzowitsch’s terminology 
becomes a Vorposten (outpost). 
Such a piece is a sort of key to 
the file: it closes it or, when 
removed, it opens it. Since d4 is 
a constant weakness, there is no 
hurry — it is much better to 
bring the other knight into 
action. 

16 Bd3 Na6 

17 f4 

Black had in mind ... 
Nab4, ... Nd4, ... Nbc6 and if 
a3 prevents the plan, then the 
knight from d4 can make use of 
the weakened b3. Therefore 
Stoltz plans e5 securing e4 for 
his pieces. 

17 ... f5 

18 exf5 

Black thwarts the plan. If 
18 e5, then e4 is controlled 
and ... g5 gives a clear advan¬ 
tage. Vukovic proposed 18 g4 
as better than the text which 
opens another file in Black’s 
favour. 
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18 ... exf5 

19 Ncd5 Nab4 

It is necessary to liquidate the 
knight on d5. 

20 Bbl Bd4 

21 a3 Nxd5 

22 cxd5 

22 Nxd5 Na5 23 Ba2 Ba4 is 
not attractive, but this way the 
“d” pawn is doomed; a typical 
transformation of advantages. 

22 ... Ne7 

23 Ba2 Kg7 

24 Nc2 Bf6 

25 Kf2 Ba4 

26 b3 Be8 

27 Rhel Bf7 

28 b4 Nxd5 

29 bxc5 bxc5 

30 Rd3 

An expensive move; it costs 
one pawn. 

30 ... Nxf4. 

White resigned. 

II 

TAL-TOLUSH 

USSR Championship 1957 

1 c4 Nf6 

2 Nc3 g6 

3 e4 d6 

4 d4 Bg7 

5 f3 e5 


A cautious player castles first 
and then decides how to seek 
counter-play, but Tolush was 
not a cautious player. However, 
there is no reason to be afraid of 

6 dxe5 dxe5 7 Qxd8 + Kxd8 
because the pawn structure and 
the absence of queens make a 
direct attack on Black’s king 
impossible. The continuation 
8 Be3 Be6 9 0-0-0+ Nfd7 
followed by ... Nc6 gives equal 
play, while Black simply ignores 
8 Bg5 h6 9 Bh4 c6 10 f4 with 
10 ... Ke8. 

6 Nge2 

In the Samisch variation, too, 
flexible waiting moves such as 
this are usually harder to meet. 
The immediate 6 d5 makes 
things easier for Black, who 
continues 6 ... Nh5 (not to be 
recommended is 6 ... Nfd7 
when the simple 7 h4 or Nh3 
Bh6 8 Nf2 Bxcl 9 Qxcl gives 
advantage as well as 7 Nh3 Nc5 
8 Nf2 a5 9 Be3 Nbd7 10 Qd2 
f5 11 exf5 gxf5 12 Bg5 Nf6 
13 0-0-0, Nei-Suetin, 1957) 

7 Be3 f5 (brilliant, but not 
completely sound, was 

7 ... Na6 8 Qd2 Qh4+ 9 g3 
Nxg3 10 Qf2 Nxfl from the 
famous game Spassky- 
Bronstein, Interzonal 1956) 

8 Qd2 f4 9 Bf2 Bf6 (it is useful 
to exchange this bishop now 
that the al-h8 diagonal no 
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longer provides useful 
employment) 10 Nge2 Bh4 

11 g3 Bg5 when 12 Qc2 fxg3 or 

12 g4 Bxg4 13 fxg4 f3 14 Be3 

Bxe3 15 Qxe3 fxe2 16 gxh5 
exflQ + 17 Rxfl Qh4 + 

18 Kd2 Nd7 (Geller) or 18 Qf2 
Qxf2+ 19 Rxf2 Rf8 leads to a 
balanced position. So the text is 
preferable. Since White has not 
played the bishop to e3, he can 
develop it at g5. 

6 ... Nbd7 

Somewhat passive, but 
6 ... Nc6 7 Be3 0-0 8 d5 Ne7 
9 g4 is hardly inviting either. 
6 ... c6 7 Bg5 Qa5 8 Qd2 Nbd7 
or 8 ... 0-0 9 d5 cxd5 10 cxd5 
Na6 11 Ncl Bd7 12 a3 is also in 
White’s favour. Naturally, 
6 ... Nfd7 7 h4 is risky, too. 


A very instructive mistake. 
When White is ready to start a 
pawn attack on the K-side, the 
proper reaction should be to 
open the “c” file, not to block 
it. 9 ... cxd5 and 10 ... e6 w'as 
better. 

10 g4 a6 

11 Ng3 Re8 

12 h4 Qa5 

A loss of time. Black should 
play immediately ... Nf8 

and ... Bd7. 

13 Bh6 Nf8 

14 h5 Qc7 

15 Bd3 b5 

16 0-0-0 

Of course, taking on b5 
would only offer counter¬ 
chances to Black. 


7 Bg5 



7 ... c6 

8 Qd2 0-0 

9 d5 c5 


16 ... bxc4 

17 Bbl 

The bishop stays on the 
diagonal bl-h7 expecting better 
days. Black has succeded in 
opening the “b” file but it is too 
narrow a channel for a serious 
attack. 

17 ... Bh8 

18 Rdgl Rb8 

19 Nf5 N6d7 

20 Bg5 

Very unpleasant: 20 ... f6 
fails to 21 hxg6 and 22 Qh2 or 
22 Qxg5 while 20 ... Nb6 loses 
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to 21 Nh6 4- Kg7 22 hxg6 fxg6 
23 f4 or 22 ... hxg6 23 Bf6 + 
Kxf6 24 Ng8 + etc. 

20 ... Bg7 

21 Nxg7 Kxg7 

22 Bh6 + Kg8 

23 f4 

Without the bishop, Black’s 
king is semi-naked. White con¬ 
tinues the debagging by opening 
up the position. The bishop on 
bl is becoming dangerous. 

23 ... exf4 

24 Qxf4 Qd8 

A strong defensive move: On 

25 Qxd6 there is 25 ... Rb6 

26 Qh2 g5 or 26 Qf4 Ne5. 

25 hxg6 Nxg6 

Retaking with a pawn loses. 
For example 25 ... hxg6 26 Bg5 
f6 27 Qh2 fxg5 28 Qh8 + Kf7 

29 Rf 1 + Nf6 30 e5 followed 
by Bxg6+. Or: 25 ... fxg6 

26 Bg5 Qb6 27 Na4 Qa5 
28 Rfl Ne5 29 Be7 Bxg4 

30 Bxd6. Now 26 Qxd6 is met 
by 26 ... Nge5. 

26 Qh2 Nde5 

27 Bf4 

Not precise, since Black could 
play 27 ... Nxf4 liquidating that 
nuisance of a bishop. Therefore 

27 Be3 was in order. Tolush 
misses the opportunity. 


27 ... Nf8 

28 Qh6 Neg6 

29 Bg5 f6 



30 e5 

The time has come: the 
bishop on bl awakens and 
decides the issue. 

30 ... Rxe5 

31 Bxg6 Rb7 

31 ... Rxg5 loses to 32 Bxh7 + 
Kf7 33 Ne4. 

32 Ne4 

The knight joins the attack 
and the pressure becomes 
unbearable. 

32 ... fxg5 33 Rfl Rxe4 34 
Bxe4 Rg7 35 Rf6 Bxg4 36 Rhfl 
Nd7 37 Rxd6 Qe7 38 Rxa6 Kh8 
39 Bxh7 Nb8 40 Bf5 + Kg8 
41 Be6 + Bxe6 42 Rxe6. Black 
resigned. 


BOTVINNIK-TAL 
Match 1961, 13th game 


1 

d4 

Nf6 

2 

c4 

g6 

3 

Nc3 

Bg7 

4 

e4 

d6 

5 

f3 

0-0 

6 

Be3 

e5 

7 

dxe5 



White can keep the tension by 
playing 7 Nge2, block the 
centre immediately or take the 
option Botvinnik chooses, 
which also presents difficulties 
for Black. Note that 7 Bd3 fails 
to 7 ... Ng4. 

7 ... dxe5 
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8 Qxd8 Rxd8 

9 Nd5 

One of the earlier games con¬ 
tained a warning against 
creating a hole on d4, unless 


some concrete analysis justified 
it. There is such a case here; 
Black cannot start preparing to 
make use of d4 with 9 ... Ne8. 
because 10 0-0-0 Rd7 11 Bd3 
c6 12 Nc3 Na6 13 a3 Nec7 

14 Nge2 Ne6 15 Bc2 is clearly 
favourable to White who con¬ 
trols the “d” file and is ready to 
seize space with b4. 

9 ... Nxd5 

10 cxd5 c6 

11 Bc4 b5 

Later analysis showed that 
11 ... cxd5 12 Bxd5 Nc6 
13 0-0-0 Nd4 14 Bxd4 exd4 

15 Ne2 Bf5 equalizes since 

16 Nxd4 loses to 16 ... Bh6 + 

17 Kbl Rxd5 and 16 Kd2 Rac8 
17 Rcl to 17 ... Bh6 + 18 f4 
Rxcl 19 Rxcl d3 20 Kxd3 
Rxd5 + 21 Ke3 Bxe4 22 Kxe4 
Rd2. Tal’s move is also good. 

12 Bb3 Bb7 

13 0-0-0 

After 13 Rcl with the idea 
13 ... cxd5 14 Rc7 Rd7 
15 Rxb7 Vukovic proposed 
13 ... a5 when 14 dxc6 Nxc6 

15 Bd5 fails to 15 ... Rxd5 

16 exd5 Nb4 followed by 
... Bxd5, according to an 
analysis by Boleslavsky. In the 
case of 15 a3 a4 16 Ba2 b4 

17 axb4 a3 Black also seizes the 
initiative. 
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13 ... c5 

Black misses the right con¬ 
tinuation. 13 ... a5, keeping the 
pressure on d5, was significantly 
better. As later analysis 
demonstrated it gives Black a 
very fine game. For example, 
14 dxc6 Nxc6 15 Rxd8+ Rxd8 

16 Bd5 b4 and if 17 Ne2 then 

17 ... Ba6 with advantage. 

14 Bc2 Nd7 

15 Ne2 Bf8 

15 ... c4 was the move to 
play. 

16 Nc3 a6 

A number of commentators 
pointed out that 16 ... b4 was 
better. At first sight Black’s 
pawns on the Q-side look 
menacing, but as a matter of 
fact they are a weakness, which 
Botvinnik demonstrates master¬ 
fully. 

17 b3 Rac8 

18 Bd3 Nb6 

19 Be2 

Each of these Botvinnik 
moves deserves an exclamation 
mark. White has stopped the 
pawns advancing and now 
prepares their further weaken¬ 
ing. 

19 ... Rd6 

20 Kb2 


Tal was considering 20 ... b4, 
but it does not work because of 
21 Nbl c4 22 bxc4 Nxc4 
23 Bxc4 Rxc4 24 Rcl which 
exposes the bad position of the 
rook on d6. 

20 ... f5 

21 Rcl Rf6 

22 a4 



Excellent! Black’s pawn 
structure is broken. 


22 ... 

b\a4 

23 bxa4 

a5 

24 Kc2 

c4 

25 Rbl 

Bb4 

26 Na2 

Bc5 

27 BxcS 

28 Nc3 

Rxc5 

White misses 
tion — 28 f4. 

a tactical 

28 ... 

Bc8 

29 Rb2 

Bd7 


29 ... fxe4 was better. 


30 Rhbl 

Bxa4 + 

31 Nxa4 

Nxa4 

32 Rb8 + 

Kg7 

32 ... Rf8 is 

not possible 

because of 33 f4. 

33 Rlb7 + 

Rf7 

34 d6 

The passed 

pawn wins 

forcefully. 

34 ... 

Rxb7 

35 Rxb7 + 

Kf6 

36 Rxh7 

Rc8 

37 d7 

Rd8 

38 Bxc4 

Nc5 

39 Rf7 4* 

Kg5 

40 Bb5 

fxe4 

41 fxe4. 

Black resigned. 



9 g4 by 9 ... Nb6 10 Ng3 exd4 
11 Bxd4 Be6 with counter¬ 
chances. If 9 0-0-0 Black 
replies 9 ... a6 10 Kbl (or 

10 d5 c5 11 g4b5 12 Ng3 Nb6) 
... b5 with dynamic balance. 

8 Nxd4 c6 


KOTOV-SMYSLOV 
USSR Championship 1940 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 

8 6 

3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 e4 

0-0 

5 Nge2 

d6 

6 f3 

e5 

7 Be3 

exd4 

(see following diagram) 


After lengthy research, 
grandmaster practice has 
discarded this continuation in 
favour of 7 ... c6 8 Qd2 Nbd7 
when Black is ready to answer 


The point of the early 
exchange on d4 is that Black is 
ready for ... d5, which frees his 
game. 

9 Qd2 

White can make it more dif¬ 
ficult for Black to carry 
out ... d5 if he continues 

9 Nc2. Still after 9 ... Re8 

10 Qd2 d5 11 0-0-0 Qa5 
12 cxd5 cxd5 13 exd5 Na6 as in 
Sajtar-Eliskases, Olympiad 
1952, Black preserves counter¬ 
chances, although they do not 
represent full compensation. 

9 ... d5 

10 exd5 
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Gligoric tried 10 exd5 cxd5 
11 Be2 dxc4 12 Bxc4 Re8 
13 0-0, but Fischer’s 13 ... a6 
followed by ... b5 and ... Bb7 
was promising. (Interzonal 
1962.) 

10 ... cxd5 

11 e5 Ne8 

12 14 f6 

13 exf6 

Years passed before David 
Bronstein found a dangerous 
sacrifice, continuing here 

13 Bb5 fxe5 14 fxe5 Bxe5 
15 Nf3 Bg7 16 0-0. The subse¬ 
quent 16 ... Nc7 17 Bc5 Rf5 
18 Bd3 Rf6 19 Bc4 led 
Vasiukov (USSR 1956) into a 
lost game, but 16 ... Nc6 
17 Nxd5 Nd6, Pachman- 

Gligoric, European Team 

Championship 1961, equalized. 
Geller proposed 16 Qxd5 + 
Qxd5 17 Nxd5 as favourable 
for White. There is no doubt 
that Kotov’s move plays into 


Black’s hands. 


13 ... 

Nxf6 

14 Be2 

Nc6 

15 0-0 

Re8 

16 Khl 

Bg4 

17 Bxg4 



Black’s pieces are har¬ 
moniously developed and his 
isolated pawn in the centre is far 
from being weak. Kotov makes 


a serious mistake overlooking 
the consequences of taking on 
g4. 

17 ... Nxg4 

18 Bgl 

Somewhat better was 18 Nxc6 
bxc6 19 Bgl, although 19 ... d4 
is clearly in Black’s favour. 
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18 ... Nxh2 

The problem is that 19 Nxc6 
is refuted by 19 ... Nxfl. 


19 Bxh2 

Nxd4 

20 Rael 

Qd7 

21 Qd3 

Rad8 

22 Rxe8 + 

Rxe8 

23 Bgl 

Qf5 

The queen is transferred to an 

active position 

and 24 Qxf5 


Nxf5 would cause even greater 
problems for White. 

24 Qdl Ne2 


A nice tactical solution 
simplifying the position. 

25 Nxe2 Qh5 + 26 Bh2 Rxe2 
27 Rel Re4 28 Qcl Rxel+ 29 
Qxel h6 30 Qd2 Qf5 31 Bgl 
Qh5 + 32 Bh2 Kh7 33 b3 d4 
34 Qd3 Qf5 35 Qd2 

35 Qxf5 gxf5 36 Kgl d3 is 
hopeless. 

35 ... Qe4 

36 Bgl b5 

37 b4 a6 

38 Kh2 g5 

Precise. 


39 g3 gxf4 40 gxf4 Kg6 
41 Bf2 B16 42 a4 bxa4 43 Qa2 
d3 44 Qxa4 Qe2 45 Kg3 h5 
46 Qxa6 h4+ 47 Kg2 Qe4 + 
48 Kfl Qhl + 49 Bgl Qf3 + 
50 Bf2 d2 51 f5+ Kh5. White 
resigned. 


KARPOV-VELIM1RO VIC 
Skopje 1976 


1 

c4 

Nf6 

2 

Nc3 

86 

3 

e4 

d6 

4 

d4 

Bg7 

5 

f3 

0-0 

6 

Be3 

eS 

7 

d5 



Many grandmasters consider 
this the most promising line. 
White seizes more space, avoids 


... Nc6 or ... exd4 with pressure 
and counter-play in the centre, 
and makes possible either castl¬ 
ing long with a K-side attack or 
later castling K-side with action 
on the other wing. Does 7 d5 
represent the best line for 
White? A personal preference 
would favour 7 Nge2 in har¬ 
mony with the firm belief that 
White should keep the tension 
in the centre as long as possible, 
but the text is certainly an 
attractive continuation as well. 

7 ... Nh5 



7 ... c6 and 7 ... c5 will be 
analysed in subsequent games. 
The text is an old reaction to 
White’s closing the centre. 
Black does not wish to wait for 
White’s K-side pawn attack and 
he immediately prepares .. f5. 
He is not afraid of g4 and he is 
ready even to sacrifice a pawn 
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by a later ... Nf4, opening the 
long diagonal. 8 g4Nf4 9 Nge2 
f5 is in Black’s favour. 

8 Qd2 Qh4 + 

Velimirovic follows an old 
idea of Bronstein’s in a similar 
position. Its drawbacks will 
become apparent. Black should 
stick to the original plan and 
play 8 ... f5. 

9 Bf2 Qf4 

10 Be3 

10 Qc2 Na6 11 a3 f5 12 Nge2 
Qg5 is not advantageous. 

10 ... Qh4 + 

11 g3 Nxg3 

12 Qf2 Nxfl 

13 Qxh4 Nxe3 

14 Ke2 

14 Kf2 Nxc4 15 b3 Nb6 
16 Nge2 Na6 leads into 
Spassky-Bronstein referred to 
in the Tal-Tolush game. 
Karpov’s play is stronger. 

14 ... Nxc4 

15 Rcl 

Since 15 ... Nxb2 fails to 
16 Rc2 Nc4 17 Nb5 White will 
force Black’s knight into a 
passive position and at the same 
time transfer his own from c3 to 
e3. 

15 ... Na6 

16 Ndl Nb6 


17 Nh3 Bd7 

18 Ne3 

Black’s activity is reduced to 
a minimum. 

18 ... f6 

19 Rhgl Rad8 

20 b3 c6 

Velimirovic was hoping to 
achieve counter-play by under¬ 
mining White’s chain of central 
pawns. However, his assess¬ 
ment of the position was wrong 

21 dxc6 bxc6 



22 Nf5 

The threat of 23 Ne7 + 
forces Black to take on f5. 

22 ... gxf5 

23 Kxg7 + Kxg7 

24 Rgl + 

Now 24 ... Kh8 loses to 
25 Ng5 fxg5 26 Qxg5. 


24 ... 

Kf7 

25 Qh5 + 

26 Qxf5 + 

Ke6 

If 26 Rg7 then 26 ... d5. 

26 ... 

Kf7 

26 ... Ke7 loses to 27 Rg7 + 

Rf7 28 Rxf7 + 

Kxf7 29 Ng5 + . 

27 Qh5 + 

Ke6 

28 Qf5 + 

Kf7 

29 !Ng5 + 

Ke8 

If 29 ... Ke7 then 30 Qxh7 + 

Ke8 31 Qg6 + 

Ke7 32 Qg7 + 

Ke8 33 Nh7 

Rf7 34 Nxf6 + 

Ke7 35 Ng8 + 

Ke8 36 Qh8 

wins. 


30 Ne6 

31 Rg7 

Rf7 

Very nice. Now 31 ... Rxg7 
32 Nxg7 + Ke7 33 Qxh7 wins 

quickly. 


31 ... 

Rc8 

32 Rxf7 

Kxf7 

33 Ng5 + 

Ke7 

34 Qxh7 + 

Kd8 

35 Qh8 + 

Kc7 

36 Qxf6 

37 Ii4 

Re8 


It is this passed pawn march¬ 
ing down the board which finally 
decides the result of the 
struggle. 

37 ... Nc5 38 Ii5 Ne6 39 h6 
Nf8 40 b4 Nc8 41 Kd2 Ne7 42 
h7 Nxh7 43 Nxh7 Nc8 44 Nf8 


Re7 45 a3 Be8 46 Nc6+ Kd7 
47 Ng7 Kc7 48 Nf5 Rd7 49 a4 
Bf7 50 Kc3 Ba2 51 a5 Rf7 52 
Qh6 Rd7 53 f4 exf4 54 Qxf4 
Rf7 55 Qh6 Rd7 56 Qh2 Be6 57 
Qh6 Bxf5 58 exf5 d5 59 Kd4 
Nd6 60 Qf4 Kb7 61 Qe5Nf7 62 
Qe8 Kc7 63 Qa8 Kd6 64 Qf8 + 
Kc7 65 Qc5 Nd6 66 Qxa7+. 
Black resigned. 

GELLER-GLIGORIC 
Candidates 1953 


1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 

3 Nc3 Bg7 

4 e4 d6 

5 f3 0-0 

6 Be3 e5 

7 d5 Nh5 

8 Qd2 f5 

Much better and more logical 
than 8 ... Qh4+. 

9 0-0-0 f4 

Seemingly logical, but as a 
matter of fact somewhat incon¬ 
sistent with the basic idea of the 
system. It is the K-side where 
Black should seek action and 
keep the tension. If the K-wing 
is blocked, operations will be 
transferred to the other flank 
where White, as will be seen, 
proves to be stronger. However, 
after 9 ... Nd7 10 exf5 (10 Bd3 
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fxe4 11 Nxe4 Nf4 12 Bc2 Nf6, 
as in the famous game 
Korchnoi-Stein, USSR Cham¬ 
pionship 1965) ... gxf5 11 Bd3 
Black's position is in danger. It 
is best to avoid the popular but 
unnatural 11 ... Ndf6 12 Nge2 
Kh8 (in order to prevent 

13 Ng3) when 13 Bg5 with 
g3-h3-g4 in mind is difficult to 
meet. Geller proposed the sharp 
11 ... e4 12 fxe4f4 13 Bf2 Ne5 

14 Nf3 Bg4 which needs prac¬ 
tical testing. The other pos¬ 
sibility is 11 ... Nc5 12 Bc2 a5 
13 Nge2 Qh4 14 b3 Qe7, 
although 15 Bh6 (Boleslavsky) 
is still in White’s favour. There 
is no doubt that h5 is a sensitive 
place for the knight and only 
courageous play, such as 
Geller's recommendation, 
should be considered. Peaceful 
solutions do not work. 

10 Bf2 Bf6 

11 Nge2 Bh4 

12 Bgl 

It is easy to understand 
Black’s anxiety to exchanges his 
bad bishop, but Geller, who 
plans c5, does not concur. 


Gligoric improved upon this 
in the sixties and started playing 
12 ... b6 which is better, but the 
same manoeuvre Geller applies 


in this game offers White better 
chances. 

13 Kbl Be7 

14 Ncl Nc5 

15 Nd3 

This keeps the advantage but, 
as proposed by some commen¬ 
tators, 15 b4 Nd7 16 Nb3 was 
more dangerous for Black. 

15 ... Nxd3 

16 Bxd3 Bd7 

Bronstein proposed 16 ... c5 
instead, but 17 dxc6 must be in 
White's favour. 

17 Bc2 Qe8 

Played in order prevent 
18 Ba4. 

18 Bf2 a6 

19 Rcl Kh8 

20 Bdl Rf7 

21 Bb3 Rf8 

22 Ne2 b6 

23 Nc3 Nf6 

24 Qdl Kg7 

25 Qd3 Nh5 

26 Rcgl 

Black is merely a spectator 
and can only wait. White should 
have undertaken action on the 
Q-side immediately without the 
preliminary K-side blockade 
prepared with his last move. 

26 ... KH8 

27 g4 Nf6 
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28 h4 Kg7 

29 Rcl li6 

30 Ne2 Qd8 

31 Rcgl Nh 7 

32 Bc2 Be8 

33 li5 g5 

34 Qdl Nf6 

35 Ba4 b5 

A forced weakening. 

36 cxb5 axb5 

37 Bb3 Qb8 

38 Qd2 Qb7 

39 Rcl Bd7 

40 Rc2 Rfc8 

41 Rdl Ra6 

42 Ncl 



42 ... Nxg4 

Black immediately seizes his 
opportunity. White's K-side is 
not as secure as it seems. 

43 fxg4 Bxg4 

44 Rhl Bf3 

45 Qel 


It is absolutely necessary to 
preserve the “e” pawn. 

45 ... c5 

46 dxc6 Raxc6 

47 Bd5 Bxhl 

48 Qxhl Qd7 

49 Rxc6 Rxc6 

50 Bxc6 Qxc6 

51 Nd3 Qc4 

52 Qf3 d5 

This forcing continuation 
leads to a draw. 

53 Nxe5 Qf 1 + 

54 Kc2 dxe4 

55 Qxc4 Qxf2 + 

56 Kd3 Qfl + 

57 Kc2 Qf2-b 

58 Kd3 Qfl + 

59 Kc2 Qf2 + . 

Drawn. 


TAL-GLIGORIC 
Candidates 1959 


1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 

3 Nc3 Bg7 

4 e4 d6 

5 f3 0-0 

6 Be3 e5 

7 d5 c6 

Black's desire to open the 
"c” file in order to be able to 
mount a counter-offensive on 
the Q-side in response to 
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White’s aggressive action on the 
K-wing is logical. 

8 Nge2 



For the time being White 
leaves his queen on dl whence it 
controls the square g4, an 
important detail in some varia¬ 
tions. 

The other alternative often 
played is 8 Qd2 ready to 
evacuate the king to the quiet 
Q-side and start a violent attack 
against Black’s king. For exam¬ 
ple, 8 ... cxd5 9 cxd5 a6 10 g4 
Nbd7 11 h4 h5 as occurred in a 
game between the same 
opponents in the 1958 Inter¬ 
zonal. It is important to note 
that Black cannot oppose 
White’s K-side attack by play¬ 
ing ... f5. Alekhine-Euwe, 
Amsterdam 1926, continued: 
9 ... Ne8 10 0-0-0 f5 11 Kbl 
Nd7 12 Nh3 a6 13 exf5 gxf5 


14 g4 and White was clearly 
superior. However, instead of 
11 ... Nd7 Black could continue 
... a6-b5. Therefore later 
tournament practice introduced 
10 g4 f5 11 gxf5 gxf5 12 0-0-0 
f4 13 Bf2 Nd7 14 Kbl Ndf6 

15 Bh3 with advantage to 
White. 


8 ... cxd5 

9 cxd5 a6 

10 Qd2 


On 10 g4 the standard 10 ... 
h5 is imperative. 11 h3 Nbd7 
(but not 11 ... Nh7 12 gxh5 
Qh4 + 13 Bf2 Qxh5 14 Ng3 
Qg5 15 h4 Qf4 16 Bg2 Nd7 
17 Nce2 Qf6 18 Be3 followed 
by Qd2 and 0-0-0 which is 
advantageous to White) 12 Ncl 
(or 12 Bg5 Qb6 13 Qd2 Nh7 
14 Bh4 hxg4 and there is no 
danger on the “h” file) ... Nh7 
13 h4 (this makes it clear why 
the queen was left on dl) ... 
Ndf6 14 Be2 Bd7 15 Nd3 
Encyclopaedia of Chess 
Openings assesses wrongly as 
unclear. White is clearly better 
and therefore Black should 
follow Boleslavsky’s recom¬ 
mendation 13 ... hxg4 14 fxg4 
f5 15 g5 Nc5 16 Nd3 Nxe4 
17 Nxe4 fxe4 18 Nf2 Rf4. The 
player choosing the King’s 
Indian Defence must be ready 
for strong measures if he wants 


to survive and out-manoeuvre 
his opponent. 

10 ... Nbd7 

11 g 4 

11 Ncl allows 11 ... Nh5 

12 Nd3 f5 13 0-0-0 Nb6 with 
good counter-play. 

11 ... h5 

Gligoric used this move 
against Sherwin in the 1958 
Interzonal. It is an indispens¬ 
able reaction, because otherwise 
White continues Ng3 and his 
attack becomes irresistible. 

12 h3 

After 12 g5 Nh7 13 h4 
Encyclopaedia of Chess Open¬ 
ings gives 13 ... f6 as equal, 
Szabo-Gligoric, Belgrade 1959. 
This is doubtful and 13 ... b5 
14 Ng3 Nb6 as .played in 
Polugayevsky-Petrosian, USSR 
Championship 1959, is recom¬ 
mended instead. 

12 ... Nh7 

12 ... b5 would be met by 

13 Bg5 and Ng3. 

13 h4 

In the above mentioned game 
Sherwin played 13 0-0-0 and 
with 13 ... h4 Gligoric blocked 
White’s K-side attack. After 
13 gxh5 Qh4 + 14 Bf2 Qxh5 


15 Bg2 Bh6 it is evident that 
Black has solved his problems. 
Therefore Tal tried this novelty. 

13 ... hxg4 

14 fxg4 
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14 h5 gxf3 15 Ng3 Ndf6 does 
not work. 

14 ... Nhf6 

Novelties take their toll on 
the opponent’s clock and his 
nerves. Often even the great 
miss the right road, and here it 
happens to Gligoric. Vukovic 
proposed 14 ... Nb6, which is 
really unpleasant, while some 
later games brought 14 ... Ndf6 
15 g5 Nh5 16 Na4 Bg4 17 Rgl 
f5 with a very good game for 
Black. 

15 Bh3 Nb6 

16 Bg5 Nc4 
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16 ... Qc7 was not better 
because 17 h5 Nc4 18 Qcl 
Bxg4 19 h6 Bh8 20 Bxf6 etc. 

17 Qd3 Qc7 

There is no time for 
17 ... Nxb2 because of 18 Qf3. 

18 b3 Na3 

19 Rcl Bxg4 

There is nothing better. On 
19 ... Qa5 there is 20 Qf3. 

20 Bxf6 


But not 

20 Nbl 

21 Bd2 Qb5. 


20 ... 

Bxe2 

21 Kxe2 

Bxf6 

22 Nbl 

Qa5 

23 b4 



This wins a piece and the 
game. 

23 ... Qxb4 24 Nxa3 Bxh4 25 
Ne4 b5 26 Nb6 Rad8 27 Bf5 
Bg5 28 Rcgl Qb2 4- 29 Kf3 Bf4 
30 Rg2 Qb4 31 Nd7 Rc8 32 
Nf6 + Kg7 33 Nh5 + Kg8 34 
Bxc8 Rxc8 35 Rc2 Rxc2 
36 Qxc2 Qa3 + 37 Qb3 Qxb3 + 
38 axb3 gxh5 39 Ral h4 40 
Kg4 Be3 41 Rxa6 Bc5 42 Kxh4 
f5 43 exf5 e4 44 b4 Bxb4 45 
Kg5 Kf7 46 Ra7 + Ke8 47 f6. 
Black resigned. 


POLUGAYEVSKY-GELLER 


Portoroz 1973 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 


3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 e4 

d6 

5 f3 

0-0 

6 Be3 

e5 

7 d5 

c6 


7 ... c5 has been condemned 
as bad. The evidence against it: 
8 g4 (if 8 Qd2, Black reacts 
immediately with ... Nh5 and 
... f5) ... Ne8 9 h4 f5 10 exf5 
gxf5 11 gxf5 (11 g5 in Kotov- 
Najdorf, Candidates 1953, was 
met with the natural and strong 
11 ... e4) ... Bxf5 12 Bd3 e4 
(otherwise the exchange of 
bishops leaves e4 in White’s 
control, and the al-h8 diagonal 
remains closed) 13 fxe4 Bc8 
(13 ... Qe7 loses to 14 exf5 
Qxe3 + 15 Qe2 Qg3 + 16 Kd2 
etc.) 14 e5 Bxe5 15 Nf3 Bg7 

16 Ng5 h6 17 Ne6 or 16 ... Nf6 

17 Qd2 etc. In the King’s 
Indian Defence actions usually 
develop simultaneously on dif¬ 
ferent wings. It is not feasible to 
block the position on one side 
and wait for the opponent’s 
attack on the other flank. 
Therefore, 7 ... c6 is a natural 
reply. 

8 Bd3 
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For a long time White had 
tried to refute Black’s defence 
by direct attack but then it 
dawned that he could castle on 
the K-side. It was not a great 
discovery, but in chess only a 
little novelty is needed to con¬ 
fuse the opponent and win the 
game. 

8 ... cxd5 

Spassky-Timman, Amster¬ 
dam 1973, brought the novelty 
— 8 ... b5 which has not been 
refuted, but either 9 cxb5 or the 
quiet 9 Nge2 preserves some 
advantage. The text is logical. 

9 cxd5 Nh5 

It is to be concluded from the 
course of the game that h5 is a 
dubious posting for the knight. 
Tournament practice gives 
preference to 9 ... Ne8 10 Qd2 
(otherwise 10 ... Bh6) ... f5 


11 exf5 (otherwise 11 ... f4) ... 
gxf5 12 Nge2 Nd7 13 0-0 

Ndf6. Polugayevsky’s analysis 
of 9 ... a6 gives 10 Nge2 Nbd7 
11 0-0 Nh5 12 Qbl b5 13 b4 
Nb6 14 a4 with advantage to 
White. 

10 Nge2 f5 

11 exf5 gxf5 

12 0-0 Kh8 

13 f4 

Too early and without the 
desired effect. In a later game 
between Furman and Gligoric, 
Bad Lauterberg 1977, after 
13 Rcl Nd7 14 Khl Ndf6 
15 Qb3 Black was under 
pressure to find an active plan, 
but with 15 ... e4 16 Bbl exf3 
17 gxf3 he did not succeed. 

13 ... Nd7 

14 Rcl a6 

15 Bbl exf4 

Naturally, 15 ... e4 would be 
bad: Black needs e5 for his 
knight. 

16 Nxf4 Nxf4 

17 Bxf4 Ne5 

Black is rid of his knight on 
h5 and has established the other 
one in a dominant position but, 
as Encyclopaedia of Chess 
Openings states, White stands 
slightly better. 

18 Khl Bd7 

19 b3 Rc8 
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There’s nothing to be done on 
the “c” file, so it was better to 
prepare ... Rae8 by 19 ... Qb6 
as proposed by Polugayevsky. 


20 Ne2 



White would like to have the 
knight at h5 and makes the first 
step of the journey. 

20 ... Rxcl 

21 Bxcl Qb6 

22 h3 Ng6 

23 Ng3 

It is apparent now that the 
hasty 20 ... Rxcl has exposed 
the "f” pawn. On 23 ... f4 
24 Nh5 wins the pawn. Geller 
cannot hold the pawn and his 
position deteriorates rapidly. 

23 ... Bb5 

24 Rxf5 Rxf5 

24 ... Re8 was better. 

25 Nxf5 Be5 

26 Be3 Qc7 


27 Bd4 Bd7 

28 Ne3 Qa5 

The result of time trouble. 


29 

Nc4 

Qc7 

30 

Bxg6 

hxg6 

31 

Bxe5 + 

dxc5 

32 

Qe2 

Qc5 

33 

Qxe5 + 

Kh7 

34 

d6 

Qc6 

35 

Kh2. 


Black resigned. 



Ill 


PETROSIAN-GLIGORIC 
San Antonio 1972 


1 c4 


2 e4 

Bg7 

3 d4 

d6 

4 Nc3 

Nf6 

5 f3 

c6 

6 Be3 

7 Bd3 

a6 
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White gives up the idea of 
attacking on the K-side and 
develops his pieces. At the same 
time he is ready to punish an 
immediate 7 ... b5 by 8 e5 dxe5 
9 dxe5 Nfd7 10 f4 Nb6 11 b3 
or 9 ... Ng8 10 f4 Nh6 11 Nf3 
Bf5 12 Be2 with advantage to 
White in both cases. The latter 
was Portisch-Kavalek, Beverwijk 
1975. 

7 ... 0-0 

8 Qd2 

The usual move order is 

8 Nge2 b5 when 9 e5 is met by 

9 ... Nfd7 10 f4 Nb6 11 c5 

Nc4. On 9 b3 theory gives 
9 ... Nbd7 10 0-0 e5 11 d5 

cxd5 followed by ... Nh5 

and ... f5. 9 ... e5 in this line 
led after the instructive 10 d5 
cxd5 11 cxd5 Nbd2 12 Rcl Ne8 
13 0-0 f5 14 exf5 gxf5 15 g4 to 
White’s superiority. 

8 ... b5 

9 Rcl Nbd7 

10 Nge2 

Taking on b5 at any stage 
should be discounted despite the 
fact that it was applied in many 
routine games. Petrosian’s play 
is quiet but not easy for Black to 
meet. For example, after 
10 ... bxc4 11 Bxc4 Nb6 
12 Bb3 a5, which seems attrac¬ 
tive at first sight, White con¬ 


tinues 13 Na4 stopping the 
pawn and preventing ... Ba6. 
Black is saddled with a 
backward pawn on c6 and has 
the worse of it. 

10 ... e5 

11 d5 b4 

An unusually instructive 
mistake, so typical of the King’s 
Indian. Instead of 11 ... bxc4 
12 Bxc4 c5 when 13 g4 can be 
met by the standard 13 ... h5 
14 h3 Nh7, Gligoric wrongly 
closes the position on the 
Q-wing and very soon has to 
face the consequences. 

12 Ndl c5 

13 g4 h5 

14 Nf2 

This makes a big difference. 
h3 is no longer necessary and 
White’s king-side action flows 
easily. 

14 ... hxg4 

15 fxg4 Nh7 

16 h4 f5 

The position is lost for the 
simple reason that Black is left 
without any meaningful 
counter-play. His attempt at 
active play rebounds as usual. 

17 gxf5 gxf5 

18 exf5 e4 

19 Bxe4 Ne5 

20 Ng3 Nf6 

21 0-0 
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Since 21 ... Nxe4 22 Nfxe4 
Qxh4 23 Bg5 also loses, this 
was a strong, simple move. 

21 ... Ra7 22 Bg5 Qb6 23 b3 
Raf7 24 Qe2 Qc7 25 Bbl Nh7 
26 Kg2 Nd7 27 Ng4 Ndf6 28 
Reel Nxg4 29 Qxg4 Kh8 30 
Re6 Bxe6 31 dxe6 Nf6 32 Qf3 
Re7 33 Nh5 Kg8 34 Nf4 Rb8 
35 Nd5. Black resigned. 

SPASSKY-EVANS 


Olympiad 1962 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 

g6 

3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 e4 

d6 

5 f3 

c6 

6 Be3 

a6 


One of the reactions to 
White’s K-wing attack was this 
early preparation of Q-side 
counter-action. It is a logical 
plan and it is better to carry it 
out before castling. For the time 
being Black’s king is safe in the 
centre and the extra tempo 
spared adds to the flexibility of 
Black’s development. 

7 Qd2 

(see folio wing diagram) 

Black’s plans can be thwarted 
by 7 a4 but it allows 7 ... a5 
8 Bd3 Na6 9 Nge2 e5. More 
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logical would be Bronstein’s 

7 c5 where 7 ... dxc5 8 dxc5 
0-0 9 Qxd8 Rxd8 10 Na4 Nbd7 

11 0-0-0 leads to trouble. Bet¬ 
ter is 7 ... b5 8 cxd6 (not 

8 cxb6 Nbd7) ... exd6 9 Bd3 
0-0 10 Nge2 Nbd7 11 0-0 Re8 

12 Qd2 Bb7 13 Radi although 
White’s position is preferable. 

7 ... b5 

7 ... 0-0 8 h4 would be 

highly dangerous. For example 
8 ... b5 9 h5 Nbd7 10 Bh6 with 
a mighty attack. Now 8 Bh6 
Bxh6 followed by ... Qa5 is in¬ 
nocuous. 

8 0-0-0 bxc4 

8 ... 0-0 9 Bh6 Bxh6 

(9 ... Qa5 was necessary) 
10 Qxh6 Qa5 11 e5 dxe5 
12 dxe5 Nfd7 13 h4 gave White 
a strong attack in Portisch- 
Gheorghiu, Wijk aan Zee 1968. 


Castling should be delayed 
because White has other means 
at his disposal, such as starting 
a pawn attack, or first playing 
Kbl in order to have Nd5 as a 
reply to ... Qa5. 

The text is also inferior and 
later practice confirmed that 
8 ... Qa5 was best. Then 9 e5 is 
met by b4, while 9 Kbl Nbd7 
10 g4 Rb8 11 h4 Nb6 12 c5 b4 
or 10 Bh6 Bxh6 11 Qxh6 Rb8 
keeps the balance. 

9 Bxc4 0-0 

Having captured on c4, Black 
should have continued 9 ... d5. 
The text supplies White with a 
clear-cut plan. 

10 h4 d5 

11 Bb3 dxe4 

12 h5 

Perhaps Evans expected 
12 fxe4, but Spassky knows 
that in such positions material 
does not count. With his own 
king secure the opening of the 
“h” file and strong bishops 

guarantee a devastating attack. 
For example, 12 ... Nxh5 13 g4 
Nf6 14 Qh2 exf3 15 Ne4 Nbd7 
16 g5 Nh5 17 Ng3. 

12 ... exf3 

13 hxg6 hxg6 

(see following diagram) 

14 Bh6 fxg2 

15 Rh4 Ng4 
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16 Bxg7 Kxg7 

17 Qxg2 

White’s pawn sacrifices have 
opened files in his favour while 
the Black Q-side is still sleeping. 

17 ... Nh6 

17... f5 18 Nh3 Rh8 

19 Rxh8 Qxh8 20 Rhl was not 
better. 

18 Nf3 Nf5 

19 Rh2 

Black cannot oppose on the 
“h” file as 19 ... Rh8 is met by 

20 Rdhl Rxh2 21 Qxh2 etc. 

19 ... Qd6 

20 Ne5 Nd7 

20 ... Nxd4 loses to 21 Qg5. 

21 Ne4 Qc7 

22 Rdhl Rg8 

23 Rh7 + Kf8 

24 Rxf7 + Ke8 
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25 Qxg6 Nxe5 

26 Rf8 +. 

Black resigned. 


POLUGAYEVSKY-CUFELD 
USSR 1972 


1 

c4 

Nf6 

2 

Nc3 

g6 

3 

e4 

d6 

4 

d4 

Bg7 

5 

f3 

0-0 

6 

Be3 

b6 
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One of the modern continu¬ 
ations. Granmaster Stein liked 
to play it. Black prepares ... c5 
followed by ... Nc6. The plan 
practically thwarts White’s 
castling long accompanied by 
the pawn attack on the K-side, 
because Black’s counter-action 
would be too quick. 

7 Bd3 


Bronstein’s move which 
caught Lutikov, USSR Cham¬ 
pionship 1959, in a famous 
trap: 7 ... c5 8 e5 Ne8 9 Be4. 
Other lines such as 7 Qd2 c5 
8 Nge2 Nc6 9 Rdl e5 or 9 d5 
Ne5 10 Ng3 e6 and 7 Qd2 c5 
8 d5 Re8 9 Bd3 Nbd7 and ... 
Ne5 are all rather innocuous. 

7 ... a6 

Played with the idea of mak¬ 
ing room for the rook if attacked 
by Be4 as in the above game 
Bronstein-Lutikov. Numerous 
games in this variation 
demonstrated that Black is 
faced with difficulties and 
nowadays it has lost its earlier 
reputation and has been re¬ 
placed by 7 ... Bb7. But it is 
clear at a glance that there is 
something unnatural about this 
fianchetto and 8 Nge2 c5 9 d5 
e6 10 0-0 (10 Bg5 exd5 

11 exd5 Nbd7 12 b3 a6 13 a4 
h6 14 Bh4 Re8 is somewhat 
passive for Black too) ... exd5 
11 cxd5 Nbd7 12 Rbl Ne5 
13 b4 Nfd7 14 bxc5 Nxc5 
15 Bc2 is advantageous to 
White. 

8 Nge2 c5 

On 8 ... Nfd7 9 f4 is good. 

9 e5 Ne8 

This sharp line was intro¬ 
duced in the famous game 


Polugayevsky-Stein, USSR 
Championship 1961. After 

9 ... Nfd7 10 exd6 (or 10 Be4 
Ra7 11 dxc5 Nxc5 12 exd6 
Rd7) ... exd6 11 0-0 (11 Qd2 
Nc6 12 Be4 Bb7 13 0-0-0 as in 
Hort-Gligoric, Amsterdam 
1970, is also superior for 

White) ...Nc6 12 Bc2 Bb7 

13 Qd2 Nf6 14 Radi 
Polugayevsky had the better of 
it. Gufeld’s move was a new 
attempt. 

10 exd6 Nxd6 

10 ... exd6 is as passive as in 
Polugayevsky-Stein. Black 
bases the pawn sacrifice on tac¬ 
tical counter-play. 

11 dxc5 bxc5 

12 Bxc5 

In this game Black’s counter- 
play compensates for the 
sacrificed pawn and later tour¬ 
nament practice preferred the 
simple 12 0-0 Nd7 13 b3 when 
White’s sounder pawn structure 
tells in his favour. 

12 ... Nd7 

13 Bf2 Ne5 

14 b3 

On 14 c5 Gufeld would have 
continued 14 ... Nxd3 followed 
by ... Bf5. 

14 ... Nb5 

The hidden point. 


15 Be4 Nxc3 

16 Nxc3 Bf5 
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Very well played indeed. 
16 ... Nd3 + 17 Qxd3 Qxd3 

18 Bxd3 Bxc3 + 19 Ke2 Bxal 
20 Be4 and 21 Rxal is 
favourable for White. 

17 Ke2 

Gufeld recommended 17 0-0 
and 18 Bel. 


17 

... 

Qa5 

18 

Bxf5 

gxf5 

19 

Nd5 

e6 

20 

Bh6 

Qa3 

21 

Ne3 

Nc6 


It is evident the balance has 
turned in Black’s favour. 

22 Rbl Rfd8 

A very unpleasant move. 
After 23 Bxd8 the square d4 is 
not defended and 23 ... Rxd8 
24 Qel Qxa2+ 25 Kfl Bc3 
26 Qcl Rd2 is crushing. 
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23 Qcl Qxa2 + 

24 Qc2 Qa3 

25 Rhdl Rxdl 

26 Qxdl Qb4 

27 c5 Ne5 

The diagonal fl-a6 becomes 
attractive now. 

28 Kf2 Qb5 

29 Qe2 Nd7 

This wins a pawn. Gufeld 
suggested another way of doing 
it: 29 ... Nd3 + 30 Kfl Bd4. 

30 Qxb5 axb5 31 Rdl Nxb6 
32 cxb6 Rb8 33 b7 Rxb7 34 
Rd8 + Bf8 35 Ke2 Kg7 36 Nc2 
Be7 37 Rc8 b4 38 Rc4 Kf6 39 
f4 H5 40 g3 Bd6 41 Rc6 Ke7 42 
Rc4 Kd7 43 Ke3 Rb8 44 Nd4 f6 
45 Kf3 Rb6 46 H3 Be7 47 g4 
hxg4 + 48 hxg4 fxg4+ 49 

Kxg4 f5 4- 50 Kh5 Ra6 51 Nc2 
Rb6 52 Nd4 Bd6 53 Kg5 Ra6 
54 Nb5 Be7+ 55 Kg6 Rc6 56 
Rd4 + Ke8 57 Rdl Rc2 58 
Nd6 + Kf8 59 Nf7 Rg2 + 60 
Ng5 Bxg5 61 fxg5 Ke7 62 Rd3 

(see following diagram) 

62 ... Rf2 63 Rd4 e5 64 Rxb4 
e4 65 Rb5 Ke6 66 Rb6 + Ke5 
67 Rb5+ Ke6 68 Rb6 + Ke7 69 
Rb5 Kd6 70 Kf6 e3 71 g6 

(or 71 Re5 f4) 



71 ... Rg2 72 Rb6 + Kd5 
73 Rb5 + Kd4 74 Rb4 + Kd3 
75 Kxf5 e2 76 Re4 Rg5 + 
77 Kxg5 Kxe4 78 g7 elQ 
79 g8Q Qgl +. White resigned, 

A memorable rook ending. 

ROMANISHIN- 

CSESHKOVSKY 


Vilnius 1975 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 

g 6 

3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 c4 

d6 

5 f3 

0-0 

6 Be3 

Nc6 


(see folio wing diagram) 

The most modern approach. 
The knight is flexibly posted. It 
can spring to a5 or e5, it sup¬ 
ports ... e5 and can often move 



to d4, even at the cost of a 
pawn. At the same time it 
vacates the square b8 for the 
rook to support the Q-side 
action a6-b5. It is necessary to 
add that the order of moves is 
important here and that 6 ... a6 

7 Bd3 Nc6, as played in 
Botvinnik-Smyslov, Match 
1958, proved dubious after 

8 Nge2 Rb8 9 a3 Nd7 10 Bbl 
Na5 11 Ba2 b5 12 cxb5 axb5 
13 b4 Nc4 14 Bxc4 with advan¬ 
tage to White. The point is that 
by playing ... Nc6 first Black 
prevents 7 Bd3 which would be 
met by 7 ... e5 8 d5 Nd4. 

7 Nge2 

White reacts with either a 
direct K-side attack or prep¬ 
arations for an action on the 
Q-side. The former can be 
started immediately by 7 Qd2 


a6 8 0-0-0 Rb8 9 h4 (9 Bh6 
should be met by 9 ... Bxh6 
10 Qxh6 e5 11 Nge2 b5 or 

9 ... e5 10 Nge2 b5) ... e5 

10 d5 Nd4 11 Nge2, but as 
Averbach-Bogdanovic, Titove 
Uzice 1966, proved 11 ... c5 
12 dxc6 bxc6 13 Nxd4 exd4 
14 Bxd4 Be6 gave Black good 
counter-play. Later analysis 
demonstrated that after 15 h5 
c5 16 Bf2 Nxh5 17 g4 Nf6 
18 Qxd6 Bogdanovic could 
reply 18 ... Nd7 with excellent 
play. 

7 ... a6 

8 Qd2 

Stepak-Jansa, Tel Aviv 1964, 
explored another line, 8 a3, 
which introduced a pawn 
advance on the Q-wing. Jansa 
replied 8 ... Bd7 9 b4 Qb8 
10 Qd2 Re8 waiting for his 
opponent to commit himself. 
Although Black is cramped it is 
not obvious how White can take 
advantage of his spatial control. 
9 ... Re8 10 g3 b5 11 cxb5 
axb5 12 Bg2 e5 13 d5 Ne7 
14 0-0 c6 was also quite good 
in Spassky-Nezhmetdinov, Baku 
1962. 

In the event of 8 Ncl Black 
immediately strikes in the centre 
— 8 ... e5 9 d5 Nd4. In one of 
the games of his 1968 match 
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against Korchnoi, Spassky 
played 10 Nb3 Nxb3 11 Qxb3 
(if 11 axb3 then 11 ... Nh5 
followed by ... f5) ... c5 

12 dxc6 bxc6 33 0-0-0 Be6 

14 Qa3 Ne8 15 h4 f6 16 c5 and 
achieved a decisive advantage. 
However, 13 ... Qe7 would 
have kept the balance. 

8 ... Rb8 

9 h4 

In the semi-finals of the 1973 
Soviet Championship Bagirov 
played against Gufeld 9 Bh6 b5 
(Geller recommends 9 ... Bxh6 
followed by ... e5) 10 h4 e5 
11 Bxg7 Kxg7 12 h5 Kh8 

13 Nd5 bxc4 14 hxg6 fxg6 

15 Qh6 when 15 ... Nh5 16 g4 
Rxb2 17 gxh5 g5 led to 
extremely sharp play with 
unclear consequences. 

9 ... 1)5 

9 ... e5 is analysed in the next 
game. Cseshkovsky’s move is 
evidently very risky. 

10 h5 

(see folio wing diagram) 

10 Bh6 would have trans¬ 
posed into Bagirov-Gufeld. 
Romanishin’s move is more 
pleasing. 

10 ... bxe4 

This is doubtful and 10 ... e5 
really seems to be indispensable. 



Here is the consequence of 
the mistake at move 10. Now if 
12 ... Na5 then 12 d5. 

12 ... e6 

13 Bxc4 d5 

14 Bb3 Na5 

15 e5 Ne8 

16 g4 

White’s attack is gathering 
momentum and there is very lit¬ 
tle Black can do about it. 
Romanishin demonstrated 
16 ... Rxb3 17 axb3 Nxb3 
18 Qh2 Rxf4 19 Bxf4 Nxal 
20 Qxh7+ Kf7 21 Ne2 as well 
as 16 ... g5 17 Nh5 Rxb3 
18 Nxg7 Nxg7 19 axb3 Nxb3 
20 Qc2. This explains the 
further course of the game. 

16 ... Nc4 17 Bxc4 dxc4 18 
0-0-0 Qd7 19 Qh2 h6 20 g5 
Rxf4 21 Qxf4 h5 22 d5 Bb7 


23 Qxc4 Qf7 24 f4 exd5 
25 Nxd5 Kh8 26 Rh2 Bc8 
27 Qc5 Bg4 28 Rdd2 Bxe5 
29 Qe7 Qxe7 30 Nxe7 Bd6 
31 Nxg6 + Kg8 32 Ne5 Bxe5 
33 fxe5 Ng7 34 g6 Nf5 35 Bc5 
Re8 36 Rd7 Rxe5 37 Rxc7 
Rel 4- 38 Kc2 Ng7 39 Bd4 Ne8 
40 Ra7 Re6 41 g7 Rc6 + 
42 Kd2 Nf6 43 Ra8 + Black 
resigned after surviving time 
trouble. 

GHEORGHIU-ANDERSSON 


Las Palmas 1972 


1 d4 


2 e4 

Bg7 

3 c4 

d6 

4 Nc3 

Nf6 

5 f3 

a6 

6 Be3 

Nc6 

7 Nge2 

8 Qd2 

Rb8 


A different sequence from the 
previous game. Black has not 
castled in order to accelerate his 
Q-side action. He threatens 
8 ... b5 and if White prevents it 
by 8 Ncl, he is weaker at d4 
and the standard 8 ... e5 9 d5 
Nd4 follows. Platonov- 
Shamkovich, USSR Champion¬ 
ship 1971, went 10 Nle2 c5 
11 dxc6 bxc6 (this makes the 
reason for an early ... Rb8 
apparent). 12 Nxd4 exd4 
13 Bxd4 Rxb2 14 Nb5 Nxe4 


15 Bxb2 Qa5 + 16 Nc3 Bxc3 + 
17 Bxc3 Qxc3 + 18 Ke2 Be6. 
White resigned. 

8 ... 0-0 
9 h4 

9 a4 e5 10 d5 Na5 offers 
nothing. 9 g4 b5 (but not 

9 ... h5 10 gxh5 with 0-0 and 
Ng3 to follow) 10 h4 is met 
by ... h5. White can also try 
again 9 Ncl e5 10 Nb3 when 

10 ... exd4 11 Nxd4 Nxd4 
12 Bxd4 Be6 13 Be2 c6 fol¬ 
lowed by ... b5 equalizes. Also 
equal is 10 d5 Nd4 11 Nle2 c5 
12 dxc6 Nxc6 13 Rdl Be6 or 

11 Nb3 Nxb3 12 axb3 c5 13 g4 
h5 or even 13 ... Ne8 and 
14 ... f5. 


9 ... 

e5 

10 d5 

Na5 

11 Ng3 

12 h5 

c5 

It gives some edge but 

without g4 it 

is tolerable for 

Black who 
12 ... Ne8. 

could reply 

12 ... 

Bd7 

13 Bh6 

Bxh6 

14 Qxh6 

b5 

15 Be2 

Qe7 


If J5 ... Nxc4 then 36 Bxc4 
bxc4 17 0-0-0. 


16 0-0-0 Ne8 

17 f4 
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Otherwise 17 , 

... g5. 

17 ... 

exf4 

18 Qxf4 

Qf6 

19 Rdfl 

Qxf4 

20 Rxf4 

f6 


Andersson is an exceptionally 
strong positional player but he 
misses tactical points. He 
evidently underrated White's 
chances on the open “h” file, 
overlooking two simple tactical 


possibilities. 


21 hxg6 

hxg6 

22 Rfh4 

Kf7 

23 Rh7 + 

Ng7 



24 e5 

24 Nh5 was also possible. 

24 ... dxe5 

25 Nce4 Nb7 

26 Nh5 gxh5 

27 Bxh5 4- Ke7 

27 ... Kg8 loses to 28 Bg6. 


28 Rxg7 + 

Kd8 

29 Bg6 

f5 

30 Rhh7 

Bc8 

31 Ng5. 


Black resigned. 



32 Ne6 + wins. 


PETROS1AN-HORT 
Palma de Mallorca 1969. 


1 c4 


2 Nc3 

Nf6 

3 e4 

d6 

4 d4 

Bg7 

5 f3 

0-0 

6 Be3 

Nc6 

7 Nge2 

Rc8 


At the end of the sixties the 
line with an early ... Re8 came 
into vogue. As ... Re8 is not 
necessary at all in some lines, 
Black should stick to the other 
move order, playing first ... a6 
and then ... Rb8. 


8 Qd2 Rb8 



Against Beliavsky, Moscow 
1981, Kasparov played 8 ... a6 
9 Ncl e5 10 d5 Nd4 11 Nle2 
c5 12 dxc6 Nxc6 13 Nd5 b5 
sacrificing the exchange but 
gaining counter-chances in a 
very sharp duel: 14 Bb6 Qd7 
15 Nc7 Rb8 16 Nxe8 Qxe8 
17 Be3 bxc4 18 Nc3 Be6. 

9 Rdl 

A personal dislike of Black’s 
order of moves is based on the 
fact that at this moment Black is 
not ready against White’s 
K-wing offensive. Playing this 
variation, Black should be 
prepared for ... b5 and ... e5 at 
any moment. Petrosian’s last 
move is less dangerous. 

9 ... a6 

10 Ncl 

There are no more useful 
waiting moves. 

10 ... e5 

11 d5 

In Ghitescu-Marovic, Zagreb 
1970, White chose 11, Nb3 but 
the simple 11 ... exd4 12 Nxd4 
Nxd4 13 Bxd4 c6 followed 
by ... b5 equalized. 

11 dxeS Nxe5 (11 ... dxe5 
12 Qxd8 Rxd8 13 Rxd8 + 
Nxd8 14 Nd5 is advantageous 
to White) 12 Be2 was met by 
the ingenious 12 ... b5 13 cxb5 


axb5 14 Bxb5 (or 14 Nxb5 
Nxf3+ 15 gxf3 Nxe4 16 fxe4 
Qh4+ 17 Bf2 Qxe4, Kavalek) 
... Nxe4 15 fxe4 Rxb5 16 Nxb5 
Nc4, Gheorghiu-Kavalek, 
Amsterdam 1969. 

11 ... Nd4 

12 Nle2 Nxe2 

On 12 ... c5 Gligoric pointed 
out 13 dxc6 bxc6 14 Nxd4 exd4 

15 Bxd4d5 16 cxd5 cxd5 17 e5 
Nd7 18 f4 f6 19 e6 with a clear 
advantage. However, Black 
does not have to play 17 ... Nd7 
and can choose the much 
stronger 17 ... Nh5 with an 
approximately equal game. 
Here it becomes obvious why 
Black’s rooks have occupied b8 
and e8. 

13 Bxe2 Nh5 

14 0-0 f5 

15 c5 Nf4 

Gligoric proposed 15 ... f4 

16 Bf2 Bf6 remarking that 

17 Qel (or perhaps 18 Qel 
after 17 cxd6 cxd6) preserves 
White’s usual advantage. Petro¬ 
sian recommended 16 ... Qf6 
with some advantage for White. 
The text is certainly weaker 
because the knight serves no 
purpose on f4. 

16 Bc4 b5 

Weakening. 
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17 cxb6 cxb6 

18 a4 Qd7 


19 Ral 

This prevents 19 ... b5 after 
which the rook would reach the 
seventh rank winning a pawn. 

19 ... Qb7 

20 Rfel Bd7 

21 Bfl Nh5 

22 Ra3 

23 Rb3 would be unpleasant. 

22 ... f4 

23 Bf2 Bf6 

24 Na2 
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Fine positional play. White 
intends to play Nb4 provoking a 
further weakening. 

24 ... Rec8 

25 Nb4 a5 


On 25 ... Ra8 Petrosian 
would have continued 26 Rcl. 

26 Ba6 Qa7 27 Bxc8 axb4 28 
Bxd7 bxa3 29 Bc6 axb2 30 
Qxb2 Bd8 31 Rbl Qa5 32 Qc2 
Rc8 33 Rb5 Qa6 34 Qb3 g5 35 
Qb4 Bc7 36 Qc4 


Gligoric proposed 36 g4 as a 
quicker win. 


36 ... 

Bd8 

37 Qb4 

Bc7 

38 Qb3 

39 Qbl 

Bd8 

39 g4 fxg3 

40 hxg3 Nf6 

a5 wins much 

more easily. 

39 ... 

Qxa4 

40 Rxb6 

Qc4 

41 Rb4 

Qc3 

42 Rb3 

Qd2 

43 Rh2 

44 Kh l 

Qc3 

Now that the 

king is safe, 


Rb8 will force a win. 

44 ... Nf6 45 Rb8 Rxb8 
46 Qxb8 Qa5 47 Qxd6 Bc7 
48 Qe6+ Kg7 49 Qe7+ Kg8 
50 h4 Qd2 51 Qxf6 Qxf2 
52 Qxg5+ Kf7 53 Qf5+ Kg7 
54 Qd7 + Kf5 55 Qe6+ Kg7 
56 Qe7 + Kg9 57 Qg5+ Kf7 
58 Kh2 h5 59 Qxh5+ Ke7 
60 Qe8 + . Black resigned. 


P 


j 


4 

The Fianchetto Variation 


1 (J4 

Nf6 

2 c4 

g6 

3 g3 

Bg7 

4 Bg2 




White’s fianchetto existed as 
an idea for a long time, but 
most of the systems grouped 
under this name were developed 
after the Second World War. Of 
all the King’s Indian formation 
these are the most complex and 
varied. 

The fianchetto strengthens 
White’s king position and 
simultaneously exerts strong 


pressure on the centre. Defend¬ 
ing e4 and d5, it often makes 
possible the central pawn 
thrust. Also, it enables White to 
keep the tension in the centre, 
which in principle makes 
Black’s life harder. 

Black reacts by carrying 
out ... e5, ... c5 or in some 
cases ... b5. As in the Classical 
variation the position of his 
queen’s knight is characteristic 
for different variations: in older 
lines it is at d7, while in modern 
continuations it is developed at 
c6. Sometimes, when the centre 
is blocked, it is moved to c7 via 
a6. 

White’s and Black’s fields of 
action are not so clear-cut and 
they both fight in the centre and 
on the Q-side, while actions on 
the K-wing are rarer. 

The lines analysed are: 

I. 4 ... 0-0 5 Nf3 d6 
6 0-0 Nbd7 7 Qc2 in 
Donner~Euwe, p. 131; 
Donner-Szabo, p. 132; 

6 Nc3 Nbd7 7 0-0 e5 
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8 e4 Re8 9 Be3 in 
Botvinnik-Boleslavsky, 
p. 134; 8 e4c6 9 Be3 
in Botvinnik-Smyslov, 
p. 136; 8 e4 c6 9 Rbl in 
Donner-Fischer, p. 138; 

8 e4 c6 9 b3 in Zita- v 
Bronstein, p. 139; 8 e4 
exd4 9 Nxd4 Re8 

10 Rel in Larsen-Stein, 
p. 141; 8 e4 exd4 

9 Nxd4 NcS 10 f3 in 
Kotov-Geller, p. 143; 

8 e4 c6 9 h3 aS 

10 Be3 exd4 11 Nxd4 
Re8 12 Qc2 NcS 

13 Radi Nfd7 14 Nb3 
in Botvinnik-Smyslov, 
p. 145; 8 ... Re8 

9 h3 exd4 10 Nxd4 NcS 

11 Rel aS 12 Rbl in 
Ribli-Planinc, p. 147; 

12 Qc2 c6 13 Be3 a4 

14 Radi Nfd7 in 
Diesen-Browne, p. 148; 
Smejkal-Planinc, 

p. 151.9 h3 Qb6 in 
Botvinnik-Tal, p. 152; 
Reshevsky-Lombardy, 
p. 155; Marovic- 
Enklaar, p. 156; 
Marovic-Tatai, p. 157; 
Osnos-Nikitin, p. 159; 

9 h3 QaS in Smejakl- 
Minic, p. 160; 
Polugayevsky- 
Uhimann, p. 163; 
Marovic-Bajec, p. 165. 


II. 5 Nf3 d6 6 0-0 c6 
7 Nc3 QaS in Ivkov- 
Kavalek, p. 166; 
Portisch-Torre, p. 168; 

6 ... c6 7 Nc3 a6 in 
Korchnoi-Diez del 
Corral, p. 169. 

III. 6 0-0 cS 7 dxcS in 
Najdorf-Bolesiavsky, 
p. 171; (5... c5 7 Nc3 
Nc6 8 dxcS in Spassky- 
Tal, p. 173; 6 ... c5 

7 0-0 Nc6 8 dS in 
Pachman-Gligoric, 
p. 175; Geller- 
Langeweg, p. 178; 
Geller-Velimirovic, 

p. 179; Csom-Ghitescu, 
p. 181; Portisch-Van 
den Sterren, p. 183; 
Spassky-Ivkov, p. 184. 

IV. 4 ... cS 5 dS d6 6 Nc3 
0-0 7 Nf3 Na6 in 
Petrosian-Gligoric, 

p. 186; Korchnoi- 
Gligoric, p. 188; 
Marovic-Kaplan, 
p. 190; 6 Nf3 0-0 
7 Nc3 e6 8 dxe6 Bxe6 in 
Vaganian-Velimirovic, 
p. 192; 4 ... 0-0 5 NJ3 
d6 6 Nc3 Nc6 7 0-0 eS 
in Korchnoi-Fischer, 
p. 194; Ivkov-Ujtumen, 
p. 196; Geller- 
Uhlmann, p. 198; 
Marovic-Stupica, 
p. 200; 7 0-0 a6 8 h3 


Rb8 in Korchoni-Lee, 
p. 202; Stein-Ribli, 
p. 205; 7 0-0 BfS in 
Portisch-Tal p. 207; 
Geller-Westerinen, 
p. 208; 7 0-0 Bg4 in 
Liebert-Tal, p. 210; 
Marovic-Westerinen, 

p. 212. 

I 

DONNER-EUWE 
Match 1955/56 


1 Nf3 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 

3 g3 Bg7 

4 Bg2 0-0 

5 d4 d6 

6 0-0 Nbd7 

7 Qc2 
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Vacating the square dl for 
the rook. After 7 Nc3 e5 8 Qc2 
is not so good owing to the 


energetic answer 8 ... exd4 

9 Nxd4 Nb6. Now 10 b3 allows 
Black very strong counter-play: 

10 ... c5 11 Ndb5 a6 12 Na3 
BfS 13 Qdl d5 14 cxd5 Nfxd5 
15 Nxd5 Nxd5 16 Bxd5 Bxal 
17 Bxb7 Bh3 (Euwe). In his 
game against Lehmann, 
Palmade Mallorca 1966, Tal 
improved on the earlier 
experience and played 10 Rdl 
Nxc4 11 Ncb5 a6 12 Qxc4 axb5 

13 Nxb5 which after 13 ... Ne8 

14 Nc3 led Black into dif¬ 
ficulties. Later analysis showed 
that 13 ... Bd7 14 a4 (or 

14 Bxb7 Rb8 15 Bc6 d5) ... d5 

15 Qb3 c6 gives equal chances. 

7 ... e5 

8 Rdl Re8 

9 Nc3 c6 

10 e4 Qc7 

10 ... a6 11 h3 b5 12 c5 is 
somewhat better for White as 
well as 12 dxe5 dxe5 13 c5, but 

10 ... Qe7 is generally accepted 
as the best choice. On 11 dxe5 
the game Minic-Kovacevic in a 
Yugoslav Team Championship 
went: 11 ... dxe5 12 h3 Nf8 
13 Be3 Nh5 14 Rd2 f5 and 
Black seized the initiative. 

11 h3 exd4 12 Nxd4 Nc5 forces 
White to think about his “e” 
pawn and 13 Rel allows 
13 ... Ng4 14 Nb3 Ne5 with an 
excellent game, while 14 f3 a5 
does not cause Black any special 
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problems. The same can be said 
of 11 b3 a5 12 Bb2 exd4 

13 Nxd4 Nc5 14 f3 Qc7 fol¬ 
lowed by ... Qb6. This move 
order is more precise than 

11 ... exd4 12 Nxd4 Ne5 13 f3 
a5 when 14 Be3 gives advantage 
to White. 

11 h3 

Geller in his King's Indian 
Defence: g3 System and 

Encyclopaedia of Chess Open¬ 
ings recommend 11 b3 where 
the standard 11 ... a5 fails to 

12 Ba3 exd4 13 Rxd4 Nc5 

14 Radi and after 11 ... b5, 
again 12 Ba3 gives advantage: 
12 ... exd4 13 Nxd4 bxc4 
14 Na4 or 12 ... bxc4 13 bxc4 
exd4 14 Rxd4. It is strange, 
however, that both books con¬ 
sider the text move as inferior. 

11 ... b5 

Resourceful but dubious. 

12 c5 dxc5 

13 dxe5 Nxe5 

14 Nxe5 Qxe5 

15 f4 

Appearances are confusing. 
It seems that this “natural” 
move crushes Black, yet the 
opposite is true. But 15 Bf4 
would be much more difficult to 
meet. Encyclopaedia of Chess 
Openings gives 15 ... Qh5 
16 g4 Bxg4 with unclear conse¬ 


quences. Correct is 16 e5 with a 
clear advantage. 

15 ... Qh5 

16 e5 
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16 ... Rxh3 


Necessary but stronger than 
White imagined. 

17 exfti 

To 17 Bxc6 Euwe would have 
replied 17 ... b4 18 Bxa8 bxc3. 

17 ... Bxf6 

18 Ne4 Rxe4 

19 Bxe4 Re8 

20 Be3 Bf5 

Although a whole rook up, 
White has no defence. 

21 Qxc5 Rxe4 

22 Rd2 Qf3. 

White resigned. 

DONNER-SZABO 
Mar del Plata 1955 

1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 
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3 g3 

Bg7 

4 Bg2 

0-0 

5 Nf3 

d6 

6 0-0 

7 Qc2 

Nbd7 

Rather rarely 
days. 

played nowa- 

7 ... 

e5 

8 Rdl 

Re8 

9 Nc3 

10 b3 

c6 

This is somewhat inferior and 

allows Black to 

' seize the in- 

itiative. 10 e4 

was in order 

transposing into Donner~Euwe. 

10 ... 

11 Ng5 

e4 

11 Nd2 d5 

12 cxd5 cxd5 

13 Nb5 is met 

by 13 ... Re6 

14 Qc7 Qe8 

15 Nd6 Qf8 

16 Ba3 Ne8 or. 

, according to 

Bolesiavsky, 

15 Ba3 Rc6 

16 Racl Rxc7 

17 Nxc7 Qd8 

18 Nxa8 Ne8 

19 Be7 Qxe7 

20 Rxc8 Nf8 
22 Rdcl Bf8. 

21 e3 Ne6 

11 ... 

e3 

(seefollowing diagram) 

11 ... d5 now fails to 12 cxd5 
cxd5 13 Nb5 and there is no 
saving ... Re6, but the text is a 
correct pawn sacrifice. 

12 fxe3 


12 Bxe3 is 

refuted by 

12 ... Rxe3 followed by ... Ng4. 

12 ... 

Nf8 
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Instead of this good, quiet 
move it must have been tempt¬ 
ing to play 12 ... Ng4 13 e4 Bh6 


but 14 Bf3 refutes it. 

13 e4 

Qe7 

14 e3 

Bh6 

15 Nf3 

Nxe4 

16 Nxe4 

Qxe4 

17 Qxe4 

Rxe4 


The exchanges are possible 
since 18 Ne5 fails to 18 ... 
Bxe3 + 19 Kfl Bxd4. 

18 Ng5 Re7 

After fine play in the opening 
Szabo commits an error. It is 
soon evident that the rook 
should have gone back to e8. 

19 Ne4 Bh3 

Interesting but not good 
enough. If the rook were on e8 
Black could have played simply 
19 ... Rd8 with equal play. 

20 Nxd6 Bxg2 

21 Kxg2 Bxe3 
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22 Rel Re6 

23 Bxe3 Rxd6 

The consequence is an in¬ 

ferior ending for Black. The 
bishop is stronger than the 
knight and the Q-side pawn 

majority is another positive 
element. 


24 Radi 

Rad8 

25 Rd2 

a6 

26 Redl 

Ne6 

27 g4 

f6 

28 h4 

Kf7 

29 Kf3 

h5 

30 gxh5 

31 d5 

gxh5 


Black has defended poorly 
and it is evident his difficulties 
have increased. 

31 ... cxd5 32 Rxd5 Rxd5 33 
cxd5 Nf8 34 Bf2 Ng6 35 Bg3 f5 
36 Ke3 f4 + 37 Bxf4 Re8+ 38 
Kd4 Nxh4 39 Kc5 Ng2 40 Bc7 
Ke7 41 Kb6 Ne3 42 Rd3 Kd7 
43 Bf4 Nf5 44 Kxb7 Re4 45 
Be7 Rb4 + 46 Bb6 h4 47 Kxa6 
Rg4 and Black resigned. 

BOTVINNIK-BOLESLAVSKY 
USSR Championship 1952 


1 

d4 

Nf6 

2 

c4 

g6 

3 

g3 

Bg7 

4 

Bg2 

0-0 

5 

Nc3 

d6 


6 Nf3 Nbd7 

7 0-0 e5 

8 e4 Re8 

Increasing pressure on the 
“e” file before exchanging on 
d4 invites White to block the 
centre. The advantage of such a 
step lies in the position of the 
black rook which has no pur¬ 
pose on e8, but on the other 
hand, given the blocked nature 
of the position, it is very dif¬ 
ficult to extract anything con¬ 
crete from Black’s loss of time 
9 d5 Nc5 10 Nel a5 11 h3 Rf8 
12 Be3 Ne8 13 Nd3 b6 14 Qd2 
f5 15 exf5 gxf5 16 f4 in 
Botvinnik-Boleslavsky, USSR 
Championship 1940, was in 
White’s favour but analysts 
found a simple remedy in 
11 ... Nh5 giving Black the 
means to meet the later f4 
with ... exf4. 


9 Be3 
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9 h3 transposes into other 
lines. 

9 ... Ng4 

Black should not try to 
transpose into the ... exd4 
variation. Botvinnik-Lilienthal, 
USSR Absolute Championship 
1941, went: 9 ... exd4 10 Nxd4 
Ne5 (after 10 ... Nc5 11 f3 
placing the rook on e8 has been 
a loss of time) 11 b3 Nfg4 
12 Bf4 Nc6 13 Nde2 f5 14 h3 
Nf6 15 exf5 Bxf5 and here 
Botvinnik recommended g4 
with advantage to White. 

10 Bg5 f6 

11 Bel 

11 Bd2 is also good. 

11 ... e\d4 

Black should not surrender 
the centre, but his decision is 
easy to understand, since 11 ... 
Nh6 12 h3 Nf7 13 Be3 Nf8 

14 Qd2 c6 15 Radi Qc7 16 b4 
is rather passive. 

12 Nxd4 Nc5 

13 b4 Ne6 

(seefollowing diagram) 

14 Nf5 

Now Black is facing an 
unpleasant choice: taking on f5 
cannot be good, but 14 ... Ne5 

15 Nxg7 Nxg7 16 Qe2 Be6 
17 Nd5 seems even worse. 



14 

... 

gxf5 

15 

exf5 

Ne5 

16 

17 

fxe6 

Bxb7 

Bxe6 


If 17 ... Bxc4 or 17 ... Rb8 
White intended 18 Bd5, but 
Boleslavsky finds a shrewd 
reply. 

17 ... Kh8 

18 Bd5 Bg4 

Exchanging bishops is out of 
the question for obvious 
reasons and Black has done well 
to avoid simplification. Still 
after the natural 19 Qc2 
White’s advantage is not in 
doubt. 

19 Qa4 f5 

20 Qc2 Qf6 

White’s loss of time costs him 
dearly: Black has created 

counter-chances. 
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21 Bg5 Qxg5 

22 f4 Qh6 

23 fxe5 Qe3 + 

23 ... Rab8 was quite good. 


38 Qxc6 

Rxc6 

39 Rxa7 

Rel + 

40 Kg2 

Rc2 + 

41 Kf3 

Rxh2. 


Drawn. 


24 Khl Bxe5 

25 Bxa8 R\a8 

Or25 ... Bxc3andif26 Racl 


then 26 ... Bd2. 


26 Qg2 

c6 

27 Ndl 

Qh6 

28 Nf2 

Be2 

29 Rael 

Bxfl 

30 Rxfl 

31 Nh3 

Rg8 

The manoeuvre Ndl-f2 could 

have finished 

with stronger 

effect if White, as proposed by 
Levenfish, had played 31 Nd3 
when 31 ... Bxg3 32 Qb2 + 
Rg7 33 Rxf5 Kg8 34 Qe2 Re7 
35 Qg4 + Rg7 36 Qh5 leads in¬ 
to a superior ending. 

31 ... 

Rg4 

32 b5 

Rxc4 

33 bxc6 

Qe3 

34 Rxt'5 

35 Qf3 

Qc5 

If 35 c7 then 35 ... Rel + 

36 Ngl Qxc7 

37 Qa8 + Kg7 

38 Qf8+ Kg6 and there is no 

win. 


35 ... 

Qxc6 

36 Rf8 4* 

Kg7 

37 Rf7 4 - 

Kg6 


BOTVINNIK-SMYSLOV 


Match 

1954, 14th game 

1 

d4 

Nf6 

2 

c4 


3 

g3 

Bg7 

4 

Bg2 

0-0 

5 

Nc3 

d6 

6 

Nt'3 

Nbd7 

7 

o 

1 

o 

e5 

8 

e4 

c6 

9 

Be3 




At the time Botvinnik had 
concluded that 9 h3 was dis¬ 
pensable and he tried the text 
move on several occasions. 

9 ... Ng4 


From what follows it may be 
assumed that Smyslov had 
expected 9 Be3 and was ready 
for it. He found the best reply. 

10 Bg5 Qb6 

10 ... f6 11 Bel Nh6 is rather 
passive, while 11 ... f5 12 Bg5 
Qe8 13 dxe5 dxe5 14 exf5 gxf5 
15 Rel proved bad for Black in 
Kotov-Bronstein, USSR Cham¬ 
pionship 1945. 

11 h3 exd4 

The most active and the best. 
11 ... Ngf6 12 Qd2 would be in 
White’s favour. 

12 Na4 Qa6 

13 hxg4 b5 

Black sacrificed a piece but 
regains the material immediately. 
The position is very complex 
and extremely difficult to 
assess. Years passed before a 
Czech player found the most 
dangerous line—14 Be7. How¬ 
ever, even then analysis shows 
that Smyslov’s idea was correct: 
14 ... Re8 15 Bxd6 bxa4 16 e5 
Qxc4 or 16 c5 Rxe4 17 Rel 
Rxel 4- 18 Qxel Nf8 19 Qe8 
Qb7 20 Ne5 Be6 21 Bxc6 Qxb2 
etc. 

14 Nxd4 bxa4 

15 Nxc6 

What else? Botvinnik demon¬ 
strated 15 b3 Ne5 16 Be7 Bxg4 


17 f3 Rfe8 18 Bxd6 Rad8. 
Additionally, 16 f3 is answered 
by 16 ... d5. 

15 ... Qxc6 

16 e5 Qxc4 

17 Bxa8 Nxe5 

White has won the exchange 
but Black’s pieces are 
dangerously active, enabling 
aggressive counter-play. 18 Bd5 
would be met by 18 ... Qb5 
threatening ... Nd3; 18 Qxd6 
Be6 19 Bg2 Qxg4 and 18 Be7 
Bxg4 19 Qd5 Qc8 harbour 
other difficulties. 

18 Rel Qb4 

19 a3 

In this tense and critical 
position Botvinnik finds the 
only means of defence. 

19 ... Qxb2 

20 Qxa4 Bb7 
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Unexpected and shrewd. The 
square f3 becomes crucial and 
Botvinnik should have con¬ 
tinued 21 Bxb7 Qxb7 22 Rc3 
with good chances of saving the 
game. However, he missed 
Black's intentions. 

21 Rbl Nf3 + 

22 Khl Bxa8 

That's it! Much weaker 
would be 22 ... Nd2+ 23 Bxb7 
Nxbl 24 Bc6 and White would 
be superior. 

23 Rxb2 Nxg5 + 

24 Kh2 Nf3 + 

25 Kh3 Bxh2 

26 Qxa7 Be4 

Material advantage makes 
possible a direct attack on 
White’s king. Smyslov's realiza¬ 
tion of the win is very accurate 


and instructive. 


27 a4 

Kg7 

28 Rdl 

Be5 

29 Qe7 

Rc8 

30 a5 

Rc2 

31 Kg2 

Nd4 + 

32 Kfl 

Bf3 

33 Rbl 


Or 33 Rel Bxg3 etc. 

33 ... 

Nc6. 


White resigned. 


34 ... Bd4 wins quickly. 


DONNER-FiSCHER 
Santa Monica 1966 


1 (14 

Nf6 

2 c4 

g6 

3 g3 

Bg7 

4 Bg2 

0-0 

5 Nc3 

(16 

6 Nf3 

Nbd7 

7 0-0 

c5 

8 e4 

9 Rbl 

c6 



This is another attempt to 
dispense with the natural 9 h3. 
The rook is ready to support the 
pawn advance on the Q-side and 
at the same time it is directed 
against popular sorties of the 
Black queen to a5 and b6. 

9 ... a6 

Encyclopaedia of Chess 
Openings assesses 9 ... exd4 
10 Nxd4 Re8 as better, but the 


i 


i 

j 


i 


The Fianchetto Variation 


139 


move played by Fischer in this 
game is the best reply. Black 
keeps the tension in the centre 
and prepares for ... b5. 

10 b4 

Consistent with the previous 
move but doubtful now that 
Black has played ... a6. The 
quiet 10 Qc2 b5 11 Rd 1 is more 
appropriate although after 

11 ... Qe7 12 dxe5 Nxe5 or 

12 b3 Rb8 (Geller) Black has 
nothing to worry about. 

10 ... exd4 

11 Nxd4 Re8 

12 h3 

There is not time for this. 
12 b5 was logical. 

12 ... Ne5 

13 Qe2 b5 

There are no threats on the 
long white diagonal, so there is 
no risk. Black has found a weak 
spot, the square c4, and already 
it is clear that b4 was ill- 
prepared and, after ... a6, in¬ 
appropriate. 

14 cxb5 cxb5 

15 Rdl Bb7 

16 f4 

Another error. White's pos¬ 
ition is rather like a soap- 
bubble: it expands until it 
explodes. 


16 ... 

Nc4 

17 Qd3 

Rc8 

18 Kh2 

Qc7 

19 Rb3 

Re7 

White is weak on the “c” file, 

but the point 

e4 is weak, too. 

Black mounts pressure on it. 

20 Rel 

Rce8 

21 Nc2 

Qc8 

Intending .. 

. Qa8 and there is 

nothing White can do about it. 

22 Ne3 

Nxe3 

23 Rxe3 

Nxe4 

24 Bxe4 

Bxe4 

25 Qxd6 

Rd7 

26 Qc5 

Rc7 

27 Nxe4 

Rxc5 

28 Nxc5 

Bd4. 

While resigned. 


ZITA-BRONSTEIN 
Prague v. Moscow 1946 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 

g6 

3 g3 

Bg7 

4 Bg2 

0-0 

5 Nc3 

d6 

6 Nf3 

Nbd7 

7 0-0 

e5 

8 e4 

9 b3 

c6 

(see folio 

wing diagram) 


The long black diagonal is 
more sensitive than it appears 
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and it is no wonder that b3 
almost disappeared from grand¬ 
master practice. But in 1946 
both the fianchetto and Ba3 
seemed rather attractive. 

9 ... Re8 

10 Bb2 exd4 

U Nxd4 Qb6 

12 Qd2 

Just what his shrewd oppo¬ 
nent expected him to play. 

12 Qc2 Nc5 (not 12 ... Qxd4 

13 Na4 and the queen is trap¬ 
ped) 13 Radi a5 is rather 
pleasant for Black but certainly 
a better choice for White. 

12 ... Nc5 

13 Rfel a5 

14 Rabl a4 

15 Bal 

Everything seems to be in 
perfect order. White has 
defended his weak point at b3 
and is ready for b4. 


15 ... axb3 

16 axb3 Ng4 

However, a closer look at the 
board after this attacking move 
indicates to the contrary. Con¬ 
viction comes from observing 
the strong pressure on the open 
“a” file, and on the diagonals 
intersecting at d4. 


17 h3 
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17 ... Rxal 

18 Rxal Nxf2 


Playing through the game 
many times does not diminish 
its beauty. The knight is taboo: 
19 Kxf2 Nxb3 or 19 Qxf2 Nd3. 

19 Re3 Nxh3 + 

20 Kh2 Nf2 

One can sympathize with 
Zita, knowing exactly how he 
must have felt. 

21 Rf3 Ncxe4 22 Qf4 Ng4 + 
23 Khl f5 24 Nxe4 Rxe4 


25 Qxd6 Rxd4 26 Qb8 Rd8 
27 Ra8 Be5 28 Qa7 Qb4 
29 Qgl Qf8 30 Bh3 Qh6. 
White resigned. 

It is to David Bronstein’s 
lasting credit that in those 
pioneer days he conceived and 
executed a profound plan. 

LARSEN-STEIN 

Rest of the World v. USSR, 1970 


1 Nf3 Nf6 2 g3 g6 3 Bg2Bg7 
4 c4 0-0 5 0-0 d6 6 d4 Nbd7 
7 Nc3e5 8 e4 exd4 9 Nxd4Re8 

10 Rel 
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Another move avoiding h3 at 
this point is 10 Be3, but the 
simple 10 ... Ne5 11 b3 Nfg4 
12 Bel Nc6 13 Nxc6 bxc6 
14 Bb2 Rb8 followed by ... c5 
equalizes easily. 

10 ... Ng4 


A student of the King’s 
Indian Defence must remember 
that g4 is often a spring-board 
for the black knight and that h3 
is not played in vain. 

11 f3 

11 h3 would be met by 
11 ... Qf6. 

11 ... Nge5 

12 b3 Nc5 

13 Be3 f5 

White’s pawn centre appears 
solid but it isn’t. ... f5 is very 
typical in numerous variations 
of the system and the aim is in¬ 
variably the same — to destroy 
the pawn centre. There’s always 
some tactical possibility which 
makes it possible. Here it is 

14 exf5 Ned3 15 Rc2 Rxe3. 

14 Qd2 fxe4 

15 Bg5 

Of course Larsen had fore¬ 
seen ... f5, and this was the 
move he was counting on. He 
probably assessed 15 ... Qd7 as 
dubious and calculated 

15 ... Bf6 16 Bxf6 Qxf6 
17 Nxe4 Nxe4 18 Rxe4 Bf5 

19 Rf4 or 18 ... c5 19 f4 cxd4 

20 Qxd4 Bf5 21 fxe5 dxe5 
22 Qd5 + Murey analysed 
15 ... Nxc4 16 bxc4 Bxd4 + 
17 Qxd4 Qxg5 18 Nd5 Qe5 
19 Radi Qxd4 + 20 Rxd4 Ne6 

21 Nf6+ K17 22 Nxe8 Nxd4 
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23 Nxc7 Rb8 24 Rxe4 or 
16 ... Qxg5 17 Qxg5 Bxd4 + 
18 Re3 exf3 19 Qd5 + Ne6 
20 Qxd4 with advantage to 
White in all the lines. 

15 ... Qd7 

When the game finished 
everyone criticized this strong 
move. 


16 Nxe4 Nxe4 

17 Rxe4 Nc6 



Some time after the game 
Murey discovered the crushing 
reply 17 ... Nf7, when 18 Bh3 
Rxe4 or 18 Rael Bxd4 + or 
18 Rxe8 + Qxe8 19 Rel 
Bxd4 + 20 Khl Qf8 all happen 
to be in Black’s favour. 

18 Nxc6 Rxe4 

If 18 ... Bxal then 19 Ne7 + 
Kh8 20 Qel wins. 

19 fxe4 Qxc6 


The decisive mistake. 

19 ... Bxal 20 Ne7+ Kf8 (bad 
is 20 ... Kh8 21 Qf4 or 

20 ... Kg7 21 Qf4 Qe8 22 Nd5 
Qf7 23 Nxc7Qxf4 24 Bxf4 Rb8 

25 Bxd6) 21 Qdl Qg4 (21 ... 
Be5 22 Qfl + Ke8 23 Nxc8 
Qg4 — since 23 ... Bd4 + 

24 Khl Rxc8 25 Bh3 Qc6 

26 Qd3 loses — 24 Bh6 Rxc8 

25 Qf8 -h Kd7 26 Qf7 + Kc6 

27 Qd5 + Kd7) 22 Qxal Qxg5 
23 Nxc8 Qe3 + 24 Kf 1 Qd3 + , 
as Murey showed, led to a draw. 

20 e5 Qc5 + 

21 Khl 

Very strong and unexpected. 
On 21 ... Bxe5 there is 
22 Bd5 h- Kh8 23 Rel or 
22 ... Kg7 23 Rfl. 

21 ... Be6 

22 Bxb7 Rf8 

23 Be3 

Later analysis demonstrated 
that 23 Rel Rf2 24 Qe3 Qxe3 
25 Bxe3 Rxa2 26 exd6 cxd6 
27 Bf4 wins. 

23 ... Qxe5 

24 Rel Qc3 

Here again Murey: 24 ... Bh3 
25 Bxa7 c5 26 Qd5 + Kh8 
27 Qxe5 Bxe5 28 Bg2 Bxg2 + 
29 Kxg2 Ra8 30 Bxc5 Rxa2 + 
31 Kh3 Rb2 32 Re3 h5 fol¬ 
lowed by ... g5 still saves the 


game. It is quite probable that 
Stein overlooked the excellent 
reply. 

25 Kg2 Qxd2 + 

26 Bxd2 Bd4 

27 Bf4 Kf7 

27 ... g5 28 Rxe6 gxf4 
29 Bd5 Kh8 30 g4 Bf6 31 Kf3 
also wins. 


28 

Bh6 

Rh8 

29 

Bc6 

Bf6 

30 

Be3 

a6 

31 

Bd2 

Rb6 


Here and later ... g5 was bet¬ 
ter, but Stein was already in 
time trouble. 

32 Bf3 Rb8 

33 Ba5 Bd8 

Or 33 ... Rc8 34 Rxe6. 

34 Rfl Kg8 35 Bc6 Bf7 36 
g4 Be7 37 Kg3 Rd8 38 Rdl Bf6 
39 h4 Be5 + 40 Kg2 Rc8 41 g5 
Kg7 42 Bd7 Rd8 43 Bg4 d5 
44 B13 h6 

Or 44 ... d4 45 Rel Bd6 
46 Re4 d3 47 Rd4. 

45 gxh6 + Kxli6 46 Bd2 + 
Kg7 47 Bg5 Rd6 48 Bxd5 Bxd5 
49 Rxd5 Rxd5 50 cxd5 Kf7 51 
Kf3 Ke8 52 Bf4 Bf6 53 Bxc7 
Bxh4 54 b4 Kd7 55 Bb6 Bf6 56 
Bc5 Bb2 57 a4 Ba3 58 a5 Bb2 
59 Kf4 Bf6 60 Ke4 Bc3 61 b5 
axb5 62 a6 Kc8 63 d6 Kb8 64 


Kd5 Bf6 65 Kc6 g5 66 Kxb5 g4 
67 Kc4 Ka8 68 Kd3 Be5 69 d7 
Bc7 70 Ke4 g3 71 Kf3 Bd8 72 
Kxg3 Ba5 73 Kg4 Bd8 74 Kf5 
Ba5 75 Kc6 Bc7 76 Kf7 Ba5 77 
Ke8 Bc7 78 Be7 Ba5 79 Bd8 
Bd2 80 Bb6 Bg5 81 Bc5. Black 
resigned. 


KOTOV-GELLER 
USSR Championship 1949 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 

g6 

3 g3 

Bg7 

4 Bg2 

d6 

5 M3 

0-0 

6 0-0 

Nbd7 

7 Nc3 

e5 

8 e4 

exd4 


For a long time this exchange 
in the centre was considered 
dubious, but a number of 
important games have chal¬ 
lenged that view in recent years. 

9 Nxd4 Nc5 
10 f3 

(see following diagram) 

Nowadays 10 h3 is preferred 
and it will be analysed in subse¬ 
quent games. 

10 ... Nfd7 

In the early fifties Geller 
found a new method for Black. 
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He immediately advanced his 
pawn 10 ... a5 11 Be3 a4 (but 
not 11 ... c6 12 Nb3 Ne6 
13 Na4) having in mind 12 Qd2 
c6 13 Radi Qa5 with counter¬ 
play on the Q-side which fully 
compensates for the weakness 
at d6. In order to thwart the 
plans connected with ... Qa5, 
White discovered 12 Rbl Nfd7 
13 b4 axb3 14 axb3 Ne5 15 h3 
f5 16 f4 Nc6. Encyclopaedia of 
Chess Openings gives 17 Nxc6 
bxc6 18 Bxc5 Bxc3 19 Bd4 
Bxd4 + 20 Qxd4 assessing the 
position as superior for White. 
However, it is only slightly bet¬ 
ter for White. 

H Be3 c6 

12 Qd2 a5 

13 Radi Ne5 

14 b3 a4 

An old analysis by Botvinnik 
suggested 15 f4 when 15 ... 
Ng4 16 Nxc6 or 15 ... Ned3 


16 Nxa4 Nxa4 17 bxa4 Nc5 

18 Nxc6 bxc6 19 Bxc5 Bg4 
20 Bxd6Bxdl 21 Qxdl favours 
White. Gelier, however, pointed 
out another very interesting 
line: 15 f4 axb3 16 fxe5 bxa2 

17 exd6 Bg4 18 Ral Qxd6 

19 Rxa2 Rad8 or 17 Nxc6 bxc6 

18 Bxc5 Bg4 or 17 Nxa2 Bg4 
18 Ne2 Bxe5 where excellently 
posted black pieces and the 
shattered white pawn structure 
represent significant compen¬ 
sation for the sacrificed piece. 

15 Nde2 

What follows is very similar 
to the above analysis, but with 
worse consequences. Botvjnnik’s 
14 is better. 



15 ... axb3 

One of those hidden tactical 
sacrifices which attracted atten¬ 
tion to the King’s Indian 
Defence. 


16 Bxc5 Nxc4 

17 Qcl bxa2 

Bronstein demonstrated the 
even stronger 17 ... b2 18 Qc2 
dxc5 19 Rxd8 Rxd8 when in 
spite of his material advantage 
White is hopelessly lost. 

18 Nxa2 Qa5 

19 Qxc4 Be6 

20 Qcl dxc5 

21 Nac3 b5 

The mass of advancing pawns 
and the powerful bishops repre¬ 
sent quite a solid advantage. In 
Geiler’s opinion White’s only 
chance was 22 f4 with the inten¬ 
tion of obstructing the dark- 
squared bishop even at a cost of 
a piece. 


22 

Nbl 

b4 

23 

Nf4 

Bb3 

24 

Rd6 

c4 

25 

Rxc6 

c3 

26 

Nd5 

Bxd5 

27 

exd5 

Qxd5 

28 

f4 

Qd4 + 

29 

Khl 

Ra2 


It’s already quite clear that 
White is on the downward path. 

30 Bf3 Rb2 31 f5 Be5 32 
Qel Rd8 33 Be4 Kg7 34 f6 + 
Kg8 35 Ra6 h5 36 Ra5 h4 37 
Bxg6 Rxh2 + 38 Kxh2 Bxg3 + 
39 Qxg3 hxg3 + 40 Kh3 fxg6 
White resigned. 


BOTVINNIK-SMYSLOV 
Match 1954, 24th game 

1 Nf3 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 

3 Nc3 Bg7 

4 d4 d6 

5 g3 0-0 

6 Bg2 Nbd7 

7 0-0 c6 

8 e4 e5 

9 h3 a5 
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This early advance of the 
pawn is a part of the system and 
it often transposes into other 
variations. 

10 Be3 exd4 

10 ... a4 11 Qc2 Qa5 
12 Rabl is not satisfactory for 
Black. If he cedes the centre 
with 12 ... exd4 13 Nxd4 Nc5, 
then 14 b4 axb3 15 axb3 Qb4 
16 Rfdl Nfd7 17 Nce2 fol¬ 
lowed by Bd2 and b4 evidently 
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favours White. If he chooses 
12 ... b5 13 cxb5 cxb5 14 dxe5 
dxe5 15 b4 axb3 16 Qxb3 Ba6 
17 Rfcl is superior for White. 
However, the text is not better. 
Black should transpose into 
other variations with 10 ... Re8. 

11 Nxd4 Re8 

Before playing ... Nc5 he has 
to stop ... e5 since 11 ... Nc5 
12 e5 dxe5 13 Nxc6 must be 
avoided. 

12 Qc2 Nc5 

13 Radi 

One of the reasons the order 
of moves chosen by Smyslov 
cannot be recommended 
becomes clear: there is now no 
time for ... a4, ... Qa5 and 

pressure on the Q-wing, owing 
to the threat Nxc6. 

13 ... Nfd7 

13 ... Qe7 seems somewhat 

better but after 14 Rfel Bd7 

15 f3 it does not equalize. 

(seefollowing diagram) 

14 Nb3 

Even stronger was 14 Rd2 as 
in Donner-Najdorf, Bled 1961. 

14 ... Qe7 

14 ... Qc7 was better. 

15 Nxc5 dxc5 



A dubious reply and obviously 
so had Botvinnik continued 
16 Na4. In Marovic-Ciocaltea, 
Team Championship of the 
Balkans, 1973, Black played the 
stronger — 15 ... Nxc5 and 
after the 16 Bd4 f5 White had 
no advantage, but 16 Qd2 

would have been more difficult 
for Black to meet. 

16 14 Nb6 

16 ... Nf8 17 Na4 Ne6 
18 Qf2 Nd4 loses to 19 Nxc5 
Qxc5 20 b3. 

17 b3 a4 

18 Qf2 Bf8 

19 e5 

Vukovic considered 19 Rfel 

better. 


19 

. M 

f5 

20 

Rd3 

axb3 

21 

axb3 

Be6 

22 

Rfdl 



A draw was offered by 
Smyslov and accepted by 
Botvinnik as it was all he needed 
to retain the title. 

RIBLI-PLANINC 
Amsterdam 1973 

1 M3 g6 2 d4 Bg7 3 c4 M6 
4 g3 0-0 5 Bg2 d6 6 Nc3 Nbd7 
7 0-0 e5 8 e4 Re8 9 h3 exd4 10 
Nxd4 Nc5 11 Rel a5 12 Rbl 


Waiting for ... c6 when he in¬ 
tends to develop the bishop to 
f4 instead of the seemingly more 
innocous e3. At the same time 
the rook can support the ad¬ 
vances of the “b” pawn. 

12 Nb3 does not worry Black 
and 12 ... Nfd7 13 Be3 a4 is 
quite satisfactory for him. 

12 ... c6 

On 12 ... Nfd7 13 Be3 Ne5 
14 b3 c6 15 Re2 followed by 


Rd2 leaves White ready to cap¬ 
ture more space while the 
pressure on the “d” file has in¬ 
creased. 12 ... a4 was the best 
alternative. 

13 Bf4 

Since the knight on d4 is 
defended Black cannot play 
13 ... Nfd7 and 13 ... Qb6 was 
refuted in Portisch-Planinc, 
Vrsac 1971, by 14 Nb3 Ne6 
15 Bxd6 a4 16 c5 Qa7 17 e5 
Nd7 18 Nd2 Nexc5 19 Nde4. 

13 ... a4 

14 b4 

14 Nc2 Nfd7 demonstrates 
once more that the 4 ‘d” pawn is 
not as weak as it appears. On 

15 Bxd6 or 15 Qxd6, 15 ... a3 
seizes the initiative. The alter¬ 
native was 14 Qd2 when 14 ... 
Qb6 fails to 15 Bxd6 Rd8 16 e5 
Ne8 17 Nxc6, Poutiainen- 
Ornstein, Erevan 1976. 

14 ... axb3 

15 axb3 h6 

Another idea tried in the 
seventies is 15 ... Nh5 16 Be3 
Ra3 where 17 Qc2 allows 

17 ... f5 while 17 g4 Nf6 

18 Qcl Ra8 leads to a double- 
edged game as in Pachman- 
Browne, Mannheim 1975. Play¬ 
ing 15 ... h6 Planinc expects 

16 b4 Ne6 17 Be3 Ng5. 
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16 b4 

Petrosian proposed 16 Qc2 
Ng4 (or 16 ... Nfxe4 17 Nxe4 
Bxd4 18 Nxd6 Rxel + 19 Rxel 
Ral 20 Rxal Bxal 21 Qa2 Bf6 
22 Qa8) 17 Rbdl Ne5 18 Bel 
with some advantage. 

16 ... Ne6 

17 Nxe6 Bxe6 

18 Bxd6 Bxc4 

19 e5 Nd7 

Commenting on this game 
Petrosian found a hidden solu¬ 
tion — 19 ... Re6 20 Qd4 Nd5 

21 Nxd5 Bxd5 22 Bxd5 Qxd6 
or 20 f4 Nh5 21 Kh2 Rxd6 

22 Qxd6 Qxd6 23 exd6 Bxc3 


24 

Reel Bd3 

25 Rb3 

26 

Rdl 

Bc2. 



20 

f4 

f6 


21 

b5 

fxe5 


22 

bxc6 

bxc6 


23 

Bxc6 

Ra6 


24 

Qf3 



24 Bd5 + leads to an equal 
ending, while the text sets the 
scene for a nice tactical solu¬ 
tion. 

(seefollowing diagram) 

24 ... e4 

25 Bxd7 

Petrosian analysed 25 Rxe4 
Rxc6 26 Rxe8 + Qxe8 27 Qxc6 
Qe3 + 28 Kh2 Qxc3 29 Rb4, 
and on 25 Nxe4 gave 25 ... 



Bd4 + 26 Nf2 Bxf2 + 27 Kxf2 
Ra2 + 28 Kgl Qb6+ 29 Khl 
Ree2 30 Bd5 + Kh7. 


25 ... Bd4 + 

Perhaps Ribli considered only 
25 ... Rxd6 26 Rxe4, but the 


text wins quickly. 

26 Kh2 

Rxd6 

27 Nxe4 

Rxd7 

28 f5 

gxf5 

29 Qxl'5 

Rf8 

30 Qh5 

Bg7 

31 h4 

Bd3 

32 Rbdl 

Bxe4. 

White resigned. 



DIESEN-BROWNE 
Lone Pine 1976 

1 Nf3 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 g3 Bg7 
4 Bg2 0-0 5 0-0 d6 6 d4 Nbd7 
7 Nc3 e5 8 e4 exd4 9 Nxd4 Re8 
10 Rel Nc5 11 Ii3 a5 12 Qc2 



It’s long been known that 
12 ... Nfxe4 13 Nxe4 Bxd4 
14 Bg5 Qd7 15 Nf6+ Bxf6 
16 Bxf6 leads to a lost position. 

12 ... Ng4 met with the very 
strong answer — 13 Nb3 Nxb3 

14 axb3 in Stahlberg- 
Reshevsky, Candidates 1953. 

13 ... Ne5 14 Nxc5 dxc5 

15 Rdl Bd7 16 Nb5 was not 
much of an improvement. 

12 ... c6 

12 ... Nfd7 or 12 ... a4 
would transpose back into the 
game without giving White the 
option of 13 Bf4. 

13 Be3 a4 

14 Radi 

The next game, SmejkaL- 
Planinc examines the advan¬ 
tages and drawbacks of 

14 Rabl. 

14 ... Nfd7 


In Bucharest 1953, Smyslov- 
Ciocaltea reached this position 
and instead of the text Black 
played 14 ... Qa5. Smyslov’s 

15 Nde2 seemed to put Black 

into serious difficulties, but 
Ciocaltea was up to the task and 
discovered a typical King’s 
Indian trick which kept the 
system alive: 15 ... Nfd7 

16 Rxd6 Ne5 and Black wins 
the “c” pawn because 17 b3 
fails to 17 ... Bxh3. 

14 ... Qa5 15 f4 Nfd7 16 Bf2 
Nb6 gave Black an equal game 
in Reshevsky-Browne, U.S. 
Championship 1975, but 

15 Bf4 is not so easy to meet. In 
a game of the match Reshevsky- 
Najdorf, 1952, after 15 ... Bf8 

16 Nf3 Be6 17 Bxd6 Bxc4 
18 Bxf8 Kxf8 19 e5 White 
obtained a favourable position. 
Perhaps 16 Rbl Ne6 17 Be3 
Bg7 18 Ndc2 Portisch-Szabo, 
1961 is even stronger. The text, 
therefore, is more precise. 

15 Re2 Qa5 

16 Red2 Ne5 

(see following diagram) 

In Averbakh-Dittmann, 
Dresden 1956, Black tried 
16 ... Qb4, but after 17 Nbl 
Nb6 18 Na3 Bd7 19 Ne2 the 
pressure on d6 was very tangi¬ 
ble. 

17 Bfl 
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27 R4d3 Be6 

28 Qf4 Nf6 

29 Ng5 Ra6 

30 Rf3 

30 Bg2 is preferable. 

30 ... Bc8 

31 Rd6 Rxd6 

32 Qxd6 Qd8 

It is only by the pawn 
sacrifice that Black can obtain 
counter-play. 

33 Qxc5 Rel 

34 Re3 Ral 

35 Qe7 Qxe7 

35 ... Qdl loses. 

36 Rxe7 Rxa2 

37 Rxf7 + Kh6 



equalizes. 

19 Nxf3 Bxc3 

20 Rxd6 Nxe4 

21 R6d3 Bg7 

22 Bd4 Nc5 

23 Bxg7 

Possible since 23 ... Nxd3 
24 Bc3 Nb4 25 Qd2 c5 26 Qh6 
f6 27 Bxf6 Qc7 loses to 28 Ne5. 
Therefore 22 ... Nc5 was 
useless, allowing White to seize 
the initiative. 

23 ... Kxg7 

24 Rd4 Bf5 

25 Qcl Ne4 

26 g4 c5 


38 Nf3 

Byrne pointed out that 38 f4 
Ral 39 Rxf6 a2 40 Rf7 leads to 
draw. 

38 ... Ral 

A mistake, which loses 
immediately. 38 ... Ne4 39 Bd3 
Ng5 was indispensable. 

39 g5+ Kh5 

40 gxf6 Rxfl + 

If 40 ... Bxh3 there is 
41 Rxh7+ Kg4 42 Rh4 + Kxf3 
43 Rxh3 + followed by 44 b4 
a2 45 Ra3 or if 40 ... h6 
41 Re7 etc. 
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41 Kxfl Bxh3 + 

42 Ke2 a2 

43 Rxh7 + Kg4 

44 Rh4 + Kf5 

45 Nd4+ Kxf6 

46 Nc2. 

Black resigned. 


SMEJKAL-PLANINC 
Ljubljana 1973 

1 Nf3 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 g3 Bg7 
4 Bg2 0-0 5 0-0 d6 6 d4 Nbd7 
7 Nc3 e5 8 e4 Re8 9 b3 exd4 10 
Nxd4 Nc5 11 Rel a5 12 Qc2 

On 12 Ndb5 Be6 13 e5 is not 
pleasant. Black, therefore, 
chooses 12 ... Nfd7 13 Be3 Ne5 
when 14 Bxc-5 dxc5 15 Qxd8 
Rxd8 16 Nxc7 Rb8 17 Redl 
Be6 18 Nxe6 fxe6 offers enough 
compensation for the pawn. On 
14 b3 Geller recommends 
14 ... Ned3 15 Re2 c6 16 Nd4 
a4 17 Rd2 axb3. 

12 ... c6 

13 Be3 

In, Keene-Marovic, Dort¬ 
mund 1973, White played 
13 Bf4 Nfd7 14 Radi and 
Black defended with 14 ... Be5, 
but 14 ... Ne5 15 b3 Qb6 was 
also good. 

13 ... a4 

14 Rabl 


Directed against 14 ... Qa5 
when 15 b4 axb3 16 axb3 Qb4 
17 Bd2 Qb6 18 Nde2 gives 
advantage. After 14 ... Qe7 
15 Rbdl Nfd7 16 b4 axb3 
17 axb3 White is again better. 
The same can be said of 
14 ... Nfd7 15 b4axb3 16 axb3 
Ne5 17 Redl. Marovic-Martin, 
Malaga 1981, continued: 

17 ... Qe7 (17 ... Na6 18 Na2) 

18 f4 Ned7 19 Bf2 Nf6 20 Rel 
with advantage to White. 

14 ... Bd7 

An unnatural looking waiting 
move, but an idea worth 
considering. For the moment 
Black does not commit his 
queen to a5 or e7. A very 
important point in this critical 
position. 

15 b4 axb3 

16 axb3 Qe7 

Only now does Black decide 
where to place the queen. 

17 Rbdl 

17 f3 was necessary when 
Minic proposes 17 ... Nh5 
18 Kh2 f5 with double-edged 
play. 

17 ... Nfxe4 

In spite of appearances it 
works, and Planinc proves it. 

18 Bf4 f5 

19 Nxe4 
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19 f3 would be met by 
19 ... Bxd4 + 20 Rxd4 Qf6. 


19 ... Nxe4 

20 f3 g5 



Another fine point: 21 fxe4 
gxf4 favours Black. 


21 Bel Bxd4 + 

22 Rxd4 Qe5 

23 Bb2 

Later analysis gives 23 Rddl 
Qc3 24 Re2 Nxg3 25 Rxe8 + 
Bxe8 26 Qxc3 Ne2 + 27 Kh2 
Nxc3 28 Rd3 Na2 29 Bxg5 d5 
30 f4 (Gligoric) as better, but 
Smejkal had not much time left. 

23 ... Ra2 

24 Qcl 

24 Rdxe4 fails to 24 ... fxe4 
while 24 Qbl Qxg3 makes no 
difference. 

24 ... Qxg3 

25 Re2 c5 

26 Rdl f4 


Planinc is in his element. 


27 fxe4 

f3 

28 Rd3 

Rf8 

29 Rf2 


29 Qc3 loses 

to 29. 

30 Kfl Qxg2 + . 


29 ... 

Bxh3 

30 Rdd2 


On 30 Qc3 

there is 

Rxb2. 


30 ... 

Rf4 

31 Qc3 

Rxb2 

32 Rxb2 

Bxg2 

33 Rxg2 

f 2 + 

34 Rbxf2 

Qxc3 

35 Rxf4 

hfi 

36 Rf5 

Qxb3 

37 Rd5 

Qxc4 

38 Rxd6 

Qcl +. 

White resigned. 


BOTVINNIK-TAL 

Match 1960, 6th game 


1 

c4 

Nf6 

2 

Nf3 

g6 

3 

g3 

Bg7 

4 

Bg2 

0-0 

5 

d4 

d6 

6 

Nc3 

Nbd7 

7 

0-0 

e5 

8 

e4 

c6 

9 

h3 

Qb6 
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The idea of the last move is 
crystal clear: by putting 
pressure on d4 Black is trying to 
provoke d5. With a closed cen* 
tre his plans would be easier. At 
the same time, the queen 
prevents the development of 
White’s queen’s bishop. 

10 d5 

As a general rule White 
should keep the tension in the 
centre. The games devoted to 
the ... Qb6 variation are very 
convincing in that respect. By 
blocking the centre White 
allows the knight at d7 to 
occupy a very active position at 
c5. 

10 c5 is an attempt to refute 
Black’s ninth move, but it fails. 
10 ... dxc5 11 dxe5 Ne8 12 Bg5 
Nxe5 (quite good is 12 ... Nc7 
13 Be7 Re8 14 Bd6 Ne6 or 
13 Na4 Qa5) 13 Nxe5 (or 


13 Be7 Qxb2 14 Rcl b6 with 
superior compensation) 

... Bxe5 14 Na4 Qc7 

15 Nxc5 Bxb2 16 Rbl and in 
Kirov-Jansa, Vrsac 1975, Black 
played 16 ... Be5 and White 
had no compensation for the 
pawn. 

10 ... cxd5 

11 cxd5 Nc5 

12 Nel 

12 Rel Bd7 13 Rbl a5 

14 Bfl Rfc8 15 Nd2 Qd8 

16 Nc4 Ne8 gives Black a 
promising game. 

12 ... Bd7 

13 Nd3 Nxd3 

14 Qxd3 Rfc8 

14 ... Nh5 15 Kh2 f5 16 exf5 
gxf5 17 Qe2 was in White’s 
favour, Filip-Geller, Can¬ 
didates 1962. 

15 Rbl Nh5 

Black is ready to fight on 
both wings. 

16 Be3 Qb4 

17 Qe2 

Played in order to 
prevent ... f5. 

17 ... Rc4 

Doubling rooks increases 
Black’s scope. 

18 Rfcl 

19 Kh2 


Rac8 
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White did not sense the 
danger. Otherwise he would 
have been more cautious and 
chosen 19 a3 Qa5 20 Qdl. 

19 ... f5 

20 exf5 Bxf5 

21 Ral 



A typical Tal sacrifice — 
risky, hardly calculable, but 
psychologically absolutely 
justified. Botvinnik is forced in¬ 
to the type of position for which 
he has no liking. 

22 gxf4 exf4 

23 Bd2 

On 23 a3, claimed to be the 
winning move, Tal demon¬ 
strated: 23 ... Qb3 24 Bxa7 Be5 
25 Bf3 (or 25 f3 b6 26 Qdl 
Qxb2 27 Ra2 Rxc3 28 Rxb2 
Rxcl 29 Qd2 Bxb2 30 Qxb2 
Rlc231 Qd4 Re8 and the rooks 


invade the second rank) ... b6 
26 Qdl Qxb2 27 Ra2 Rxc3 

28 Rxb2 Rxcl 29 Qe2 (not 

29 Qd2 Be4) ... R8c3 when 
“Black’s material deficit is for 
the moment unimportant.” 

23 ... Qxb2 

Subsequent analysis proved 
this was a mistake. It is in¬ 
teresting that Tal found, wrote 
down, then cancelled the best 
move 23 ... Be5 after which 
White has to find 24 f3 (24 Bf3 
loses to 24 ... Qxb2 25 Ndl 
Qa3) ... Qxb2 25 Ndl Qd4 
26 Rxc4 Rxc4 27 Rcl with 
approximately equal chances. 

24 Rabl 

Botvinnik reacts excellently. 
24 Ndl would be met by the 
crushing 24 ... Qe5. 

24 ... f3 

The confusing effect of this 
move is understandable. A few 
days after the game Flohr 
showed that 25 Bxf3 Bxbl 
26 Rxbl Qc2 27 Be4 Rxe4 

28 Nxe4 Be5+ (or 28 ... Qxbl 

29 Nxd6 Rf8 30 Qe6 + Kh8 
31 Nf7 + Rxf7 32 Qxf7 and 
now 32 ... Qf5 is necessary 
leading into a superior ending 
for White after 33 Qxf5 gxf5 
34 Kg3) 29 Kg2 Qxbl 30 Nxd6 
Bxd6 31 Qe6+ Kg7 32 Qd7 + 
wins. Trying to simplify, 


Botvinnik missed this deeply 
hidden possibility. 

25 Rxb2 fxe2 

26 Rb3 Rd4 

Another extremely un¬ 
pleasant move. On 27 Be3 Rxc3 
followed by ... Rdl wins quickly. 

27 Bel Be5 + 

28 Kg] Bf4 

It is strange that Tal missed 
28 ... Rxc3 29 Rbxc3 Rdl 
30 Rc4 Bb2. 

29 Nxe2 Rxcl 

30 Nxd4 Rxel + 

31 Bfl Be4 

The bishops dominate the 
board; there is no salvation. 

32 Nc2 Be5 33 f4 Bf6 34 
Rxb7 Bxd5 35 Rc7 Bxa2 36 
Rxa7 Bc4 37 Ra8 + Kf7 38 
Ra7 + Ke6 39 Ra3 d5 40 Kf2 
Bh4 + 41 Kg2 Kd6 42 Ng3 

Bxg3 43 Bxc4 dxc4 44 Kxg3 
Kd5 45 Ra7 c3 46 Rc7 Kd4 
47 Rd7 + and White resigned. 


RESHEVSKY-LOMBARDY 
US Championship 1959 


1 c4 g6 2 d4 Bg7 3 Nf3 d6 4 
Nc3 Nf6 5 g3 0-0 6 Bg2 Nbd7 
7 0-0 e5 8 e4 c6 9 h3 Qb6 
10 Rbl 


This is one of the ways of 
maintaining tension. 

10 ... exd4 

Black’s best choice is 

10 ... Qb4 when 11 Qb3 a5 or 

11 dxe5 dxe5 12 Qe2 Ne8 
13 a3 Qe7 followed by ... Nc7 
and ... f5 offers good counter¬ 
chances. 

11 Nxd4 Nxe4 

This is dubious but Lombardy 

had made this decision on the 
previous move. 

12 Nxe4 Bxd4 

Black must have disliked 

12 ... Qxd4 13 Qc2 Ne5 14 b3 
Qd3 15 Qxd3 Nxd3 because of 
16 Ba3, but in taking with the 
bishop he jumps out of the fry¬ 
ing pan into the fire. However, 
White’s reply was not easy to 
foresee. 
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13 b4 Ne5 

After other moves White 
regains his pawn with interest, 

14 c5 

The decisive move. 

14 ... dxc5 

15 bxc5 Qd8 

If 15 ... Qxbl then 16 Qxd4 
f6 17 Bb2 and 18 Nxf6+. 

16 Bh6 

As 16 ... Re8 is answered by 
17 Bg5, Black has to give up the 
exchange without compen¬ 
sation. 

16 ... b5 17 Bxf8 Kxf8 18 
Qe2 Qe7 19 Rfdl Bxc5 20 
Nxc5 Qxc5 21 Rbcl Nc4 22 
Rd8 + Kg7 23 Qe8 Qa3 24 Rel 
Nb6 25 Qh8 + Kh6 26 Rg8. 
Black resigned. 

MAROVIC-ENKLAAR 
Amsterdam 1973 

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 g3 Bg7 4 
Bg2 0-0 5 Nc3 d6 6 Nf3 Nbd7 
7 0-0 e5 8 e4 c6 9 h3 Qb6 
10 Rel 

This move has been played 
many times and there is no real 
alternative to it. Releasing the 
tension too early helps Black. 


10 ... Re8 

11 d5 

In a later game it will be seen 
that White can keep the tension 
by 11 Re2. The same purpose 
can be served by 11 Rbl but 
after 11 ... exd4 12 Nxd4 Ng4 
13 Nce2 Nge5 14 Qc2 Qb4 
White’s position is perilous. 
Blocking the centre now is more 
logical as Black’s rook is in the 
wrong place: it is needed on the 
Q-side or on f8 to support the 
K-side counter-action and e8 is 
needed for the king’s knight. 

11 ... c5 

In principle, completely 
blocking the centre is part of 
Black’s opening strategy, but 
the cost should not be too high. 
Black has lost several tempi in 
achieving it. 

12 Be3 Qd8 

The “b” pawn is taboo. 
Black decided to withdraw the 
queen in view of the threat 
13 b4 Qxb4 14 Nb5. In order 
to control b5, 12 ... a6 came in¬ 
to consideration. 

13 Rfl 

White concluded that his best 
chance was the manoeuvre Nel- 
Nd3 transferring the knight to 
the position traditionally best 
for it in blocked King’s Indian 
positions. 


13 ... Re7 

As unnatural as it looks. 
13 ... Rf8 is more logical. 

14 Nel Ne8 

15 Nd3 f5 

16 Qd2 Nef6 

17 Bg5 Nb6 

The pressure on the diagonal 
h4-d8 is very unpleasant, but 
Black should have continued 
17 ... fxe4 18 Nxe4 Nxe4. The 
knight is misplaced at b6. 

18 b3 Qf8 

19 f4 

The pressure in the centre has 
reached the point where Black 
must give way. 

19 ... exf4 

20 Nxf4 

A nice move: it prevents ... 
h6, and the knight is ready to 
occupy e6. The “e” pawn is 
sacrificed, but only temporarily. 

20 ... fxe4 

21 Rael e3 

(see following diagram) 

Black is in dire straits but 
thought he had found a tactical 
solution. 

22 Rxe3 Rxe3 

23 Qxe3 Ng4 

However, White had seen a 
little deeper: 
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24 hxg4 Bd4 

25 Ne6 Bxe3 + 

26 Bxe3 Qe8 

27 Ne4 Nd7 

28 Bg5. 

Black resigned. 

MAROVIC-TATAI 
Malaga 1968 

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 g3 Bg7 4 
Bg2 0-0 5 Nf3 d6 6 0-0 Nbd7 
7 Nc3 e5 8 e4 c6 9 h3 Qb6 
10 Rel 

10 dxe5 is irrational. 
Donner-Tal, Bled 1961, went: 
10 ... dxe5 11 a3 Qc5 12 Qe2 
Qe7 13 Be3 Nc5 14 Qc2 Nh5 
15 b4 Ne6 16 Radi f5. 

10 ... Re8 

If 10 ... Ne8 Geller recom¬ 
mends 11 d5 c5 12 Be3 h6 
13 Qd2 Kh7 14 Qc2. 
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After 10 ... exd4 11 Nxd4 
Ne8 in Portisch-Ermenkov, 
Olympiad 1980, White con¬ 
tinued 12 Nb3 Qb4 13 Bfl Nc5 

14 Bg5 f5 15 Bd2 with advan¬ 
tage 

11 d5 Nc5 

11 ... cxd5 is also possible 
but weaker than in the varia¬ 
tion with 10 d5. The reason is 
simple: while Rel is a part of 
the standard plan ... Re8 is a 
loss of time. Taking on d5 
immediately vacates the square 
c4 for White’s knight and 
12 cxd5 Nc5 13 Rbl a5 14 Be3 
Bd7 15 Nd2 is somewhat better 
for White. 

12 Rbl a5 

13 Be3 Qc7 

13 ... cxd5 transposes into 
the above line, so 14 Na4 had 
to be prevented this way. 

14 Nd2 Bd7 

15 Bfl Rab8 

In Marovic-Bukal, Zagreb 
1972, Black chose 15 ... Na6 
16 a3 c5 but White achieved 
advantage with 17 Nb5 Qb8 
18 Kh2 Rf8 19 f4. After 

15 ... Reb8 in Vukic-Nemet, 
Yugoslav Championship 1974, 
White had the better of it after 

16 dxc6 bxc6 17 Bxc5 dxc5 
18 Na4 Bf8 19 Nb3 when the 
c5 pawn was lost. 


16 

a3 

cxd5 

17 

cxd5 

b5 

18 

b4 

axb4 


In 1970, Tal, playing against 
Najdorf in the Rest of the 
World v. USSR Match, improved 
Black’s play with 18 ... Nd3 
19 Bxd3 Qxc3 20 Rb3 Qc7 
21 bxa5 when White’s advan¬ 
tage was minimal. 

19 axb4 Nd3 

20 Bxd3 Qxc3 

21 Qe2 
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Now the difference is clear: 
White does not have a pawn on 
a3 to worry about and the Black 
pawn on b5 is much more 
valuable than White’s on h3. 

21 ... Rec8 

22 Rb3 Qc7 

23 Kh2 Qb7 

Ivkov proposed 23 ... Qd8 as 
better. 
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24 Ra3 

Another diference: the “a” 
file is open and White will 
control it. 

24 ... Ra8 

25 Real Ra4 

This is bad, but the game is 
lost anyway. 


26 Rxa4 

bxa4 

27 Ba6 

Qxb4 

28 Bxc8 

Bxc8 

29 Qc4 

Qxc4 

30 Nxc4 

Nxe4 

31 Rxa4 

Bb7 

32 Rb4. 


Black resigned. 



OSNOS-NIKITIN 
USSR Championship 1969 

I d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 Nf3 Bg7 
4 g3 0-0 5 Bg2 d6 6 0-0 Nbd7 
7 Nc3 e5 8 e4 c6 9 h3 Qb6 10 
Rel exd4 11 Nxd4 Re8 

II ... Ng4 12 Nce2 Nge5 
13 b3 Nc5 14 Be3 a5 15 Rbl 
Re8 16 Rfl was evidently in 
White’s favour, Botvinnik- 
Pachman, European Team 
Championship 1961. The text 
increases the pressure on 
White’s centre. In Marovic- 
Minic, Pula 1963, White, play¬ 
ing this position for the first 
time, continued 12 Na4 Qa5 


(12 ... Qa6 is better) 13 Bd2 
Qc7 14 Bf4 Nh5 15 Be3 Nc5 
16 Nc3 with advantage. In 
Karpov-Balashov, Moscow 
1981, White chose 13 Bf4 Ne5 

14 b3 Nfd7 15 Bd2 Qc7 16 Bc3 
Nc5 17 Nb2. In Marovic- 
Udovcic, Zagreb 1965, White 
found another strong move in 
this position — 12 Nc2 and 
12 ... Ne5 13 b3 was in White’s 
favour. Later Stein improved 
the line against Portisch, Inter¬ 
zonal 1967, with 12 ... Nc5, 
but, contrary to popular belief, 
after 13 b4 Ne6 14 Be3 Qc7 

15 Qd3 White’s position is 
preferable. 

12 Re2 
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The rook is very active on the 
second rank. It defends the sen¬ 
sitive points b2 and f2, and after 
12 ... Ng4, 13 Rd2 defends the 
knight on d4. At the same time 
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in thwarts the tactical 
fireworks. 12 ... Ne5 13 b3 
Bxh3 does not work because of 
14 Na4 and 12 ... Nxe4 
13 Nxe4 Qxd4 fails to 14 Be3 
with dear advantage to White. 

12 ... Qb4 

13 Rc2 

Another fine point: the “c” 
pawn is indirectly defended. 

13 ... Nc5 

14 Bd2 Qb6 

15 Be3 Qc7 

That same year Geller 
defended Black’s side against 
Lengyel with the significantly 
better continuation — 15 ... a5 
16 Rbl Qd8 17 f3 Nfd7 18 Bf2 
Ne5 19 Bfl a4 with counter¬ 
chances. 

16 f3 a5 

17 Bf2 a4 

18 Rbl 

Black is left without serious 
counter-play and the advance of 
the “b” pawn will increase his 
difficulties. 

18 ... Bd7 

19 b4 axb3 

20 axb3 Rad8 

When Black chooses to 
defend his backward “d” 
pawn, it is usually the beginning 
of the end. Nikitin’s defence is 
very passive. 


21 b4 Ne6 

22 Nde2 

Naturally, the exchange of 
pieces would help Black’s 
cramped forces and should be 
avoided in all such situations. 

22 ... Bc8 

23 Na4 Qe7 

24 Nb6 Nc7 

25 b5 

b6 is the ideal place for 
White’s knight and this strong 
move increases the pressure 
which will force Black to 
weaken his position further. 

25 ... Ne6 26 Rd2 Bf8 27 
Qa4 cxb5 28 Qxb5 Bd7 29 Qa5 
Bc6 30 Nc3 Nc5 31 Qb4 Na6 32 
Qb2 Bg7 33 Qc2 Nc5 34 Kh2 
h5 35 li4 Ne6 36 Ncd5 B\d5 37 
exd5 Nc5 38 Bxc5 dxc5 39 Nc4 
Rb8 40 d6 Qd8 41 Nb6 Re5 
42 Rb5 g5 43 hxg5. Black 
resigned. 


SMEJKAL-MINIC 


Ljubljana 1973 


1 Nf3 

Nf6 

2 g3 

g6 

3 Bg2 

Bg7 

4 c4 

0-0 

5 0-0 

d6 

6 d4 

Nbd7 

7 Nc3 

e5 


8 e4 c6 

9 h3 Qa5 
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An active move, based on tac¬ 
tical threats and the relative 
weakness of c4. It conceals 
Black’s desire to block the cen¬ 
tre, which White should not do. 

10 d5 allows a counter-action 
on the Q-side — 10 ... cxd5 

11 cxd5 b5. In Marovic-Minic, 
Yugoslav Championship 1961, 
an interesting struggle 
developed: 12 Nd2 b4 (logical 
but not indispensable, since 

12 ... Nc5 13 a3 Qb6 is quite 
satisfactory) 13 Nb3 Qa6 (after 
the game both players came to 
the conclusion that 13 ... Qd8 
14 Ne2 a5 was better) 14 Nbl 
Nc5 (14 ... Qb5 suggested by 
Encyclopaedia of Chess Open¬ 
ings is not better) 15 Nxc5 dxc5 
16 Be3 Nd7 17 Qc2 Bb7 and 
now the very strong 18 h4 
caught Black unawares and he 


did not manage to overcome the 
difficulties. But as indicated 
13 ... Qd8 leads to equal play. 

White’s attitude in such 
positions should be to keep the 
tension as long as reasonably 
possible. In a game played in 
the traditional match 
Yugoslavia v. Hungary 1957 
between Gligoric and Szabo, 
Gligoric chose 10 Qc2 and 
10 ... exd4 11 Nxd4 Nb6 

12 Nce2 Re8 13 a4 led to a 
much superior game for him. 
However, Black could meet 

10 Qc2 with 10 ... b5, pro¬ 
posed by Yudovich, where 
White would obtain but a 
minimal advantage. 

Smejkal’s following move has 
the same purpose — to keep the 
tension. 

10 Be3 

Now that the point d4 is well 
defended it is easier to deal with 
the “c” pawn and 10 ... Qb4 in 
Smejkal-Geller, Olympiad 1970 
failed spectacularly after 

11 Qe2 exd4 12 a3 Qa5 

13 Nxd4 Nb6 14 Rfdl Re8 
15 Ndb5 

10 ... Nb6 

Minic’s improvement, played 
in his game against Bukal, 
Zagreb 1971. 10 ... exd4 

11 Nxd4 Nb6 (11 ... Ne5 
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12 Qe2 Qb4 is met by 13 f4) 

12 Nb3 is advantageous to 
White. For example 12 ... Qa6 

13 c5 Nc4 14 Bd4 dxc5 

15 Nxc5 Qa5 16 Qe2 Ne5 
17 Nb3 Qc7 18 f4 with a won 
game. Cvetkovic-Minic, 

Yugoslav Team Championship 
1969; or 12 ... Qb4 13 e5 Nfd7 

14 a3 and 15 exd6; or 

12 ... Qh5 13 Qxh5 Nxh5 

14 g4 Nf6 15 Na5, Quinteros- 
Poiugayevsky, Olympiad 1970. 
The text avoids the above lines. 

11 Nd2 

Bukal continued 11 Qd3 
exd4 12 Nxd4 Qa6 13 b3 when 

13 ... d5 14 Qc2c5 (14 ... dxc4 
is bad because of 15 b4) 

15 exd5 Nfxd5, Lengyel- 
Polugayevsky, Olympiad 1968, 
gave Black a good game. 
15 ... cxd4 16 Bxd4 Rd8 
17 Rfdl Bf5 18 Qd2 is 
dangerous for Black, as 
demonstrated by the game 
Gligoric-Minic, Yugoslav 
Championship 1967. 

11 ... exd4 

12 Bxd4 Be6 

13 Qe2 

This was a mistake. Smejkal 
should have played 13 Qf3 
when 13 ... Ne8 14 Qd3 Rd8 
15 b3 f5 offers Black enough 
counter-play. 


13 ... c5 

14 Be3 Qb4 

15 e5 

White spent more than an 
hour on this move. There's 
nothing better. 

15 ... Nfd7 

16 exd6 Qxb2 

17 Nd5 

Not 17 Nce4 Bxc4. 

17 ... Bxd5 

18 Bxd5 Nxd5 

19 cxd5 Qe5 

Minic later thought that 
19 ... b6 was more precise. 

20 Qb5 Qxd6 

21 Nc4 

Correct was 21 Radi, but 
Smejkal did not foresee Black's 
reply. 

21 ... Qxd5 

22 Radi a6 

23 Qa4 

After 23 Qxd7 Qxc4 
24 Qxb7 Qxa2 25 Bxc5 Rfb8 
the ending is hopeless. 

23 ... Bd4 

Minic gives 23 ... Qe4 24 f3 
Nb6 or 24 Nb6 Qxa4 25 Nxa4 
Rfd8. 

24 Bxd4 cxd4 

25 Ne3 Qe6 
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26 Qxd4 Ne5 

27 Qd5 Rad8 

28 Qxe6 fxe6 

29 Ng4 

In time trouble, Smejkal 
finds the best chance. Black 
should avoid the exchange, but 
he, too, was in time trouble. 

29 ... Nxg4 

30 hxg4 Kf7 

30 ... Rd5 was correct. 

31 Rbl b5 

32 a4 Rd5 

33 axb5 axb5 

34 Rfcl Kf6 

35 Rc7 Rf7 

36 Rc6 Rb7 

37 Rb4 g5 

38 Kg2 Ra7 

39 Rc2 

Smejkal had only a few 
seconds on his clock: no wonder 
he did not see 39 Rb6. 

39 ... Ke5 

40 Rcb2 Ra5 

41 f4 + Kd6 

42 Re4 Ra4 

43 Rxa4 bxa4 

44 Rb6 4- Ke7 

Or 44 ... Kc5 45 Rxe6 a3 
46 Ra6 Kb4 47 f5. 

45 Ra6 Rd4 

46 Kf3 Rd3 + 

47 Kf2 a3 


48 Ra7 4- Kf6 

49 Rxh7 gxf4 

On 49 ... e5 there is 
50 fxe5 + Kxe5 51 Rg7 Ke4 
52 Kg2 Rd2-h 53 Kh3 a2 
54 Ra7 followed by Rxa2. 

50 gxf4 Rd4 

51 Ra7 Rxf4 + 

52 Kg3 e5 

53 Rxa3 Kg5 

54 Ra5 Rxg4 4- 

55 Kf3. 

Drawn. 


POLUGAYEVSKY- 
UHLMANN 
Amsterdam 1972 

1 c4 Nf6 2 Nc3 e5 3 g3 g6 4 
Nf3 d6 5 d4 Nbd7 6 Bg2 Bg7 7 
0-0 0-0 8 e4 c6 9 h3 Qa5 

10 Rel 

As in answer to 9 ... Qb6, 
this is again the most useful 
move. It defends e4 and vacates 
fl for the bishop. 10 ... exd4 

11 Nxd4 Qc5 12 Bfl Ng4 
13 Nce2 Ne5 14 b3 or 
11 ... Ne5 12 Bfl Re8 13 Be3 is 
in White’s favour (13 ... Qb4 is 
refuted by 14 a3). 

10 ... exd4 

Black can increase the 
pressure without exchanging on 
d4 with 10 ... Re8. However, 
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when the rook is on this square, 
11 d5 follows naturally. 
11 ... cxd5 12 cxd5 b5 does not 
equalize. Oeller-Mecking, In¬ 
terzonal 1967, went 13 Bfl b4 
14 Na4 Ba6 15 Bxa6 Qxa6 
16 b3 Nb6 17 Nxb6 Qxb6 
18 Be3 Qa6 19 Nd2, and 
Ivkov-Minic, Vinkovci 1968, 
continued 13 a3 a6 14 Be3 Qd8 
(14 ... Bd7 15 Nd2 Rec8 16 a4 
is worse, Ivkov-Toran, Palma 
de Mallorca 1968) 15 Nd2 Nb6 
16 Rcl Rf8 17 Na2 with the 
superior game for White in both 
cases. 

11 Nxd4 Re8 

12 Be3 Nb6 

Polugayevsky refutes this 
idea, but 12 ... Qb4 fails to 
13 a3. 12 ... Ne5 is better but 
not enough. 
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13 c5 


Now well-known, but before 
this game was played it was easy 
to overlook such a tactical 
possibility. 13 ... Qxc5 loses the 
exchange and 13 ...dxc5 
14 Nb3 is as bad. 

13 ... Nc4 

14 Nb3 Qd8 

Polugayevsky gives 

14 ... Qb4 15 Bd4 Nxb2 
16 Qc2 Nc4 17 a3 Nxa3 

18 Rxa3 or the simple 15 a3 

Nxe3 16 Rxe3. 

15 cxd6 Nxd6 

Taking with the queen is not 
better. 


16 

Bd4 

Nc4 

17 

Qe2 

Be6 

18 

Kadi 

Qe7 

19 

f4 

Nb6 

20 

NcS 

Rad 8 


20 ... Nh5 was somewhat bet¬ 
ter but Black is in trouble 
anyway. 

21 Nxe6 Qxe6 

22 Qf2 Nh5 

On 22 ... Nfd7 again 23 e5. 

23 e5 

The winning move, threaten¬ 
ing g4 and Ne4. 

23 ... Bf8 

24 g4 Ng7 

25 Ne4 Be7 


26 Nf6 + 

Bxf6 

27 exf6 

Rxd4 

28 Qxd4 

Qxel 4 - 

29 Rxel 

Rxel + 

30 Kf2 

Ne6 

31 Qd2. 


Black resigned. 



MAROVIC-BAJEC 
Yugoslav Team Championship 
1974 

1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 

3 g3 Bg7 

4 Bg2 0-0 

5 Nc3 d6 

6 Nf3 Nbd7 

7 0-0 e5 

8 e4 c6 

9 h3 Qa5 

10 Rel 

The most natural reaction 
and the most flexible, as noted 
in the previous game. 

10 ... exd4 

11 Nxd4 Nb6 

12 Bfl Re8 

13 Nb3 

A couple of days earlier 
Bajec, as White played this 
same position against Ljubojevic. 
He decided upon 13 Bf4, 
Ljubojevic replied 13 ... Be6 
14 Nxe6 Rxe6 and 15 Bxd6 
Rd8 16 e5 Ne8 led White into 


difficulties. At the very moment 
Bajec played 13 Bf4 his oppo¬ 
nent in this game passed by and 
made a mental note that 
13 Nb3 was preferable. It is 
strange that Bajec repeated the 
same variation with Black. 

13 ... Qh5 

14 Qxh5 Nxh5 

15 g4 Nf6 

16 Bf4 

There is no doubt that Black 
is facing serious difficulties. 
16 ... Bf8 17 Radi or 16 ... 
Be6 17 Na5 offers White as 
much as he can hope to get in 
the opening. It w'as the pos¬ 
sibility of playing Na5 which 
attracted White’s attention to 
13 Nb3. 

16 ... a5 

This is even worse than the 

alternative suggested. 

17 Bxd6 a4 

18 Nd2 a3 

19 Bxa3 would be met by 
19 ... Nxg4, but there is 
something else. 

(see folio wing diagram) 

19 e5 

Since 19 ... axb2 does not 
work because of 20 exf6 Black 
is a pawn down without any 
compensation. The fight is 
over. 
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19 ... 

Nfd7 

20 b3 

Nf8 

21 Nde4 

Nbd7 

22 f4 

Ne6 

23 Ne2 

b6 

24 Bg2 

Bb7 

25 Radi 

Nef8 

26 Bxf8 

Nxf8 

27 Nd6. 


Black resigned. 



II 

IVKOV-KAVALEK 
Amsterdam 1968 



Bronstein’s ideas. Black’s queen 
is activated early on a5 whence 
it supports ... e5, and can reach 
h5 easily or attack c4 depending 
on what White does. 

8 h3 

White chooses this because he 
does not wish to allow ... Qh5. 
The alternatives are: 8 e4 e5 (or 
8 ... Qh5 9 Rel e5 10 b3) 9 h3 
transposing into main varia¬ 
tions, as 9 Rel exd4 10 Nxd4 
Ng4 is quite comfortable for 
Black, or, 8 d5Qb4 9 Nd2 Bd7 
(the rook will take the square 
c8) 10 a3 Qb6 11 Rbl Rc8 or 
10 e4 a5 followed by ... Na6 


1 d4 

Nf6 

Nc5 and good counter-play. 

2 c4 

3 g3 

Bg7 

8 ... e5 

4 Bg2 

0-0 

In Marovic-Bertok, Zagreb 

5 Nf3 

d6 

1965, Black played 8 ... Be6 but 

6 0-0 

c6 

9 Nd2 Na6 10 a3 Qb6 11 e3 c5 

7 Nc3 

Qa5 

12 d5 Bd7 13 Rel Qd8 14 Rbl 


gave White an easier game. In 
Marovic-Petrosian, Amster¬ 
dam 1973, Black chose 8 ... Bf5 
but 9 Nd2 e5 10 d5 c5 11 a3 
gave White some advantage. 
After 8 ... Be6 there is also 

9 d5 Bd7 (if 9 ... cxd5 then 

10 Nd4 Bd7 11 cxd5 Rc8 
12 Nb3 Qd8 13 e4 followed by 
Be3) 10 e4 Rc8 11 a3 with 
advantage. 

9 d5 

9 e4 is analysed in the next 
game. 

9 ... cxd5 

10 cxd5 b5 

This is dubious. In Marovic- 
Quinteros, Amsterdam 1973, 
Black played 10 ... Bd7 with the 
idea ... Rc8 and ... Na6 which 
gave a nice game on the Q-side. 

11 Nd2 



On 11 a3 Black cannot play 
11 ... b4 because of 12 Na2 
bxa3 13 Nc3 with advantage. 

11 ... b4 

Bad. 11 ... Bd7 was in order. 

12 Nce4 Nxe4 

13 Nxe4 Qd8 

14 Bg5 f6 

15 Bd2 a5 

16 a3 

White’s advantage is now 
evident. 

16 ... Na6 

Black will not have compen¬ 
sation for the pawm; 16 ... bxa3 
was better. 


17 axb4 

axb4 

18 Bxb4 

f5 

19 Nd2 

Rb8 

20 Bc3 

Nc7 

20 ... Nc5 

seems natural but 

it is not effective so the knight is 

transferred to b5. 

21 Nc4 

Nb5 

22 Bb4 

e4 

23 e3 

Bb7 

24 Ra5 

25 Qcl 

Qc7 


The “d” pawn needs no 
defence because 25 ... Bxd5 is 
refuted by 26 Nxd6. 

25 ... Ba8 
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Implying a concealed tactical 
solution to 26 Nxd6 viz: 26 ... 
Qxcl 27 Rxcl Nd4 28 Rc4 Nb3 
29 Ra3 Bxd5 30 Rxb3 Rfd8, 
but there is more to it. 


26 

Rxb5 

Rxb5 

27 

Bxd6 

Qc8 

28 

Bxf8 

Bxf8 

29 

30 

d6 

Rdl 

Bd5 


The knight is taboo, White 
remains two pawns up. 

30 ... Be6 31 Bfl Rc5 32 b3 
f4 33 exf4 Bxh3 34 Qe3 Rh5 35 
Bxh3 Qxh3 36 Qxe4 Qh2 + 37 
Kfl Qh3 + 38 Kgl Qh2+ 39 
Kfl Qh3 + 40 Qg2 Qg4 41 Ne3 
Qd7 42 Kgl. Black resigned. 

PORTISCH-TORRE 
Manila 1974 


1 (14 

g6 

2 c4 

Bg7 

3 Nf3 

d6 

4 Nc3 

Nf6 

5 g3 

0-0 

6 Bg2 

c6 

7 0-0 

Qa5 

8 h3 

c5 

9 e4 

exd4 

.. Nbd7 10 

Rel transposes 


into another variation. 

10 Nxd4 Qc5 

11 Nb3 


There is nothing better than 
to give up the “c” pawn and 
take on d6 where the queen is 
actively placed. 

11 ... Qxc4 

Uhlmann analyzed 11 ... Qb4 
12 Be3 a5 13 e5 Nfd7 14 a3 
Qxc4 15 exd6 and 13 ... dxe5 
14 Bc5 Qxc4 15 Bxf8 Bxf8 
16 Qd8 Nbd7 17 Nxa5 as 
advantageous to White. 

12 Qxd6 a5 

Played in order to 
make ... Qb4 possible. The 
alternative was 12 ... Na6. 

13 Bf4 



At the time the game was 
played this was a novelty. On 
13 Bg5 Qb4 14 Radi Be6 
15 Nc5 Ne8 16 Qe7 Bc4 17 a3 
Qb6 18 Rfel, Marovic- 
Micheli, Madonna di Campiglio 


1974. Uhlmann proposed 
14 ... Nd5 as the best solution. 

13 ... a4 

Black probably did not expect 
what follows, not having 
noticed that White’s last move 
vacated cl for his rook. 
Trifunovic recommended 

13 ... Nh5 14 Be3 Nd7, but 
even then White’s position is 
preferable simply because his 
pieces are more active. 

14 Rfcl 

The point of the previous 
move: 14 ... axb3 does not 
work. 

14 ... Nh5 

15 Bfl Qe6 

16 Nc5 Qxd6 

17 Bxd6 a3 

17 ... Rd8 18 Bc7 is not 
better. 

18 bxa3 Rd8 

19 Bc7 Re8 

20 g4 Rxa3 

Black will get too little for the 
piece, but 20 ... Nf6 21 a4 is 
also difficult. 

21 Nb3 Na6 22 Bxa6 Rxa6 
23 gxh5 Bxh3 24 hxg6 hxg6 25 
Rabl b6 26 a4 Re7 27 Bh2 f5 
28 Nd2 fxe4 29 Nc4 Be6 30 
Ne3 Bf7 31 Ne2 c5 32 Nc3 Bd4 
33 Bf4 Be8 34 Ned5 Rf7 
35 Be3 


The extra piece is beginning 
to tell. 


35 ... 

Bxa4 

36 Nxa4 

Rxa4 

37 Rxb6 

Kg7 

38 Nf4 

Rfa7 

39 Ne6 + 

Kf7 

40 Nxc5 

Ral 

41 Rxal. 


Black resigned. 


KORCHNOI- 



DIEZ DEL CORRAL 
Palma de Mallorca 1969 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 


3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 g3 

d6 

5 Nf3 

0-0 

6 Bg2 

c6 

7 0-0 

a6 
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An attempt to play on the 
Q-side. White cannot stop ... 
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b5 since 8 a4 a5 followed 
by ... Na6-Nb4 is quite com¬ 
fortable for Black. 

8 d5 

White tries to thwart his 
opponent's plans. He could 
play 8 e4 with a quick action in 
the centre which seems to be the 
most natural reaction to Black’s 
Q-wing preparations. 8 ... b5 

9 e5 Ne8 (9 ... Nfd7 10 exd6 

exd6 11 Bf4 Nb6 12 c5 dxc5 
13 dxc5 Nc4 14 Qcl Qa5 
15 Bh6, according to an 
analysis by Zak is in White’s 

favour as well as 9 ... dxe5 

10 dxe5 Ng4 11 cxb5 axb5 
12 Bf4) 10 Qe2 bxc4 11 Qxc4 
is favourable for White. 

8 ... e5 

8 ... cxd5 9 cxd5 b5 10 Nd4 
is difficult for Black, but an in¬ 
teresting variation has been 
tried with success: 8 ... Nbd7 
9 dxc6 bxc6 10 Nd4 Ne5 

11 Nxc6 (11 f4 Nxc4 12 Nxc6 
Qc7 leads nowhere) ... Nxc6 

12 Bxc6 Bh3 with equal play. 

9 dxe6 Bxe6 

10 b3 Nd5 

10 ... Ne4 does not w r ork 
owing to 11 Nxe4 Bxal 12 Bg5 
f6 13 Bh6, so Diez del Corral 


decided he was able to exploit 
the temporary situation on the 
long diagonal. It will be seen 
that he was mistaken and that 

10 ... d5 was necessary, when 

11 Nd4 dxc4 12 Nxe6 fxe6 

13 bxc4 was proposed as 
somewhat better for White. 

11 cxd5 Bxc3 

12 Bg5 f6 

13 Bh6 Bxal 

14 dxe6 

Now it can be seen that 

14 ... Be5 fails to 15 Bxf8 Qxf8 
16 Nxe5 fxe5 17 f4 with clear 
advantage. 


14 ... Bc3 

15 b4 
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It is very probable that Black 
had not considered this strong 
reply when he began the com¬ 
bination. 

15 ... d5 

16 Qb3 Be5 


17 Bxf8 Qxf8 

18 Nxe5 fxe5 

19 e4 

As he is better developed, 
White wins easily now. 


19 ... 

a5 

20 exd5 

Qxb4 

21 d6 

Qxb3 

22 axb3 

Kf8 

23 f4 

e4 

24 f5. 


Black resigned. 


hi 


NAJDORF-BOLESLAVSKY 

Candidates 1953 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 


3 g3 

Bg7 

4 B g 2 

0-0 

5 Nf3 

d6 

6 0-0 

c5 


In complete harmony with 
the requirements of the pos¬ 
ition, Black intends to open the 
long diagonal, increasing the 
scope of his fianchettoed 
bishop. 

7 dxc5 dxc5 

(see foliowing diagram) 

This symmetrical position 
was in vogue in the fifties. 
White believed that in spite of 



the symmetry he could seize the 
initiative owing to the simple 
fact he was always a move 
ahead. 

8 Ne5 

A new idea in those days. 
White thwarts his opponent’s 
normal development. 

8 ... Qc7 

Some time passed before 
Black found the best response 
— 8 ... Nfd7 9 Nxd7 (or 9 Nd3 
Ne5) ... Qxd7 10 Nc3 Nc6 with 
an equal game, Ivkov-Gligoric, 
Yugoslav Championship 1955. 
8 ... Qb6 9 Nd3 Rd8 10 Nc3 
Na6 11 Qb3 is in White’s 
favour as well as the text. 

9 Nd3 Nc6 

10 Nc3 Bf5 

11 Bf4 Qa5 

12 Bd2 
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A move not so easy to meet. 
Black is forced to give up his 
white-squared bishop. 


12 ... Bxd3 

13 exd3 Qc7 

14 Be3 Rfd8 

On 14 ... Nd4 Black had to 
reckon with Rbl and b4. 

15 Bxc5 Ne5 

16 d4 Nxc4 

17 Qe2 Nd6 

18 a4 

The advance of the ‘‘a’" pawn 
all the way to the sixth rank 
emphasizes the strength of the 
bishop pair. 

18 ... e6 

19 a5 Nf5 

20 a6 Nd5 

Bronstein criticized this move 
and proposed 20 ... b6 21 Bxa8 
bxc5 which does seem the most 
promising. 


21 axb7 

Qxb7 

22 Nxd5 

exd5 

23 Ra4 

a5 

24 Qd3 

Rab8 

25 Rbl 

Qb3 

Giving up the defence of the 

“a” pawn 
quickly. 

should have lost 

26 Qxb3 

27 Rxa5 

Rxb3 


After 27 g4 Black has no 
good reply. 

27 ... Bxd4 28 Bxd4 Nxd4 29 
Bxd5 Rb4 30 Kg2 Nb3 31 Bxb3 
Rxb3 32 Ra3 Rb4 33 Rf3 Rdb8 
34 b3 R8b7 35 Kfl 

There is only one way to play 
for a win: the king must support 
the passed pawn. 


35 

... 

Kg7 

36 

Ke2 

R4b6 

37 

Kd2 

Rb8 

38 

Kc2 

Rc6 + 

39 

Rc3 

Re6 

40 

Re3 

Rc6 + 

41 

Kd2 

g5 


Boleslavsky has succeeded in 
cutting off the king from the 
pawn and now he threatens ... 
Rh6. Bronstein was right when 
he remarks that 42 g4 Rh6 
43 h3 Rf6 44 f3 Rh6 45 b4 
Rxh3 46 b5 Rb6 47 Kd3 was a 
proper solution. 


42 

Re4 

Rd8 + 

43 

Kel 

Rb6 

44 

h4 

gxh4 

45 

gxh4 

f5 

46 

Rc4 

Re6 + 

47 

Kfl 

Rd2 


Black has achieved as much 
as possible in the circumstances. 
Having shattered the pawn 
structure, control of the seventh 
rank now secures a draw. 

48 b4 Ree2 49 R14 Kf6 50 
Rb3 Rb2 51 Rxb2Rxb2 52 Kg2 
Rc2 53 Rd4 Ke5 54 Rd7 Rc4 55 
Rxh7 Rxb4 56 h5 Kf6 57 Kg3. 
Drawn. 

SPASSKY-TAL 
Moscow 1961 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 Nf3 

g6 

3 g3 

Bg7 

4 Bg2 

c5 

5 c4 

0-0 

6 0-0 

d6 

7 Nc3 

8 dxc5 

Nc6 


This is one of those positions 
where White cannot maintain 
tension in the centre any longer. 
Donner tried to do it against 
Bertok in Bled 1961 and played 
a waiting move 8 h3 but the 
simple 8 ... cxd4 9 Nxd4 Nxd4 
10 Qxd4 Be6 11 Bxb7 Nd5 put 


him on the defensive, while the 
better 11 Qh4 Qc8 gives White 
nothing. 

8 ... dxc5 

9 Be3 

9 Bf4 has also been played 
quite often. The position is sen¬ 
sitive and it should not be taken 
lightly. On 9 ... Be6 White in¬ 
tends 10 Ne5 with strong 
pressure of his bishops. After 

9 ... Nd4 10 Be5 Nc6 11 Qxd8 
Rxd8 12 Bc7 Rd7 13 Bf4 White 
was somewhat better in 
Gligoric-Vukcevic, Yugoslav 
Championship 1958. However, 
Black can reply 9 ... Nh5 

10 Be3 Nd4 or 10 ... b6 with an 
equal game. 



Sooner or later Black will not 
be able to maintain the sym¬ 
metry, but that time has not 
arrived yet. Actually, 9 ... Qa5 
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is weaker after 10 Bd2 Be6 
11 Na4 Qc7 12 Nxc5 Bxc4 
13 Rcl Bd5 14 Qa4 with an 
active game, Smyslov-Najdorf, 
Moscow 1956, as well as after 

10 Nd5 e6 (or 10 ... Ne4 

11 Nd2) 11 Bd2 Qd8 12 Nc3 
Qe7 13 Qcl with the idea of 
Bh6 and a favourable game. 
Mention should also be made of 
the well-known variation 

10 Qa4 Qxa4 11 Nxa4 when 

11 ... b6 is good enough 
because of 12 Ne5 Nxe5 
13 Bxa8 Bd7, 

10 Bxe5 

If 10 Qa4 the “book” move 
is 10 ... Nd4 with equal play. 
For example, 11 Bxd4 cxd4 

12 Nb5 Bd7 13 Qb3 Ne4 etc. 

10 ... Qa5 

10 ... Bxc4 11 Nd4 would be 
in White's favour and the 
moment has come to avoid fur¬ 
ther symmetry. 

11 Ba3 

11 Be3 Bxc4 12 Nd4 is now 
met by 12 ... Qh5. 

11 ... Bxc4 

12 Nd4 

Increasing pressure on the 
long diagonal is better by far 
than the dubious Nd2, Bxc6 and 
Bxe7 where winning a pawn 
cedes the initiative to Black. 


12 ... Nxd4 

13 Qxd4 Rac8 

14 Qf4 g5 

Later analysis demonstrated 
the way to equality: 14 ... Nh5 
followed by ... Bxc3 etc. The 
text is as bad as it looks. 

15 Qe3 Rc7 

16 Radi Re8 



An unexpected and strong 
move. Black cannot take advan¬ 
tage of the position of the rook 
on d4, but he thought he could 
make use of the unnatural 

position of the bishop at a3. 

17 ... b5 

18 Qxg5 h6 

19 Qd2 b4 

20 Nbl 

White has won a pawn and 
Black was not able to demon¬ 
strate compensation for it. 


The Fianchetto Variation 


175 


20 ... Nd5 21 Rg4 h5 22 Rg5 
Rc5 23 b3 Nc3 24 Rxc5 Qxc5 
25 Nxc3 bxc3 26 Bxc5 cxd2 27 
bxc4 Rb7 28 Bxa7 Rb2 29 e3 
Rxa2 30 Bc5 e5 31 Bf3 h4 32 
Rdl hxg3 33 hxg3 Rc2 34 Be2 
Rb2 35 Bd3. Black resigned. 

PACHMAN-GLIGORIC 
Bled 1961 

1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 

3 Nc3 Bg7 

4 g3 0*0 

5 Bg2 d6 

6 Nf3 c5 

7 0*0 Nc6 

An attempt to avoid this line 
by 7 ... cxd4 8 Nxd4 Nc6 
implies a pawn sacrifice of 
doubtful value. 9 Nxc6 bxc6 
10 Bxc6 Rb8 11 Bg2 Qa5 
12 Nb5, as modern practice 
shows, is in White’s favour. 

8 d5 Na5 

The position of this knight 
has long been a matter of con¬ 
troversy. Some believe that on 
a5 it is out of play, others con¬ 
sider it a natural part of the 
pawn advance and pressure on 
the Q-side. Actually both apply. 
It is important to know the 
advantages of its position and 
to make as much of them as 
possible. 


9 Nd2 

9 Qd3 exposes the queen. 
Black can choose between 

9 ... e5 10 dxe6 Bxe6 or 9 ... a6 

10 Nd2 (10 e4 allows Black to 
seize the initiative with 10 ... b5 

11 e5 Ng4 12 exd6 exd6 

13 cxb5 axb5 14 Nxb5 Qb6 

15 a4 c4 as in Guimard-Pilnik, 
Interzonal 1955) ... Rb8 (10 ... 
b5 has to be prepared; here it is 
premature: 11 cxb5 axb5 

12 Nxb5 Ba6 13 a4 Qb6 

14 Rbl followed by b4) 11 b3 
b5 12 Rbl bxc4 with equal 
play. In fact, Black can well ask 
for more as in Szabo-Gligoric, 
Sarajevo 1964 where after 

9 ... a6 10 Nd2 Gligoric con¬ 
tinued 10 ... Ng4 11 Qc2 Ne5 
12 b3 b5. 

9 ... e5 

Gligoric’s move and the best 
at this point. Later it will be 
seen that activity on the Q-wing 
often emphasizes the disadvan¬ 
tages of the knight on a5. The 
blocked centre, on the contrary, 
directs Black’s energy towards 
the other wing — his natural 
theatre of activity in the King’s 
Indian Defence. For the 
moment it is important that 

10 dxe6 Bxe6 does not work. 

10 a3 

This was the first idea 
adopted by White and was 
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played in Larsen-Gligoric, 
Dallas 1957. As 10 ... Qc7 
11 b4 cxb4 12 axb4 Nxc4 
13 Nb5 Qb6 14 Nxc4 Qxb5 
15 Nxd6 is bad, it seems that 
Black is in trouble, but Gligoric 
conceived a deep strategic idea. 

10 ... b6 

11 b4 Nb7 



The knight has a significant 
defensive role. It stops White's 
action on the Q-side and 
liberates Black for his K-side 
action. 

12 e4 

In Damjanovic-Marovic, 
Zagreb 1965, White played 
12 Rbl Ne8 and surprised 
Black with 13 Nde4 h6 
14 bxc5. Black should have 
continued 14 ... bxc5 followed 
by ... f5 and ... Rf7, but was 
not quite aware of the concealed 


threats and chose instead 
14 ... Nxc5 15 Nxc5 dxc5 
(15 ... bxc5 16 Qa4 is clearly in 
White's favour) 16 d6 Rb8 

17 Qa4 Bf5. Later it turned out 
that instead of Damjanovic’s 

18 e4 White had at his disposal 
18 Rdl Bxbl 19 Nxbl when 
Black is in serious difficulties. 
Another solid line would be 

12 Bb2 Ne8 13 e3 f5 14 f4, but 
Black can play more aggres¬ 
sively 12 ... Ng4 13 h3 Nh6 
14 e3 Bd7 15 Qc2 f5 16 f4 Nf7 
whence the knight controls d6 
and e5 and supports ... g5 at 
the propitious moment. Ivkov- 
Hubner, Wijk aan Zee 1971, 
went 17 Nb3 g5 with active play 
for Black. 

12 ... Ne8 

13 Rel 

In Dallas Larsen played 

13 Nb3 f5 14 exf5 gxf5 15 Bb2 
Bd7 16 b5 but after 16 ... Qg5 
17 f4 Qg6 18 fxe5 Bxe5 Black’s 
position was promising. 

13 ... 15 

14 exf5 gxf5 

15 Rbl Bd7 

16 Bfl 

No plan is discernible in 
White’s last moves. As a matter 
of fact it is very difficult to find 
a good plan, while Black has no 
such problems — it is an easy 
game for him. 


16 ... Nf6 

17 Qc2 Ng4 

Provoking some weakening. 
At the same time the knight is 
heading for f7. 

18 h3 Nh6 

19 Nf3 Nf7 

f7 is a very flexible position 

for the knight: it controls g5 
and can reach e5 or even g6 via 
h8. 

20 Nh4 Qf6 

21 Bg2 Rfc8 

Logical was 21 ... Rac8. In 
those days the variation was not 
explored so it was no wonder 
that both players wandered. 


22 

b5 

Rf8 

23 

Bd2 

Nbd8 

24 

Rb3 

Nh8 

25 

Ndl 

Ng6 

26 

Nxg6 

hxg6 

27 

f4 

Nf7 


In spite of some imprecision 
Black has achieved important 
strategic aims: he has blocked 
the Q-side, improved his pawn 
formation on the K-wing and, 
most importantly, has brought 
the knight from a5 into play. 
The knight’s manoeuvre should 
be remembered. 

28 Qcl Rae8 

29 Nf2 exf4 


30 Rxe8 Rxe8 

31 gxf4 


Otherwise e5 would be an 
ideal base for Black’s pieces. 


31 ... 

Qh4 

32 Re3 

Rf8 

33 Rf3 

Bd4 

34 Bc3 

Qf6 

35 Qd2 

Bxc3 

36 Qxc3 

Kg7 

37 a4 

a6 

Black can 

use another open 

file. 38 bxa6, naturally, loses to 

38 ... Qxc3 

and 39 ... Ra8. 

Gligoric proposed here 38 h4. 

38 KH2 

axb5 

39 axb5 

Ra8 

40 Bfl 

Ral 

41 Kg2 

Qxc3 

42 Rxc3 

g5 


This is why Gligoric thought 
38 h4 necessary. 

43 Be2 gxf4 

44 Nd3 Kf6 

45 h4 

Not 45 Nxf4 because of 
45 ... Ke5. 

45 ... f3+ 46 Kxf3 Ne5 + 47 
Kg3 Nxd3 48 Rxd3 Rgl+ 49 
Kf4 Rhl 50 Kg3 f4 + 51 Kxf4 
Rxh4 + 52 Kg3 Re4 53 Kf2 

Ke5 54 Rg3 Bf5 55 Bd3 Rf4 + 
56 Ke3 Rd4 57 Be2 Re4 + 58 
Kf2 Kd4 59 Ra3 
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59 Rd3 + fails to 59 ... Kxc4 
60 Rf3+- Rxe2 + etc. 

59 ... Rh4 

If 59 ... Rxe2 + then 

60 Kxe2 Kxc4 61 Ra8 

60 Bfl 

Or 60 Ra6 Rh2+ 61 Kel 
Be4. 


60 ... 

Rh6 

61 Kg3 

Be4 

62 Kf2 

Rf6 + 

63 Kgl 

Rf8 

64 Rh3 

Rf6 

65 Ra3 

Rh6 

66 Kf2 

Rh2 + 

67 Kg3 

Rhl 


Time trouble accounts for 
these mistakes. The bad king 
move should have been 
punished by 67 ... Rd2 and 
Bd3. 

68 Kf2 Rh6 69 Kgl Bc2 70 
Kf2 Rh8 71 Kgl Rd8 72 Kf2 
Rf8+ 73 Kgl Rf7 74 Rh3 Be4 
75 Ra3 Rf8 76 Rh3 Rf3 77 
Rh6 Bd3 78 Bxd3 Rxd3 79 
Rxd6 Kxc4 80 Rxb6 Rxd5 
81 Kf2 

Or 81 Rb8 Kd3 82 b6 c4 
83 b7 Rd7. 

81 ... Kd3 

82 Rc6 

Correct was 82 Kel c4 
83 Kdl Kc3 + 84 Kel Rh5 


85 Rd6 Rxb5 86 Rh6 or 84 ... 
Kb3 85 Rc6 c3 86 b6 Rh5 
87 Kdl etc. 

82 ... c4 

83 b6 c3 

Now it is too late — if 84 Kel 
then 84 ... Rb5. 

84 b7 Rb5. 

White resigned. 

GELLER-LANGEWEG 
Amsterdam 1970 

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 Nc3 Bg7 
4 g3 0-0 5 Bg2 d6 6 Nf3 c5 
7 0-0 Nc6 8 d5 Na5 9 Nd2 e5 
10 e4 

Letting the knight stay on a5 
is certainly more practical. 

10 ... Ne8 

10 ... Ng4 occurs in the 
following game. It is more 
active. 

11 b3 f5 

12 exf5 gxf5 

13 Bb2 Nf6 

13 ... a6 14 Qc2 Rb8 15 f4 
e4 16 Ndl is favourable for 
White. 

14 Qc2 Bd7 

15 Rael a6 

16 Ndl 


A typical and very useful 
manoeuvre. f5 is a weak point, 
so White puts pressure on it. 


16 ... b5 

17 Ne3 Nh5 
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Everything seems in order. 
The pawn is defended, 18 f4 is 
not so good, indeed, Black 
himself considers ... f4. 

Langeweg must have been sur¬ 
prised by what follows. 

18 Bf3 Qg5 

19 Bxh5 Qxh5 

20 14 

It comes out that White can 
do without his white-squared 
bishop and that pressure on e5 
and f5 becomes a decisive fac¬ 
tor. It is useful to remember the 
unhappy position of the knight 
on a5. At least now Black 
should play ... Nb7. 

20 ... b4 

21 fxe5 dxe5 


22 Ng2 Rae8 

23 Nf3 

This is a typical case of hang¬ 
ing pawns which have no 
defence and no dynamic poten¬ 
tial. 


23 ... 

f4 

24 gxf4 

exf4 

25 Bxg7 

Kxg7 

26 Rxe8 

Bxe8 

27 Qe4 

Nb7 

28 Qe7 + 

Qn 

29 Qxf7 + . 



Black resigned. 

GELLER-VELIMIROVIC 
Havana 1971 

1 Nf3 Nf6 2 d4 g6 3 c4 Bg7 
4 g3 0-0 5 Bg2 d6 6 0-0 c5 7 
Nc3 Nc6 8 d5 Na5 9 Nd2 e5 
10 e4 Ng4 

g4 is a more active position 
for the knight. If White plays h3 
it can be withdrawn to h6, 
whence it supports ... f5 and 
can if necessary, move to f7 
controlling the important 
squares e5 and g5. 

11 b3 f5 

12 exf5 e4 

This game will be the best 
comment on e4. The natural 
reaction was 12 ... gxf5, but 
Veiimirovc believed he could 
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profit on the long diagonal. 
After the proper move, 
12 ... gxf5 White would choose 
the standard plan, including 
Qc2, Bb2, h3, Rael Ndl and 
Ne3, or perhaps f4. As in all 
positions of this type Black will 
have to solve the problem of 
getting his knight on a5 back in¬ 
to play. 

13 f6 

It is certain Veiimirovic had 
considered this move, indeed, 
he wouldn’t have missed it, and 
he probably intended 13 ... 
Nxf6 14 Bb2 e3 15 fxe3 Ng4 
with a good game. But there is 
more to the position than meets 
the eye. 

13 ... Nxf6 



14 Ndxe4 

Nothing less than the sacrifice 
of a whole rook! The risks and 


consequences cannot be 
calculated but must be gauged 


intuitively. 


14 ... 

Nxe4 

15 Nxe4 

Bxal 

16 Bg5 

Bf6 

17 Nxf6 + 

Rxf6 

18 Qal 

Kf7 

19 Rel 



The critical situation. Black is 
a rook up and, at first sight, 
Geller’s sacrifice gives the 
impression of a madcap adven¬ 
ture. Then, a more thorough 
examination reveals some very 
concrete threats and indicates 
that Black has some lasting dif¬ 
ficulties. If White were to move 
he would play 20 Qc3 b6 
21 Re6 etc. 19 ... h6 20 Bxh6 
Bf5 loses to 21 Bg5 Rc8 22 g4 
Bxg4 23 Re4 Bf5 24 Rh4 etc. 

20 ... Qh8 does not help 
because of 21 Bg5 Bf5 (or 

21 ... Bd7 22 Re4 Rf5 
23 Re7 + Kg8 24 Qxh8 + and 
25 Bd2 or 22 ... Re8 23 Rxe8 
— not to mention 23 Rh4 — 
23 ... Bxe8 24 Bh3 b6 
25 Be6+ Ke7 26 Bc8) 22 Qc3 
b6 23 Re6. These variations are 
fully justified by the passivity of 
Velimirovic’s pieces. 

19 ... Rb8 

20 Re3 b6 


20 ... Bf5 21 h3 h5 and 
22 g4 wins again. 


21 

Rf3 

Bf5 

22 

g4 

Qh8 

23 

Bxf6 

Qxf6 

24 

Qxf 6 + 

Kxf6 

25 

gxf5 

gxf5 

26 

Re3 

Nb7 


Tantamount to resignation. 
Black should have played 
26 ... b5 (27 Re6+ Kg5 

28 cxb5 Rxb5 29 Rxd6 c4). 
After the text he is totally lost. 

27 Re6+ Kf7 28 Bf3 Rg8 + 

29 Kfl Kf8 30 Bh5 Rg5 31 
Re8 + Kg7 32 Re7 + Kh6 33 
Rxb7 Rxh5 34 Rxa7 Rxh2 
35 Rd7 Kg5 36 Rxd6 Kf4 37 
Ke2 b5 38 cxb5 Ke5 39 Rd7 
Rh4 40 a3 Rh3 41 f3 Kd4 42 
b6 Rh2 + 43 KelRhl + 44 Kf2 
Rh2 + 45 Kel Rhl+ 46 Kf2 
Rh2 + 47 Kg3 Rb2 48 b7 Rxb3 
49 a4 c4 50 a5 c3 51 a6 Rb6 
52 Rc7. Black resigned. 

CSOM-GH1TESCU 
Moscow 1977 


1 c4 

Nf6 

2 d4 

c5 

3 Nf3 

g6 

4 g3 

Bg7 

5 Bg2 

0-0 

6 Nc3 

d6 

7 0-0 

Nc6 


8 d5 Na5 

9 Nd2 a6 

Black starts his Q-side action. 
9 ... e5 is analysed in other 
games. 9 ... e6 was played in 
Petrosian-Gligoric, USSR v. 
Yugoslavia 1956, which con¬ 
tinued: 10 Qc2 exd5 11 cxd5 
Rb8 12 b3 b5 13 Bb2 Re8 
14 Rel Bf5 15 e4Bd7 16 a4 b4 
17 Nb5 Bxb5 18 axb5 Rxb5 
19 Bfl Rb8 20 Ra4 with clear 
advantage. 16 ... a6 is better, 
although 17 axb5 axb5 18 Ndl 
is still in White’s favour. 

10 Qc2 


On 10 a3 Black has 


10 ... Qc7. 


10 ... 

Rb8 

11 b3 

b5 

12 Bb2 

bxc4 

The alternatives are analysed 
in the game Spassky-Ivkov. 

13 bxc4 

Bh6 


Strong measures and active 
play are indispensable to keep 
the balance. For instance: 
13 ... Bd7 14 Rabl Qc7 15 e4 
Rb7 16 Bal Rfb8 17 Rxb7 
Rxb7 18 h3 Ne8 19 Ne2 and 
the exchange of the black- 
squared bishops followed by 
Ncl-Nd3 thwarts any action on 
the “b” file and prepares for a 
breakthrough in the centre. 
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14 f4 

In Bamberg 1968, playing 
against Toran, Petrosian under¬ 
took one of his complex 
manoeuvres, 14 Ncbl Bd7 

15 Bc3 e5 16 Na3, intending to 
occupy the “b” file, Toran’s 

16 ... Rb4 17 Bxb4 cxb4 
18 Nabl Qb6 19 Nb3 Nb7 
20 Nld2 Rc8 21 a3 failed to 
equalize and Kasparov’s 
18 ... Qc7 19 e3 Bf5 20 Ne4 
Bxe4 21 Bxe4 Nb7 22 Nd2 Nc5 
23 Bg2 Rb8 24 Rfbl a5 25 a3 
against Timman, Moscow 1981, 
was no improvement. However, 

15 ... e5 was an unnecessary 
loss of time and 15 ... Qc7 

16 h3 (if 16 Na3, then 
16 ... Rb4 followed by 17 Nb3 
Ba4 18 Qd3 Nxb3 19 Bxb4 Ncl 
gives Black a good game) 

16 ... Bg7 17 e4 reaches the 
point where Suetin recom¬ 
mended 17 ... e5, and Geller 

17 ... e6 18 f4 exd5 19 cxd5 c4 
20 Kh2 Rfe8 with counter¬ 
chances. 

14 ... e5 

14 ... Ng4 15 Ndl leads 
nowhere. 

15 dxe6 

A belief in natural moves 
makes it difficult to understand 
the continuation long in vogue 
- 15 Rael exf4 16 gxf4 Nh5 


17 e3 Bg7 18 Ndl Bf5 w 7 here 

19 e4 loses to 19 ... Rxb2 

20 Nxb2 Bd4+ followed 
by ... Qh4 while 19 Be4 Bxb2 
20 Nxb2 Qf6 is quite satis¬ 
factory for Black. 

15 ... Bxe6 

For 15 ... fxe6 see the next 
game. 

16 Nd5 
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Once again the most natural 
reaction as Black’s bishop has 
left the long diagonal. 

16 ... Bxd5 

17 cxd5 Ng4 

Against Portisch in Bugojno 
1978, Timman tried to improve 
on this and chose 17 ... Bg7 but 
after 18 Bc3 Re8 19 e4 Nd7 
20 Bxg7 Kxg7 21 Qc3+ Kg8 
22 Rabl Qc7 23 Bh3 he had the 
worse of it. 


18 Bc3 

This must have come as a sur¬ 
prise to Black. Of course, 

18 Qc3 would have met with 
18 .. Rxb2. 

18 ... Ne3 

19 Qa4 Rb5 

Withdrawing the knight to b7 
is not attractive, but the text has 
its disadvantages, too. 

20 Rfbl Bg7 

21 Bxg7 Rxbl + 

22 Rxbl Kxg7 

23 Qa3 

White has to get rid of the 
nuisance on e3. 

23 ... Re8 

On 23 ... Nxg2 24 Kxg2 Re8 
Csom planned 25 Qd3. 


24 

Be4 

Ng4 

25 

Bf3 

Ne3 

26 

Be4 

Ng4 

27 

h3 

Nf6 

28 

Bf3 

Nd7 

29 

Qc3 + 

Kg8 

30 

Ne4 

Qc7 

31 

h4 

h5 

32 

* 

OTQ 

Rb8 


Now Black’s difficult 
position becomes untenable. 

33 Rxb8+ Nxb8 

34 Nf6 + Kf8 

35 f5 Nb7 


36 Qe3 

c4 

37 Qh6 + 

Ke7 

38 fxg6 

fxg6 

39 Qg7 + 

Kd8 


and Black resigned. 

PORTISCH-VAN DER 

STERREN 

Wijk aan Zee 1978 


1 Nf3 Nf6 2 g3 g6 3 Bg2 Bg7 
4 c4 0-0 5 d4 d6 6 Nc3 Nc6 7 
0-0 a6 8 d5 Na5 9 Nd2 c5 10 
Qc2 Rb8 11 b3 b5 12 Bb2 Bh6 
13 f4 bxc4 14 bxc4 e5 15 dxe6 
fxe6 

This was the first important 
game in this variation. 

16 Nce4 

The position of Black’s 
black-squared bishop invites 
this move. 

16 ... Ng4 

Some commentators pro¬ 
posed 16 Nxe4 as better. It is 
evident from the further course 
of the game that Black did not 
notice White’s next move ... 

(see following diagram) 

17 Nb3 

Since 17 ... Ne3 18 Qc3 is 
out of the question, Black is in 
difficulties. 
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17 ... 

Nxb3 

18 axb3 

Bg7 

18 ... Ne3 

19 Qc3 is 

more than Black can cope 

19 Bxg7 

Kxg7 

20 Qc3 + 

Kg8 

21 Rfdl 

Bb7 

Or 21 ... Qb6 22 h3 etc, 

22 Rxd6 

Qe7 

23 Radi 

Rfd8 

24 Rxd8 + 

Rxd8 

25 Rxd8 + 

Qxd8 

26 Nd2 

Bxg2 

27 Kxg2. 



Black resigned. 


SPASSKY-IVKOV 
Santa Monica 1966 


1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 Nf3 Bg7 
4 g3 0-0 5 Bg2 d6 6 0-0 Nc6 
7 Nc3 a6 8 d5 Na5 9 Nd2 c5 10 
Qc2 Rb8 11 b3 b5 12 Bb2 e6 


Black refrains from taking on 
c4 and tries to break the pawn 
chain which keeps his knight 
out of play. 

13 dxe6 is not dangerous for 
Black, so it is necessary to 
examine yet another alternative 
— 12 ... e5, inaugurating action 
on the K~wing. Boleslavsky 
recommended 13 Ndl Nh5 
14 e3 f5 15 f4, but White’s 
advantage is small. Weaker is 
13 e4 Nh5 14 Rael Bh6 fol¬ 
lowed by ... f5. After 13 Rael 
Black’s best choice is 

13 ... Nh5, while 13 ... Ng4 

14 e4 f5 15 exf5 gxf5 16 Ndl 
Rb7 17 f3 Nf6 18 f4 was 
advantageous to White, 
Spassky-Byrne, San Juan 1969. 

13 Rabl 

After 13 dxe6 Black should 
be aware of the necessity to 
retake with the pawn. Namely, 
after 13 ... Bxe6 14 cxb5 axb5 

15 Radi Bf5 16 Nde4 Black is 
in trouble. But 13 ... fxe6 
14 cxb5 axb5 15 Nce4 Nxe4 
(15 ... Bb7 is not so good) 

16 Nxe4 Bxb2 17 Qxb2 Bb7 
gives equal play. The move 
chosen by Spassky is consistent 
with the idea of keeping the 
knight at a5 out of play. White 
maintains the pawn chain and at 
the same time opposes Black’s 
pressure on the <4 b” file. 


13 ... Re8 

13 ... exd5 14 Nxd5 Nxd5 

15 cxd5 as well as 13 ... bxc4 
14 bxc4 exd5 35 Nxd5 Nxd5 

16 Bxd5 does not activate the 
knight on a5. 

14 e4 Bd7 

14 ... exd5 15 cxd5, once 
again keeps the knight out of 
play. 

15 Rfel Bh6 

After the game players were 
of the opinion that ... Ng4 with 
or without ... bxc4 was better. 
White would continue Ndl with 
a favourable position. 

16 dxe6 

The capture is made now 
because Black has weakened his 
long diagonal and also because 
White gets d5 for his knight, 
16 ...fxe6 being out of question 
owing to 17 e5. 

16 ... Bxe6 

17 Nd5 Bg7 

18 Nxf6 + 

The course of the game shows 
that Spassky was depending 
upon his twentieth move. 
Otherwise he would have played 
18 Ne3, as proposed by Geller. 

18 ... Bxf6 

19 Bxf6 Qxf6 

20 e5 



20 ... Bf5 

Ivkov finds the only move. 
20 ... dxe5 21 Qc3 b4 22 Ne4 
Qg7 23 Qf3 is evidently 
favourable for White. 

21 exf6 Rxc2 

22 Rael Bf5 

23 Bd5 h6 

24 Ne4 

24 f3 was proposed as a win¬ 
ning move, but Black would 
fight on with 24 ... bxc4 
25 bxc4 Be6. 

24 ... Bxe4 

25 Rxe4 Rxe4 

26 Bxe4 Rc8 

Finally the knight will join 
the struggle. 

27 Kfl 

Or 27 Rdl bxc4 28 Rxd6 
cxb3 29 Rxa6 b2 30 Rxa5 Re8 
with a draw in sight. 
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27 ... Nc6 

28 Rel bxc4 

29 bxc4 Ne5 

30 Bd5 Rf8. 

Drawn, 

After 31 Rbl Nd7 32 Rb7 
Nxf6 33 Bf3 White is still 
somewhat better. 


IV 

PETROSIAN-GLIGORIC 
Moscow 1967 


1 c4 

§6 

2 d4 

Nf6 

3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 g3 

c5 

5 d5 

d6 

6 Bg2 

7 Nf3 

0-0 


This position can be reached 
by a different order of moves. 
Its characteristic is the pawn 
formation in the centre. 
Countering ... c5 with d5, 
White prevents the natural 
development of Black’s knight. 
The pawn structure determines 
further plans: White will try to 
prepare the central thrust e5, 
Black to carry out ... b5 
and ... e6. 

7 ... Na6 



On very rare occasions 
7 ... Bf5 has been tried here. In 
Osnos-Geller, Tbilisi 1967, 
White obtained a clear advan¬ 
tage with 8 0-0 Ne4 9 Nxe4 
Bxe4 10 Bh3 Bxf3 11 exf3 Nd7 
12 Qe2 Re8 13 f4 a6 14 a4 Rb8 
15 Ra3 Nf6 16 g4, but the 
sharp 8 Nh4 Bd7 9 0-0 Na6 
10 e4 Rb8 11 f4 is also difficult 
to meet. 

Equally rare is 7 ... a6 
leading, after 8 a4 Nbd7 9 0-0 
Re8 10 e4 Qc7 11 Rel, into a 
passive position. Somewhat bet¬ 
ter, but not enough, is 9 ... Rb8 
10 Rel Ne8 intending ... Nc7, 

a5 and ... b5 with some 
breathing space. 

8 0-0 Nc7 

9 a4 

The necessity for this move 
became apparent after the game 
Potugayevsky-Matulovic, USSR 


v. Yugoslavia 1964, which con¬ 
tinued: 9 Bf4 b5 10 cxb5 Rb8 

11 a4 a6 12 bxa6 (12 e4 was 
better) ... Rxb2 13 a7 Bb7 
14 Nel Rb6 15 Nc2 Qa8 16 e4 
Nd7. 

It is also noticeable that 
White has no time for 9 h3 
because Black reacts 

immediately by preparing 
... b5. Najdorf-Petrosian, Santa 
Monica 1966, continued: 
9 ... Rb8 10 a4 b6 11 e4 a6 

12 e5 Nd7 with equality. 

9 e4 allows 9 ... Bg4 and 
then 10 h3 Bxf3 11 Qxf3 Rb8 
12 a4 a6 13 Qe2 e6 in 
Matanovic-Korchnoi, Yugo¬ 
slavia v. USSR 1961, did not 
yield any advantage. 

There is more sense in 9 Nd2 
which is directed against ... e6 
or ... e5. Reshevsky-Bole- 
slavsky, Candidates 1953, went 
9 ... Rb8 10 a4 e5 11 dxe6 
Bxe6 12 Nde4 Nxe4 13 Nxe4 
Bxc4 14 Bg5 with White hold¬ 
ing the initiative. But Black can 
do without ... e6 or can carry it 
out at a more propitious 
moment. For example, 9 ... 
Rb8 10 a4 (otherwise 10 ... b5 
follows) ... b6 (10 ... a6 11 a5 
Nd7 12 Qc2 b5 13 axb6 Nxb6 
14 b3 is somewhat passive.) and 
11 Nb5a6 12 Na7 Bd7isnotas 
dangerous as it looks. 

9 ... Rb8 


10 Nel 

The knight is heading for d3 
whence it defends the point b2, 
controls b4 and supports e4-e5. 
However the plan is rather slow. 

10 ... b6 

Korchnoi-Gligoric, USSR v 
Yugoslavia, Rijeka 1963, 
reached the same position and 
Gligoric chose 10 ... e6 but 
after 11 dxe6 Bxe6 12 Bf4 Nfe8 
13 Qb3 Bd7 14 Nd3 Ne6 
15 Bd2 Nf6 16 Nf4 he was 
strategically lost. 

11 Rbl a6 

12 Nc2 

Inconsistent. Having played 
11 Rbl, White should have 
proceeded with 12 b4. 

12 ... b5 

Black has carried out his 

strategic plan; White has lost 

the opening duel. 

13 axb5 axb5 

14 Ne3 

(see following diagram) 

Unnatural moves are usually 
bad and this is not an exception. 
The only rational reaction here 
was 14 cxb5 Nxb5 15 Nxb5 
Rxb5 16 Bd2. 

14 ... Ng4 
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Very good indeed! Black is 
not forced into ... b4 and White 
will not succeed in transferring 
his knight to c4. 

15 Nxg4 Bxg4 

16 Qd3 bxc4 

17 Qxc4 Rb4 

18 Qd3 Qd7 

Making possible ... Rfb8 and 
increasing the pressure on the 
“b” pawn. 

19 Ral Rfb8 

20 Ra7 Qd8 

21 h3 Bd7 

22 Ra2 

No clever moves are available 
here. 

22 ... Nb5 

A typical manoeuvre. Black is 
inviting the exchange of 
knights, after which the 
pressure on the “b” pawn can 


be maximised. At the same time 
he is planning ... Nd4. 

23 Rel Rb3 

24 Bd2 Nd4 

25 e3 Bf5 

26 e4 Bd7 

Now the knight’s dominant 
position has been secured. 

27 Bel Bb5 

28 Qdl Bc4 

An instructive process. 
29 Ra4 does not work because 
of 29 ... Rxc3. 

29 Ral R3b4 

30 Ra3 Bb3 

31 Qd2 Qb6 

He could have played 
31 ... Nc2 as well. There are 
many roads leading to victory. 

32 Bhl Rc4 

33 e5 

Desperation. ... Nc2 cannot 
be averted. 

33 ... dxe5 

34 d6 Qxd6 

35 Ra7 Nc2 

36 Nd5 Rd4 

37 Nxe7+ Kh8 

38 Qa5 Nxel. 

White resigned. 

KORCHNOl-OLIGORIC 
Buenos Aires 1960 

1 c4 g6 2 d4 Nf6 3 g3 Bg7 4 
Bg2 0-0 5 Nc3 d6 6 Nf3 c5 
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7 d5 Na6 8 0-0 Nc7 9 a4 Rb8 
10 Bf4 

Among many alternatives this 
is the most logical. It prevents 
... e6 and at the same time it 
prepares e4-e5. 

10 ... a6 

10 ... Nh5 11 Bd2 e5 is 
irrational since after 12 e4 there 
is no action on the K-side, and 
12 ... b6 13 Nel a6 14 Nc2 b5 
was punished by 15 b4, 
Najdorf-Jimenez, Havana 
1962. 11 ... b6 would be better, 
but in any case White’s bishop 
is well placed on d2. 

11 a5 b5 

12 axb6 Rxb6 

As the '‘a” pawn is well 

defended, it appears that by 
opening the “b” file Black has 
done a perfect job, but his 
position is not as comfortable as 
it appears and requires great 
precision. 

13 Ra2 

Several alternatives have been 
tried here. 13 b3 is simple logic 
where 13 ... Bd7 14 Ra3 Qb8 
15 e4 e5 16 Bd2 Qb7 17 Na2, 
Korchnoi-Bertok, USSR v. 
Yugoslavia 1961, does not 
satisfy. 13 ... Nh5 14 Bd2 e6 
15 dxe6 Bxe6 16 Ng5 is also 
better for White. 13 ...e5 is the 


proper answer. After 14 dxe6 
Nxe6 15 Na4 Nxf4 16 Nxb6 
Qxb6 17 gxf4 Nh5 offers good 
counter-chances. 15 Be3 

preserves only a minimal advan¬ 
tage. 

Another line is 13 Na4 Rb8 
(but not 13 ... Rb4 14 Bd2 Rb8 
— or 14 ... Rxc4 15 Nb6 — 
15 Ba5, Marovic-Bukic, 1961) 

14 Ra3 Bd7 15 b3 Qc8 16 Nel 
Bh3. Here 14 Nel is preferable 
as in Marovic-Kraidman, 
Amsterdam 1972. 

13 ... Re8 

The best. It’s very easy to slip 
here. 13 ... e5 14 dxe6 Nxe6 
does not work because of 

15 Na4 Nxf4 16 Nxb6 while 
14 ... Bxe6 15 b3 leads into dif¬ 
ficulties. 13 ... Bf5 played by 
Uhlmann against Korchnoi, 
Moscow 1967, was refuted by 
14 Nel Qb8 15 e4 Bg4 16 f3 
Bd7 17 Nd3. 

14 b3 e5 

15 dxe6 Nxe6 

16 Na4 

In answer to 16 Bd2 the reply 
is 16 ... d5. 

16 ... Nxf4 

17 Nxb6 Qxb6 

18 gxf4 Ne4 

19 Qd3 
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Black is the exchange down 
but his pieces are active and his 
bishop pair strong. Subsequent 
analysis found that 19 ... Bf5 
20 Nh4 Nc3 21 Nxf5 Nxa2 
gives White only a minimal 
advantage. 

19 ... Nc3 

20 Rd2 d5 

Bad. Correct was 20 ... Bf5. 

21 cxd5 Bf5 

22 e4 

Perhaps Gligoric underrated 
the strength of this move. On 
22 ... Rxe4 23 Nh4 Rxf4 
24 Nxf5 Rxf5 25 d6 Bd4 26 d7 
Qd8 27 b4 wins. More com¬ 
plicated is 22 ... Bxe4 23 Qe3 
Bd4 24 Nxd4 cxd4 25 Qel 
(Korchnoi). 

22 ... Nxe4 

23 Re2 

The threat is 24 Ne5 and 
Black can do nothing about it. 


23 ... Bf8 

24 Ne5 Nxf2 

25 Qf3 Nd3 

The last trick if 26 Nxd3 
Rxe2. 

26 Nc4 Qxb3 27 Rxe8 Qxc4 
28 Qe3 Kg7 29 Rd8 Qb4 30 
Khl Qb6 31 Qe8 Bd6 32 Qh8 + 
Kh6 33 Qf6 Bc7 34 Qxb6 Bxb6 
35 Rd6 Bc7 36 Rxa6 Bxf4 37 
Ra4 Be5 38 Rxf5 gxf5 39 d6 
Bf6 40 d7 Kg7 41 Ra8. Black 
resigned. 


MAROVIC-KAPLAN 
Malaga 1968 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 

c5 

3 d5 


4 Nc3 

66 

5 Nf3 

Bg7 

6 g3 

0-0 

7 Bg2 

Na6 

8 0-0 

Nc7 

9 a4 



The knight has been transfer¬ 
red to c7 because there it sup¬ 
ports the freeing moves ... b5 
and ... e6. Now ... b5 is pre¬ 
vented for the time being, while 
9 ... e6 10 e4 exd5 11 cxd5 
transposes into the Benoni. 
9 ... e6 10 dxe6 Bxe6 11 Bf4 is 
not dangerous for Black owing 


to 11 ... Bxc4 12 Bxd6 Re8 
13 Bxc5 Nfd5. 

9 ... Rb8 

10 Bf4 b6 

11 e4 

White has no time to prepare 
e4-e5 with 11 h3 because Black 
reacts with 11 ... a6 12 e4 b5 
13 e5 Nfe8. 

11 ... a6 

Black has chosen an active 
continuation, preparing for 
b5. 11... Bg4 12 h3 would 

leave him in a passive position. 

12 e5 Nh5 

Enclopaedia of Chess Open¬ 
ings assesses 12 ... Nfe8 13 Rel 
as equal. In practice, White has 
the better of it. 


13 Be3 dxe5 
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This is a mistake. 13 ... Bg4 
14 h3 is in White’s favour but 


in Marovic-Eising, IBM Tour¬ 
nament Amsterdam 1972, Black 
found the better move 13 ... a5. 
Encyiopaedia of Chess Open¬ 
ings recommends 13 ... b5 but 
this is not particularly appeal¬ 
ing. 

14 a5 

This was White’s idea: 
sacrificing the pawn to block 
the long diagonal and shatter 
Black’s pawn structure. 


14 ... 

Na8 

After 14 ... b5 

White would 

have continued 
16 Nd2. 

15 Bxc5 bxc4 

15 Nd2 

Bd7 

On 15 ... Qc7 

White would 

have played 16 Na4 f5 17 b4. 

16 axb6 

Qxb6 

17 Nce4 

Rfc8 

After 17 ... Qxb2 White wins 
both the “c” and “a” pawns, 
while the text allows a little 

combination. 


18 Nxc5 

Rxc5 

19 Ne4 

Rbc8 

20 Nxc5 

Rxc5 

21 b4 

Qxb4 

22 Rbl 

Qa3 

23 Bxc5 

Qxc5 

24 Rb8 + 

Bf8 

25 Rxa8 

26 Qal 

Qxc4 

Black resigned. 
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VAGANIAN-VELIMIROVIC 
USSR v. Yugoslavia 1972 


1 (14 

Nf6 

2 c4 

c5 

3 d5 


4 Nc3 

Bg7 

5 g3 

0-0 

6 Bg2 

d6 

7 Nf3 

e6 



It is important to note that if, 
instead of Nc3, White had 
castled, this attempt to 
transpose into Benoni positions 
by playing ... exd5 does not 
work. In Korchnoi- 
Velimirovic, USSR v, 
Yugoslavia 1966, White refuted 
the idea by the simple 8 dxe6 
Bxe6 9 Ng5 Bxc4 10 Bxb7 
Nbd7 11 Na3 (That is the point. 
The white-squared bishop has 
nowhere to go and after its 
exchange it is not dangerous to 


take the rook on a8) 11 ... Rb8 
12 Nxc4 Rxb7 13 Nxd6 Rb4 

14 Qc2 h6 15 Nf3 Qe7 16 a3 
and Black is lost. 

Often, instead of 7 ... e6, 
Black chooses 7 ... e5. In that 
event the best choice for White 
is to accept the blocking of the 
centre. Marovic-Velimirovic, 
Yugoslav Championship 1963, 
continued 8 0-0 Na6 (if 

8 ... Ne8 9 e4 Bg4, then 
10 Qd3 Bxf3 11 Qxf3 f5 

12 Bh3; more logical is 8 ... a6 

9 a4 Ne8) 9 e4 Nc7 (after 
9 ... Ne8 there is 10 a3 and the 
manoeuvre Nel-Nd3). 

10 a3 Rb8 11 b4 Nd7 12 Be3 
b6 13 Qd2 a6 14 Nel b5 

15 cxb5 cxb4 16 axb4 Nxb5 
17 Nxb5 axb5 18 Nd3 and 
Black was strategically lost. 
Black should not play on the 
Q-side, but should aim to carry 
out ... f5 and in that sense the 
game against Velimirovic is very 
instructive. Correct was 

13 ... Nfe8 followed by ... f5. 

8 dxe6 

Some players would rather 
choose 8 0-0 and after 
8 ... exd5 9 cxd5 play the well 
known Benoni position. 

8 4.. Bxe6 

8 ... fxe6 is too passive. 
Besides, after 9 0-0 Nc6 


10 Ng5 followed by Nge4 Black 
will face serious problems. 

9 Ng5 Bxc4 

9 ... Nc6 is also possible but 
certainly worse. 

10 Bxb7 Nbd7 

11 Qxd6 

Velimirovic will prove that 
this move is highly dubious. If 
White has chosen 8 dxe6, then 
he should take the next logical 
step — the capture on a8. 
Naturally, after 11 Bxa8 Qxa8 
12 0-0 d5 Black’s bishop pair, 
his other active pieces and the 
constant weakness of White’s 
king give Black at least equal 
chances. After 13 Qc2 Re8 

14 f3 Ba6 15 a4Qc616 Nb5 h6 

17 Nh3 Qb6 18 Rel Bb7 Black 
was quite happy with his 
position, Ilijc-Marovic, 

Yugoslav Team Championship 
1971. 13 b3 Ba6 14 Bb2 d4 

15 Na4 Re8 is not better. Black 
gets too much for the exchange. 
Objectively, the position is 
about equal, but it’s easier to 
play Black. 

11 ... h6 

(see following diagram) 

An important discovery. In 
Marovic-Bednarski, Marianske 
Lazne Student Team Cham¬ 
pionship 1962. Black played 



11 ... Rb8 12 Bg2 Re8 13 0-0 
Qa5 but after 14 Qdl he did not 
prove that the sacrifice was cor¬ 
rect. The text is based on the 
tactical possibility 12 Bxa8 
Qxa8 13 Nf3 Ne4, while after 

12 Nh3 Rb8 13 Bg2 Re8 
14 0-0 g5 Black’s pressure is 
unbearable. 


12 Nge4 

13 Bxe4 

Nxe4 

On 13 Nxe4 

Velimirovic 

pointed out 13 .. 

Rb8 14 Bc6 

Ne5 15 Qxd8 Rxd8 16 Ba4 Bd5 

17 f3 Nc4. 


13 ... 

Re8 

14 0-0 

Bxc3 

15 Bxa8 

Be5 

16 Qdl 

Qxa8 

17 Qxd7 

Bd4 


All forced. The threat is 
now ... Be6-Bh3 and mate. 

18 e3 Bxf l 

19 Kxfl Bf6 
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20 Qa4 Qhl + 

21 Ke2 Re5 

22 Qdl Qxh2 

With equal material Black’s 
positional advantage is decisive. 

23 Bd2 Rf5 24 Qgl Qh3 25 
Rcl Qg4 + 26 Kel Qf3 27 Rc4 
Bxb2 28 g4 Rc5 29 Qh2 Qd5 30 
Rc3 Re8 31 Qxh6 Rd8 32 Rc2 
Bc3, White resigned. 

KORCHNOI-FISCHER 
Candidates 1962 


1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 

3 g3 Bg7 

4 Bg2 0-0 

5 Nc3 d6 

6 Nf3 Nc6 

The most modern treatment 
of the fianchetto variation. 
Before he undertakes an action 
on the Q-side or in the centre 
Black develops his queen’s 
knight, increasing his influence 
on the centre. He is not afraid 
of 7 d5 when 7 ... Na5 8 Nd2 
c5 transposes into another well- 
known system, but he also has 
at his disposal the stronger 

8 ... c6 9 0-0 cxd5 10 cxd5 Bd7 
where 11 b4 fails to 11 ... Qc7 
while 9 b4 would be met by 

9 ... Nxd5 and 9 dxc6 bxc6 

10 b4 by 10 ... Nxc4 11 Nxc4 


Nxd5. However, if the opening 
moves had been played in a dif¬ 
ferent order so that White could 
have castled instead of playing 
Nc3 then 7 d5 Na5 8 Nfd2 
forces Black into 8 ... c5 since 
8 ... c6 9 a3 (proposed by 
Yudovich) ... cxd5 10 cxd5 Ng4 
11 Ra2 Ne5 12 b3 Bf5 13 Bb2 
Rc8 14 Bd4 gives White a clear 
advantage. 


7 0-0 e5 



Among the variations at 
Black’s disposal, this is the most 
logical and consistent con¬ 
tinuation. It is the old story — 
Black is provoking d5; he 
prefers a blocked centre. 

8 d5 

8 dxe5 simplifies the play and 
gives no advantage. For exam¬ 
ple, 8 ... dxe5 9 Bg5 Be6 

10 Qa4 (or 10 Nd5 Bxd5 

11 Bxf6 Qxf6 12 cxd5 Ne7 
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13 e4 c6 14 Qb3 cxd5 15 exd5 
Nf5) ... h6 11 Rfdl Qc8 
12 Bxf6 Bxf6 13 Nd5 Bd8. 
Equally good for Black is 
8 ... Nxe5 9 Nxe5 dxe5 

10 Qxd8 (or 10 Bg5 Qxdl 

11 Raxdl c6, Donner-Fischer, 
Zurich 1959) ... Rxd8 11 Bg5 
Rd4 12 Nd5 Nxd5 13 cxd5 e4 

14 Rfdl Bf5 (weaker is 

14 ... Rxdl + 15 Rxdl Bxb2 

16 Bxe4 and White stands bet¬ 
ter, Krogius-Liberzon, USSR 
Championship 1967) with a 
balanced position, Larsen- 
Uhlmann Wageningen 1957. 

8 ... Ne7 


As 9 ... dxc5 10 Nxe5 Nfxd5 
11 Nxd5 Nxd5 12 Nxf7 or 

11 ... Bxe5 12 Bg5 evidently 
favours White, Korchnoi de¬ 
cided to open the “c” file. 

9 ... Nd7 

There are several alternatives 
here and the best is 9 ... Ne8. 

9 ... b5 tried in Vukic- 
Nicevski, Yugoslav Champion¬ 
ship 1975, was refuted by 

10 Nxb5 Nxed5 11 e4 Ba6 

12 Qa4 Bxb5 13 Qxb5 Rb8 
14 Qe2. In Marovic-Lakic, 
Banjaluka 1976, Black tried 
9 ... e4 but after 10 Ng5 dxc5 

11 Ngxe4 Nfxd5 12 Nxd5 Nxd5 

13 Bg5 f6 14 Nxf6+ etc, 


White’s ending was much the 
superior. 

10 cxd6 cxd6 

11 a4 

A useful move on the Q-side 
and at the same time a waiting 
move, expecting 11 .. f5 
12 Ng5. 

11 ... Nc5 

11 ... a5 12 Nd2 Nb6 13 e4 
Bd7 14 b3 intending Ba3 is bet¬ 
ter for White. Now 12 b4 does 
not work because of 12 ... e4. 

12 Nd2 b6 

Passive, but on 12 ... a5 there 
is the simple 13 Nc4 and 
14 Nb5. 

13 b4 Nb7 

14 Qb3 Bd7 

15 Ba3 a6 

16 Nc4 

Provoking ... b5 thereby fur¬ 
ther weakening Black’s 
position. 

16 ... b5 

17 Nd2 Qb6 

18 Bb2 f5 

19 Ra3 

(see following diagram) 

Hitting Black where he is 
weak. Doubled rooks on the 
“a” file will apply more 
pressure. 
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19 ... Bh6 


19 ... e4 20 e3 Rac8 21 Rfal 
Nd8 was proposed as better. 

20 e3 Rac8 

21 axb5 axb5 

22 Qa2 Bg7 

23 Ral e4 

24 Bfl 

Black has been outplayed. 
The end should be very near. 

24 ... Nd8 

25 Ra6 Qb8 

26 Ra7 Rc7 

27 Rxc7 Qxc7 

28 Nxb5 Bxb5 

29 Bxb5 Nf7 

30 Bxg7 Kxg7 

31 Bc6 

The first mistake. 31 Qb2 + 
Ne5 32 Rcl followed by Bc6 
wins. 

31 ... Nxc6 

32 Rcl 


An awful error, losing a 
beautifully constructed game. 

32 ... Qa7 33 Qxa7 N\a7 34 
Rc7 Nb5 35 Rb7 Nc3 36 Nc4 
Kf6 37 b5 Ne5 38 Nxd6 Rd8 39 
Rb6 Kg5 40 Ra6 Nxd5 41 b6 
Nb4 42 Ra4 Rxd6 43 Rxb4 
Rdl + 44 Kg2 Nf3. White 

resigned. 


IVKOV-UJTUMEN 
Interzonal 1970 

1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 

3 Nc3 Bg7 

4 g3 0-0 

5 Bg2 d6 

6 Nf3 Nc6 

7 0-0 e5 

8 d5 Ne7 

9 c5 Ne8 

The previous game 
demonstrated that 9 ... Nd7 
followed later by ... Nc5 
exposed Black’s knight. On e8 it 
is better posted, defending d6 
and allowing natural counter¬ 
action on the K-side. 

10 cxd6 Nxd6 

(see following diagram) 

The alternative 10 ... cxd6 
brought more success to White. 
In Sarajevo 1969 Korchnoi- 
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Bogdanovic went: 11 e4 h6 
12 a4 f5 13 exf5 gxf5 14 a5 
Nc7 15 Nel Bd7 16 Qb3 a6 
17 f4 e4 18 Nc2 Nb5 19 Be3 
and White had the better of it. 
The simple 11 Qb3 h6 12 e4 (or 
12 Nd2 f5 13 Nc4 f4 14 Ne4 
Nf5 15 Bd2 Nd4 16 Qd3 Bf5 
17 Bc3 where White’s position 
is preferable.) ... f5 13 exf5 
gxf5 14 Nd2 Ng6 15 Nc4 Rf7 
16 a4, Vaganian-Stein, USSR 
Championship 1970, yields the 
usual opening advantage to 
White. 

11 e4 c6 

This is dubious. Black should 
prepare ... c6 with 11 ... h6 (it 
is necessary to control the 
square g5) or choose 11 ... Bd7 
12 Qb3 c5 13 Nd2 b6 14 f4 f6 
15 Nc4 Nec8 as in Botterill- 
Moles 1970/71. 

12 dxc6 Nxc6 

13 Bg5 


By provoking ... f6 White 
weakens Black’s pressure on d4. 

13 ... f6 

14 Be3 Nc4 

15 Bc5 Qxdl 

The exchange will not help 
Black. 

16 Rfxdl Rd8 

17 Rxd8 Nxd8 

18 Bfl 

The ending is advantageous 
to White. 

18 ... Na5 

19 Nb5 Bg4 

20 Nd2 b6 

This weakens the position 
hopelessly. 

21 Be3 Bf8 

22 Rcl Be7 

23 Rc7 Nac6 

24 Bc4+ Kf8 

25 f3 Bh3 

26 g4 

It is strange that both players 
overlooked 26 Rxc6 Nxc6 
27 Nc7 threatening 28 Bh6 
mate. 

26 ... f5 

27 Bh6+ Ke8 

28 Bd5 a6 

29 Nc3 Bc5 + 

The final error. Ujtumen 
could have played 29 ... Ra7 
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and if 30 Bxc6+ Nxc6 31 Rxc6 
then Kd7. The text loses easily. 

30 Khl Ra7 

31 Bxc6 + Nxc6 

32 Rxc6 fxg4 

33 Nd5 Rf7 

34 Rf6 gxf3 

35 Nxf3 Rd7 

36 Nxe5 Rd8 

37 Rf3 Be6 

38 Nc7 + . 

Black resigned. 


GELLER-UHLMANN 
Interzonal 1962 


1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 

3 g3 Bg7 

4 Bg2 d6 

5 Nf3 0-0 

6 0-0 Nc6 

7 Nc3 e5 

8 d5 Ne7 

9 e4 

Sooner or later this cannot be 
avoided and so the standard 
position of the system is 
reached. Strategically it is 
simple: Black has to carry 
out ... f5. Different lines arise 
depending on which knight 
move is chosen. 



The other standard con¬ 
tinuation, 9 ... Nd7, is given in 
the next game. 9 ... Nh5 is 
illogical because it makes ... f5 
difficult. 9 ... c5, played by 
Petrosian against Panno in the 
Interzonal 1958, is disadvan¬ 
tageous to Black after the 
simple 10 Nel Ne8 (or 
10 ... Nd7) 11 Nd3 f5 12 f4 
and whichever way Black 
releases the tension in the centre 
the initiative belongs to White. 

9 ... c6 10 Nel cxd5 11 cxd5 
Nd7 12 Nd3 f5 13 Qb3, Oeller- 
Lombardy, Monte Carlo 1967, 
was advantageous to White (if 
13 ... Nf6 then 14 Nxe5). 

10 b4 

10 Nel allows the immediate 

10 ... f5 11 Nd3 Nf6 and 12 f3 
h6 13 Be3 g5 14 exf5 Nxf5 
15 Qd2 was somewhat better 
for White, Petrosian-Benko, 


9 ... 


Ne8 
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Candidates 1959. However, 
12 ... h5 comes into con¬ 
sideration, too. 13 Bg5 is met 
by 13 ... Nh7 14 Bd2 h4 as in 
Unzicker-Uhlmann, Olympiad 
1958. In case of 11 exf5 gxf5 
12 f4 the best is 12 ... Ng6. The 
text prepares c5 and waits 
for ... f5 when Ng5 is possible. 

10 ... f5 

The alternative 10 ... h6 has 
also been played frequently. 
While 10 ... f5 allows 11 Ng5, 

10 ... h6 weakens the square g6. 
Black starts to feel it after 

11 Bb2 (but not 11 Nel f5 

12 Nd3 f4 13 c5 g5 14 g4 h5 

15 h3 Ng6 16 f3 Nh4, Bertok- 
Uhlmann, Interzonal 1962) 
... f5 12 exf5 gxf5 13 Nh4 Nf6 
14 f4 or, according to an 
analysis by Boleslavsky, 13 ... 
Bf6 14 f4 Bxh4 15 gxh4 Ng6 

16 fxe5 dxe5 17 h5 Nh4 
18 Khl or 16 ... Nxe5 17 Qd4 s 
both in White’s favour. 

10 ... a5 11 bxa5 Rxa5 12 a4 
cannot be better on principle. 
The Q-wing is White’s field of 
action, so Black should not 
advance pawns on that side. 

11 Ng5 

Master practice has never 
made clear whether 11 exf5 is 
more accurate. 

11 ... h6 


Unnecessary and therefore 
weak. Black improved on this in 
Marovic-Uhlmann, Zagreb 
1970, where 11 ... Nf6 12 Ne6 
Bxe6 13 dxe6 Nxe4 gave him 
equal play. 


12 Ne6 Bxe6 

13 dxe6 c6 

14 c5 



Black can capture the pawn 
on e6 but in the meantime 
White will be able to activate all 
his resources, opening the 
position for his bishops. 


14 ... 

Rf6 

15 Ba3 

Rxe6 

16 Qb3 

Qc8 

17 b5 

KH7 

18 Racl 


The pressure 

on 


position is more valuable than a 
pawn. 

18 ... fxe4 

19 cxd6 Nxd6 
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20 Bxd6 Rxd6 

21 Nxe4 Rd4 

22 Nc5 a5 

This prevents 23 Ne6. 

23 bxa6 bxa6 24 Rfel Nd5 
25 Qf3 Rd2 26 Re2 Rxe2 27 
Qxe2 a5 28 h4 Kh8 29 Be4 Ne7 
30 Rdl Qe8 31 Qc2 Qf7 32 
Rd6 Nf5 33 Rd7 Qf6 34 Qc4 
Nd6 35 Qe2 Nxe4 36 Nxe4 Qe6 
37 Rd6 Qf5 38 Rxc6 

Material equality has been re¬ 
established, but the impression 
is that White could have 
achieved more. 

38 ... Rb8 

39 Qc2 g5 

A weakening move, but it has 
advantages, too. 

40 hxg5 hxg5 

41 Qe2 

Evidently not the best. 

41 ... Rbl + 

42 Kg2 g4 

Uhlmann could have played 
42 ... Rb2. The text enables 
White to win forcefully. 

43 Nd6 Qh5 

44 Rc8 + Bf8 

Or 44 ... Kh7 45 Qc4 + Qg6 
46 Nf5 etc. 

45 Qxe5 + Qxe5 46 Nf7 + 
Kg7 47 Nxe5 Rb2 48 Rc7 + 


Kg8 49 Nxg4 Bb4 50 a4 Ra2 
51 Nf6 4* Kf8 52 Rc4 Rxa4 
53 Nd5 Kf7 54 Re4 Kg6 
55 Ne7+ Kg5 56 Nc6. Black 
resigned. He cannot avoid 
57 Nxa5. 


MAROVIC-STUPICA 
Yugoslav Championship 1961 


1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 Nc3 Bg7 
4 Nf3 0-0 5 g3 d6 6 Bg2 Nc6 
7 0-0 e5 8 d5 Ne7 9 e4 Nd7 



10 b4 is a serious alternative. 
After 10... h6 (10 ... a5 
11 bxa5 Rxa5 12 a4 can be 
dismissed as inconsistent with 
the basic strategic plans of the 
system in which it is the K-side 
where Black has to seek 
chances) 11 Bb2 f5 12 exf5 
gxf5 13 Qb3 Nf6 14 Radi Ng6 
15 c5 or 11 Nd2 f5 12 exf5 


gxf5 13 Bb2 Nf6 14 c5, as in 
Tukmakov-Vukic, Student 
Olympiad 1968, White’s 
position is the more active. 

10 ... f5 

There have been games where 
Black tried to prepare this move 
by playing first 10 ... h6. 
However, 11 Qd2 Kh7 12 Radi 
f5 13 exf5 gxf5 14 Nh4 Nf6 

15 Qc2 is advantageous to 
White. 

11 Ng5 Nc5 

Stupica commits an instruc¬ 
tive error. In Holmov- 
Doroskevich, USSR Champion¬ 
ship 1962, Black continued 
naturally — 11 ... Nf6 and after 
12 exf5 gxf5 13 Ne6 Bxe6 
14 dxe6 c6 15 Qb3 Qc8 

16 Rfdl (why not the other 
rook?) 16 ... Ne8 and White’s 
advantage was not significant. 

17 Bg5 Bf6 18 Bh6 Bg7 
19 Bxg7 Kxg7 20 f4 exf4 
21 gxf4 Rf6 22 Rel Qc7 gave 
Black good counter-chances. 

12 Bxc5 dxc5 

13 Ne6 Bxe6 

14 dxe6 c6 

Black was quite happy with 
his position until ... 

15 Qd7 



The pawn on d7 will fall, but 
in the meantime White will be 
able to activate his rooks and 
get a good return on his invest¬ 
ment. 

15 ... Qxd7 

16 exd7 Rad8 

17 Radi Rf7 

18 Rd3 

The third rank becomes 
important: White intends to 
switch his rook to a3. 


18 

... 

Kf8 

19 

Rfdl 

Ng8 

20 

Na4 

b6 

21 

exf5 

gxf5 

22 

Bxc6 

e4 

23 

Ra3 

Nf6 

24 

Nc3 


Just 

in time. 


24 

... 

Nxd7 

25 

Rxa7 

Bd4 

26 

Bxd7 

Rfxd7 
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27 Rxd7 Rxd7 

28 b3 

The winning move. The fight 
is over. 

28 ... Kf7 29 a4 e3 30 fxe3 
Bxe3+ 31 Kg2 Rxdl 32 Nxdl 
Bd4 33 Nf2 Be5 34 Nd3 Bc7 35 
Kf3 Bd6 36 Nf4 Bxf4 37 Kxf4 
Kf6 38 Ke3 Ke5 39 Kd3 h6 40 
Ke3 Ke6 41 Kf4. Black resigned 
without resuming play. 


KORCHNOI-LEE 


Olympiad 1968 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 

g6 

3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 g3 

0-0 

5 Bg2 

d6 

6 Nf3 

Nc6 

7 0-0 

a6 



When Black found out he 
could play ... Nc6, he very 
quickly concluded that one of 
his options was a Q-side action. 
Such a strategy is certainly less 
consistent with the basic 
strategic aims of the King’s 
Indian Defence, but modern 
practice proves it is an accept- 
able alternative. 

8 h3 

This move can be considered 
the best choice. White controls 
the square g4 in order to be able 
to continue Be3. Since Black 
plans ... Rb8 and ... b5, his 
Q-wing will be weakened and 
White’s bishop is well placed at 
e3. 

8 Bg5 Rb8 9 Rcl prevents 
... b5, but Black continues 
simply 9 ... Bg4, intending 
... Bxf3 and ... Nd7, increasing 
pressure on d4. 

8 d5 Na5 9 Nd2 c5 trans¬ 
poses into other variations. 
Here 9 ... c6 is not good 
because by playing ... a6 Black 
weakened b6. for example, 
10 b4 Nxc4 11 Nxc4 Nxd5 
12 Nxd5 Bxal 13 Ndb6 Rb8 
14 Bh6 etc. 

More to the point is 8 b3 
which chooses to ignore Black’s 
action and continues White’s 
development, but it is a slow, 
innocuous system. For example, 




i 


| 


8 ... Rb8 9 Bb2 b5 10 cxb5 
axb5 11 d5 (if 11 Rcl, again 

12 ... Na5) ... Na5 12 Nd4 b4 

13 Na4 e5 and Black has a very 
good game. 9 a4 is necessary in 
this line. 

8 ... Rb8 

9 Be3 

White can thwart Black’s 
Q-wing play but practice has 
not proved the wisdom of such 
a decision. For example 9 a4 
Na5 (after 9 ... a5 10 e4 e5 

11 Be3 White keeps the tension 
in the centre and stands better in 
spite of the hole on b4) 10 b3 
(10 Nd2 c5 11 d5 e6 is favour¬ 
able for Black) ... c5 11 dxc5 
Nd7 12 Bb2 (or 12 Bd2 dxc5) 
... Nxc5 where 13 b4 is refuted 
by 13 ... Nxc4 14 bxc5 Nxb2 
15 Qb3 b5, while 13 Nd2 Nc6 
gives no advantage. 

9 Bg5, in Larsen-Timman, 
Las Palmas 1977, was directed 
against an immediate ... b5. 
The game went: 9 ... b5 
10 cxb5 axb5 11 Rcl b4 

12 Bxf6 exf6 13 Nd5 with 
advantage to White. 9 ... h6 
was correct. 

9 ... b5 

10 Nd2 

The famous game Smyslov- 
Petrosian, Candidates 1956, 
continued: 10 cxb5 axb5 11 d5 


Na5 12 b4 Nc4 13 Ba7 Rb7 

14 Bd4 e5 15 dxe6 fxe6 when 

16 Bxf6 Qxf6 was evidently bet¬ 
ter for Black. In Marovic- 
Ciocaltea, Wijk aan Zee, 1968, 
White used an earlier attempt of 
his to improve the line, 16 Qb3. 
Black continued 16 ... c6 17 a4 
e5 18 Be3 Kh8 19 axb5 cxb5 
20 Bg5 h6 21 Bxf6 Qxf6 and 
here 22 Radi would have given 
White clear superiority. 
However, 16 ... e5 as played in 
Marovic-Sofrevski, Yugoslav 
Championship 1961, was the 
proper solution: 17 Be3 Kh8 as 
well as 17 Nxb5 d5 (or even 

17 ... exd4) are in Black’s 
favour. 

10 ... Bd7 

10 ... Na5 is weaker because 
of 11 cxb5 axb5 12 b4 Nc4 
13 Nxc4 bxc4 14 b5, but 
several commentators pointed 
out an interesting alternative — 
10 ... Bb7, where 11 cxb5 axb5 

12 Nxb5 Nb4 gives Black the 
initiative for a pawn. 

11 Rcl 

11 cxb5 axb5 12 d5 Na5 

13 b4Nc4 14 Nxc4 bxc4 15 b5 

is not so dangerous any more. 
Black can answer 15 ... e6 as 

well as 15 ... Qc8 (but 

15 ... Bxb5 is not so good 
owing to 16 Nxb5 Rxb5 17 a4 
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and the c4 pawn will fall) 

16 Qa4 Bxh3 17 Qxc4 and 
Black found the equalizing 

17 ... Qg4, after which White 
did not manage to achieve any 
advantage, Marovic-Liberzon, 
Beersheba 1976. 

11 ... e5 
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It is interesting to note that 
here 11 ... Na5 is possible and 
good. 12 cxb5 axb5 13 b4 Nc4 
14 Nxc4 bxc4 15 b5 is met 
by ... d5, while 15 a3 Qc8 
16 Kh2 Qa6 17 Ral e6 offers 
Black excellent play, Pang- 
Gheorghiu, Olympiad 1974. Of 
course, 11 ... b4 is bad because 
it ends Black’s counter-action. 
After the intermediate 11 ... 

Qe8 12 b3 this became evident 
in Korchnoi-Ciocaltea, 

Olympiad 1968: 12 ... b4 

13 Nce4 Nxe4 14 Nxe4 e6 


15 d5 Nd8 16 c5 with a strong 
initiative. 

12 dxe5 

On 12 d5 the knight leaps 
happily to d4. 


12 ... 

Nxe5 

13 b3 

Be6 

This w'as criticized with good 

reason, as 

will become 

apparent. 13 . 

.. bxc4 was also 

inadequate because of 14 f4. As 

many pointed 

out, 13 ... Re8 

w'as correct. 


14 f4 

Ned7 

15 Ba7 

Ra8 

16 Bf2 

Rb8 

17 e4 

bxc4 

This will not ease Black’s 

position. 


18 Nxc4 

Bxc4 

19 bxc4 

Rb2 

20 Rel 

Nb6 

21 Re2 


It is useful 

to get rid of the 

nuisance on the second rank. 

21 ... 

Rxe2 

22 Qxe2 

Nfd7 

23 Nd5 

Re8 

24 Qc2 

Nf6 

Making it easier for White. 

25 Nxf6 + 

Bxf6 

26 c5 

dxc5 


27 Qxc5 


The better pawn formation 
and the bishop pair are decisive. 


27 ... 

Qd2 

28 Qc2 

Qa5 

29 e5 

Be7 

30 Qxc7 

Rc8 

31 Qxe7 

Rxcl + 

32 Kh2 

Nc8 

33 Qe8 + 

Kg7 

34 e6 

Qc7 

35 exf7. 



Black resigned. 

STEIN-RIBL1 
Las Palmas 1973 

1 c4 g6 

2 d4 Nf6 

3 g3 Bg7 

4 Bg2 0-0 

5 Nc3 d6 

6 Nf3 Nc6 

7 0-0 a6 

8 h3 Rb8 

9 e4 



Logic supports Stein’s move: 
if Black prepares an action on 
the Q-wing, White can strike in 
the centre even more quickly. 

9 ... b5 

If 9 ... e5 then 10 Be3 keeps 
the tension. There is more sense 
in 9 ... Nd7 preventing the early 
thrust e5. Theory recommends 
10 Be3 (or 10 Bg5) Na5 11 b3 
b5 (11 ... c5 12 Rcl b5 13 cxb5 
axb5 14 dxc5 dxc5 15 e5 in 
Krogius-Doroskevich, USSR 
Championship 1967, was 
advantageous to White) 

12 cxb5 axb5 13 Qd2 c6. 
Encyclopaedia of Chess Open¬ 
ings assess this as equal, but 
White has preserved some 
advantage. 

10 cxb5 

10 e5 is not as dangerous as it 
seemed a decade ago. 10 ... 
dxe5 11 dxe5 Qxdl 12 Rxdl 
Nd7 13 e6 fxe6 14 cxb5 axb5 
15 Ng5 Nd4 16 Be3 c5 gives 
equality. It is curious that even 

10 ... Nd7 (Gufeld’s move from 
his game against Stein, USSR 
Championship 1969) works. 
For example, 10 cxb5 axb5 

11 Ng5 Nxd4 12 Qxd4 Nxe5 or 
11 ... dxe5 12 Bxc6 exd4 

13 Nxb5 Rb6 14 Na7 (or 

14 Nxd4) Nb8 and in both cases 
Black’s counter-action and his 


i 
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mass of central pawns are ade¬ 
quate compensation. 

10 ... axb5 

11 Rel 

11 e5 leads into the above 
mentioned variation, while 

11 d5 b4 or 11 Be3 b4 and 

12 ... Ba6 seems quite good 
enough. Stein prepares e5 realis¬ 
ing that White can wait because 

11 ...b4 12 Nd5 or 11 ... e5 

12 Bg5 gives him advantage. 

11 ... Nd7 

Against Portisch in Budapest 
1975, Adorjan found the best 
move. After 11 ... e6 White’s 
threat of e5-e6 disappears and 
12 d5 is met by 12 ... Ne7. The 
game went: 12 Be3 b4 13 Na4 
Bb7 (but not 13 ... Nxe4 
14 Qc2 Bb7 15 Qxe4 Nxd4 
16 Qxb7 etc, Adorjan) and 
Black had a solid position. 

12 Bg5 

An unpleasant move. Black 
cannot suffer pressure on the 
diagonal h4-d8 but if he chases 
the bishop with 12 ... h6, White 
will win a tempo later on. 


12 ... 

h6 

13 Be3 

Na5 

14 b3 

c5 

15 Qd2 

Kh7 

16 Rael 

Nc6 

17 Redl 

b4 


18 Ne2 Qa5 
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19 e5 


It is no surprise that such a 
move is possible. When the 
action of White’s pieces is as 
concentrated as it is here, 
there’s always something like 


this hidden. 

19 ... dxe5 

20 Nxe5 Ncxe5 

21 dxe5 Bxe5 

22 Bxh6 is superior for White. 

The text will not 

be better. 

19 ... 

Rd8 

20 exd6 

exd6 

21 Ng5 + 

hxg5 

22 Bxc6 

cxd4 

What else? The game is lost. 


23 Nxd4 Ne5 24 f4 Bxh3 25 
Qh2 g4 26 Bg2 Bh6 27 Bxh3 
gxh3 28 Qxh3 Kg7 29 Nc6 
Nxc6 30 Rxc6 Qxa2 31 Bd4 + 
Kh7 32 g4 Qe2 33 Reel Qe6 34 
Rel Qd7 35 Qh4 Kg8 36 Qxh6. 
Black resigned. 


PORT1SCH-TAL 
Moscow 1967 


1 Nf3 

Nf6 

2 c4 

g6 

3 d4 

Bg7 

4 g3 

0-0 

5 Bg2 

d6 

6 Nc3 

Nc6 

7 0-0 

Bf5 


s 

g§ 


m 

wm 


11 


P 

■ 

i 

HI 


■ 

1 

■ 

i 


B 




■ 

i 

B 

U 


HH 


B 

k 




B 

4 

g 




m 

!U 


m 

'tiSsak 


B 




4 

|||| 


B 

4: 

H 

ii 

h 

pp 

Si 


H 


■ 

a 




An attempt to control the 
square e4. At the same time it 
makes possible ... Qd7 and ... 
Bh3 in some variations. 

8 Nel 

The drawback of the position 
of Black’s queen’s bishop lies in 
the fact that it is exposed. 
However, White cannot make 
use of this immediately. 8 Nh4 
Bd7 9 f4 Na5 10 Qd3 c5 11 d5 
a6 12 b3 b5 in Korchnoi- 
Gufeld, USSR Championship 


1965, gave Black fine counter- 
play. 8 d5 Na5 9 Nd4 Bd7 

10 Qd3 c5 11 Nb3 Ng4 12 f4 
b5 allowed Black to seize the in¬ 
itiative in Cuellar-Fischer, In¬ 
terzonal 1962. In Marovic- 
Westerinen, Beverwijk 1967, 
White chose 8 d5 Na5 9 Nd2 
expecting 9 ... c5 10 e4 Bd7 

11 Qc2 a6 12 b3 b5 13 Bb2 
Rb8 14 Rabl with a favourable 
position. (Podgaets-Zaitsev, 
USSR Championship 1968, 
continued 14 ... e5 15 Ndl Nh5 
16 Ne3 Bh6 17 Rbel f5 18 exf5 
gxf5 19 f4 with a clear advan¬ 
tage.) However, Westerinen 
replied with the much stronger 

9 ... c6 where 10 b4 does not 
work because of 10 ... Nxd5 
while 10 e4 Bg4 11 f3 Bd7 

12 Khl Rc8 13 Qe2 Qb6 does 
not pose any serious problems. 

10 dxc6 bxc6 11 e4 yields no 
advantage either. 11 ... Be6 or 

11 ... Bg4 as Westerinen played 
keeps the balance. 

The text is Korchnoi’s move. 
White controls e4. 

8 ... e5 

Korchnoi-Westerinen Lenin- 
rad 1967, continued 8 ... Qd7 
9 d5 Na5 10 e4 Bh3 11 Qe2 c5 

12 f4 Bxg2 13 Kxg2 and White 
was superior. 

9 d5 Na5 

10 e4 Bg4 
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11 Qd3 c5 

12 Bd2 



It is easy to understand that 
Black's position is not satis¬ 
factory. His knight on a5 is out 
of play and his queen’s bishop 
has gone astray. 

12 ... Nh5 

12 ... Ne8 was better. 

13 Nc2 Bd7 

This is a serious mistake. 
13 ... b6 was indispensable. 

14 Nb5 Bxb5 

15 cxb5 a6 

This loses immediately, but 
15 ... b6 16 Bxa5 followed by 
Ne3-Nc4 is also bad for Black. 


16 b6 

Qxb6 

17 Qc3 

Qb5 

18 Qxa5 

Qxb2 

19 Rfcl 

b6 


20 

Qa4 

Qb5 

21 

Qxb5 

axb5 

22 

a3 

Ra4 

23 

Rabl 

Nf6 

24 

f3. 



Black resigned. 


GELLER-WESTER1NEN 
Goieborg 1967/68 


1 Nf3 

Nf6 

2 c4 

g* 

3 g3 

Bg7 

4 Bg2 

0-0 

5 d4 

d6 

6 0-0 

Nc6 

7 Nc3 

8 Rel 

Bf5 


In Petrosian-Fischer, Santa 
Monica 1966, White achieved 
advantage by 8 h3 e5 9 d5 Ne7 
10 Nel Bc8 11 e4 Nd7 12 Nd3, 
but 8 ... Ne4 9 Nd5 Bd7 gives 
equal chances. As White does 
not have to worry about the 
possibility of Qd7-Bh3 8 b3 is 
quite a good try. For example, 
8 ... Ne4 9 Bb2 Nxc3 10 Bxc3 
Be4 11 Rcl e5 12 d5 Ne7 
13 Bh3 Bxf3 14 exf3 f5 15 f4 
or 13 ... Bf5 14 Bxf5 Nxf5 
15 e4Ne7 16 c5 with advantage 
(Geller). 

The text, however, is more 
satisfactory. The rook supports 
e4, and in some cases it is good 
to avoid the exchange of the 


white-squared bishops follow¬ 
ing ... Bh3. 

8 ... Ne4 

9 Nd5 

White intends Ne3 and he is 
ready to repel Black’s pieces 
from the centre. 

9 ... Re8 

10 Ne3 Bd7 

IT d5 Nb8 

12 Qc2 Nc5 

13 Bd2 

White is the better developed 
and now he can oppose Black’s 
fianchettoed bishop, which is 
almost always a promising sign 
in the King’s Indian defence. 


13 ... 

e5 

14 dxe6 

Bxe6 

15 Radi 

Nc6 

16 Bc3 

a5 

17 Bxg7 

18 Nd5 

Kxg7 

Forcing new concessions. 

18 ... 

Bxd5 

19 cxd5 

Nb4 

Geller adds 

a question mark 

after this move and recom- 

mends 19 ... 

Ne7, but that is 

not satisfactory either. 

20 Qbl 

Qd7 

21 a3 

Nba6 

22 b4 

axb4 

23 axb4 

24 Qal + 

Na4 


Simple and strong. White 
centralizes the queen. 

24 ... Kg8 

25 Qd4 Qe7 

26 Ng5 was a serious threat. 

26 e4 Nb6 

27 Rcl Nd7 

28 Qd2 Qf6 

29 Nd4 Re7 

30 Bfl 

The “e” pawn can be de¬ 
fended easily, while now Black 
has to reckon with Bxa6 or Bb5. 

30 ... Nb6 

Lacking a clear positional 
plan, Westerinen begins to seek 
a tactical solution. 

31 Re3 

Geller saw through his oppo¬ 
nent’s idea and lays an ambush. 


31 ... Nxb4 
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32 Rf3 Qe5 

On 32 ... Qg7 or 32 ... Qh8 
there is 33 Qxb4 Ra4 34 Qxb6 
etc. 

33 Nf5 


The winning move. 


33 ... 

gxf5 

34 Rxf5 

Qxe4 

35 Qg5 + 

Kf8 

36 Qf6 

Ke8 

37 Rg5 

c6 

38 Bh3. 


Black resigned. 


LIEBERT-TAL 


Olympiad 1970 


1 Nf3 

Nf6 

2 c4 

g6 

3 g3 

Bg7 

4 Bg2 

0-0 

5 0-0 

d6 

6 d4 

Nc6 

7 Nc3 

Bg4 
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The idea of the move is to 
create pressure on d4 by means 
of ... Bxf3, ... Nd7 and ... e5. 

8 h3 

This old move is actually grist 
to Black’s mill. 8 d5 is analysed 
in the next game. 

8 ... Bxf3 

9 Bxf3 Nd7 

10 e3 

Weaker is 10 Bg2 Nxd4 
11 Bxb7 Rb8 12 Bg2 Rb4 13 e3 
Ne6 and Black has a fine game, 
Najdorf-Geller, Candidates 
1953. 

10 ... e5 

11 d5 Ne7 

12 e4 

12 Bg2 f5 13 f4 also comes 
into consideration. 

12 ... f5 

13 Bg2 

An unnecessary move. 
Mecking-Korchnoi, Interzonal 
1967, went 13 Bd2 Nf6 (weaker 
is 13 ... a5 14 Kg2 h6 15 Rbl 
followed by a3 and action on 
the Q-side) 14 b4 Qd7 where 
Uhlmann recommends 15 Kg2 
and considers White’s position 
somewhat better. Actually, 
there are chances for both sides. 


13 ... 

Nf6 

14 exfS 

gxf5 

15 f4 

Nd7 


A strong and natural move. 
Black will accept an isolated 
“f” pawn providing his knight 
gets a dominant position at e5. 

16 Kh2 

16 Qh5 came into con¬ 
sideration. Then, of course, 
Black can repeat the position 
but White has no advantage 
anyway. 

16 ... Ng6 

17 Be3 Kh8 

A useful preparatory move: 
the rook will need the square g8. 

18 Qd2 exf4 

19 gxf4 Qh4 

The queen takes an attacking 
position. In reply to 20 Nb5 Tal 
counted on 20 ... Nde5, with a 
similar outcome as the later 
course of the game. 

20 Rael Rf7 

21 Ne2 Rg8 

22 Nd4 



White was ready to play Ne6 
and must have been stunned by 
this unexpected tactical blow. 

23 fxe5 

Commentators gave 23 b3 
Ng4-b 24 Kgl Nxe3 25 Qxe3 as 
equal, but 25 ... Bxd4 26 Qxd4 
Ne5 threatening ... Rfg7 is still 
in Black’s favour (24 Khl is 
better). 


23 ... Bxe5 + 

24 Kgl 

Or 24 Khl Qg3 25 Nf3 Nh4 


26 Nxe5 dxe5. 


24 ... 

Qg3 

25 Nf3 

Nh4 

26 Nxh4 

Qh2 + 

27 Kf2 

Bg3 + 

28 Kf3 

B\h4 

29 Bd4 + 


29 Bf4 would be met by 

29 ... Rg3 + . 


29 ... 

Bf6 

30 Qf2 

Be5 

This strong move regains the 

piece and leaves Black a pawn 

ahead because 

White has no 

answer to 31 

Bxe5 + dxe5 

32 Rgl Rfg7. 


31 Rhl 

Qf4 + 

32 Ke2 

Qxd4 

33 Qxd4 

Bxd4 

34 Bf3 

Rg3 
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In spite of the exchange of 
queens Black’s attack goes on 
with undiminished strength, 


35 b3 

Bc5 

36 Reft 

Re7 ~T 

37 Kd2 

Re3 

38 Bdl 

Rg2 + 

39 Kcl 

Rc3 + 

40 Kbl 

Ba3. 

White resigned. 


MAROVIC-WESTERINEN 

Amsterdam 1970 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 

g6 

3 g3 

Bg7 

4 Bg2 

0-0 

5 Nc3 

d6 

6 Nf3 

Nc6 

In the fifth game of the 1957 
World Championship Match, 
Smyslov played 6 ... Bg4 7 h3 
Bxf3 8 Bxf3 Nc6 and Botvinnik 
achieved advantage by 9 Bg2 

Nd7 10 e3 e5 11 

d5 Ne7 12 e4 

f5 13 h4 f4 14 Bh3. The com¬ 
parison with the previous game 

is instructive. 


7 0-0 

Bg4 

8 d5 

Na5 


8 ... Bxf3 9 exf3 Na5 (or 
9 ... Ne5) 10 Qe2 is evidently in 
White’s favour. 


9 Nd2 


Geller suggested 9 Qd3 which 
is also good. Apart from the 
text 9 b3 has often been tested 
in tournament practice. 9 ... c6 
(9 ... Nxd5 10 Nxd5 Bxal 

11 Bd2 c6 12 Nxe7+ Qxe7 
13 Qxal is advantageous to 
White) 10 Bb2 Rc8 11 Qd2 a6 

12 dxc6 bxc6 13 h3 or 9 ... c5 
10 Bb2 a6 11 Qc2 Rb8 12 Nd2 
b5 13 Rfel Qc7 14 Ndl fol¬ 
lowed by Bc3 and the advance 
of the central pawns are both in 
White’s favour. 

9 ... c5 

9 ... c6 is refuted by 10 b4 
Nxc4 (or 10 ... Nxd5 11 cxd5 
Bxc3 12 Rbl) 11 Nxc4 Nxd5 

12 Nxd5 Bxal 13 Bh6 etc. 

10 h3 Bd7 

11 Qc2 e5 

11 ... a6 would lead into the 
sub-variation given above. 
Objectively it was perhaps a bet¬ 
ter solution. 

12 dxe6 Bxe6 

13 Rdl 

13 b3 is favourable for White 
but the text also poses problems 
and requires precise play. Dur¬ 
ing the game White did not like 

13 ... Nc6 which would have 
been Black’s best choice. 

13 ... Re8 

14 Nb3 
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Westerinen did not expect 
this. 


14 ... Bxc4 

15 N\a5 Qxa5 

16 Rxd6 Qc7 

17 Rdl Rad8 

It seems the most logical 
move, yet it is bad. 

18 Bg5 

As soon as White played this 
move he noticed that 18 Rxd8 
Rxd8 19 Bg5 was much 
stronger. 

18 ... Rxdl + 

19 Rxdl Ba6 

20 Bxf6 and 21 Ne4 was 
threatened. On 19 ... Nh5 


White would have continued 
20 NdS. 


20 e4 

Qc8 

White w r as threatening Bxf6 

again. 

21 Rd6 

Re6 

22 NdS 

Qf8 

22 ... Nxd5 23 

Rxd5 was not 

better. 

23 Rxe6 

fxe6 

24 Nxf6 + 

Bxf6 

25 Bxf6 

Qxf6 

26 Qxc5 

Qxb2 

27 Qc8 + 

Kf7 

28 Qd7 + 


The ending is now won. 

28 ... Kf6 

29 Qxh7 e5 

Or 29 ... Qxa2 30 f4. 

30 Qg8 Qcl + 31 Kh2 Qc7 
32 h4 Be4 33 Qh8 + Qg7 34 
Qb8 Bxa2 35 Qxa7 Be6 36 Qb6 
g5 37 Qd8 + Qe7 38 hxg5 + 
Kf7 39 Qb6 Qd7 40 Qc5 Qdl 
41 Qxe5. Both players had been 
in time trouble and now that the 
control had been reached Black 
resigned. 
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5 

Rare Variations 

This chapter contains a number 
of variations introduced mostly 
as a means to avoid the King’s 
Indian proper. There is: 

I. 1 d4 Nf6 2 Nf3 g6 
3 Bf4 in Bondarevsky- 
Bronstein, p. 214. 

II. 1 d4 Nf6 2 Nf3 g6 
3 Bg5 in Trifunovic- 
Marovic, p. 216. 

III. / d4 Nf6 2 c4g6 

3 g3 Bg7 4 Bg2 0-0 
5 Nc3 d6 6 e3 in 
Botvinnik-Smyslov, 
p. 218. 

IV. 1 d4 N/6 2 c4g6 

3 Nc3 Bg7 4 Bg5 0-0 
5 e3 in Smyslov- 
Gligoric, p. 220. 

V. 1 d4 Nf6 2 c4g6 3 Nc3 
Bg7 4 e4 d6 5 Bg5 in 
Vospernik-Marovic, 

p. 222. 

VI. 1 d4 N/6 2 c4g6 3 Nc3 
Bg7 4 e4 d6 5 Nge2 in 
Taimanov-lvkov, 

p. 224. 

VII. 1 g3 Nf6 2 Bg2 g6 3 e4 
d6 4 d4 Bg7 5 Ne2 
in Benko-Fischer. 
p. 226. 


VIII. 1 Nf3 Nf6 2 d4g6 3 b3 
in Pirc-Udov£ic, p. 228. 

IX. 1 Nf3 Nf6 2 b4g6 
3 Bb2 Bg7 4 c4 0-0 
5 e3 and 6 g3 in 
Smyslov-Uhlmann, 
p. 230. 

X. 7 d4 N/6 2 c4 g6 
3 Nc3 Bg7 4 e4 d6 
5 Nf3 0-0 6 h3 in 
Polugayevsky-Kavalek, 
p. 232; Larsen-Kavalek, 
p. 235. 

I 

BONDAREVSKY- 

BRONSTEIN 

USSR Championship 1963 


1 d4 Nf6 

2 Nf3 g6 

3 Bf4 

(seefollowing diagram) 

One of the systems directed 
against the King’s Indian fian- 
chettoed bishop: without c4 and 
e4 it is possible to hold firm the 
point d4, thus limiting the 



strength of the bishop at g7. 
However, without c4 and e4 
White is not engaged enough in 
the centre and the consequence 
is that he forefits the usual start¬ 
ing initiative. Security and in¬ 
itiative do not go together. 

3 ... Bg7 

4 e3 

4 c4 is not consistent with the 
basic idea of Bf4. Black replies 
4 ... d6 5 Nc3 Nh5 6 Bg5 h6 
7 Bh4 g5 8 Bg3 c5 9 d5 Qa5 
with an excellent game. Also 
quite good is 4 ... d6 5 Nc3 
Nbd7 6 h3 c6 7 e3 0-0 8 Be2 
Qe8 9 0-0 e5 10 Bh2 Qe7 with 
equal prospects. 

With his bishop on f4, 

4 Nbd2 0-0 5 e4 also seems 
rather unnatural. The simple 

5 ... d6 6 c3 (if 6 h3 Nbd7) 
... Nc6 7 Bb5 e5 8 dxe5 dxe5 
9 Be3 Qd6 leads to a balanced 
position. 


4 ... 0-0 

4 ... Nh5 is premature owing 
to 5 Be5. 

5 Nbd2 b6 

Black has to resolve the 
development of his queen’s 
bishop as soon as possible. 

6 c3 c5 

7 h3 d6 

8 Be2 

8 Bc4 can be met by ... Ba6, 
but 8 ... Bb7 9 0-0 Nbd7 
10 Qe2 Ne4 is quite good, too. 

8 ... Ba6 

8 ... Bb7 is not worse. 

9 B\a6 Nxa6 

10 0-0 Qd7 

11 Qe2 Nc7 

The knight is welt posted at 
c7. Perhaps White’s ninth move 
was not the best. 

12 dxc5 

12 a4 is preferable. Opening 
the “b M file must be a mistake. 

12 ... bxc5 

13 e4 e5 

Deeply logical. 

14 Be3 Rab8 

15 b3 Qc6 

16 Qc4 

Unnatural. 
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16 ... Nd7 

Ready for ... Nb6 as well as 
for ... f5. 

17 Nh2 

The side which plays such a 
move is in trouble. 

17 ... Nb6 

18 Qd3 d5 

19 f3 

Black’s initiative is strong 
and evident and would increase 
after 19 exd5. 

19 ... Rbd8 

20 Qc2 f5 

The pressure is mounting, 
while White’s pieces are still 
passive. 

21 Radi Ne6 

22 exd5 Nxd5 

23 Nc4 Nef4 

24 Rf2 

Bondarevsky’s position is 
already difficult and the last 
move makes it worse. With one 
of the knights on h2 it is not 
easy to fight, but 24 Rfel was 
better. 

24 ... Nxe3 

25 Nxe3 Rxdl + 

26 Qxdl 

(see following diagram) 

26 ... e4 

27 Qc2 Bh6 

Now all the black pieces 
attack. It must be the end. 
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28 Nhfl Nd3 

29 Rd2 c4 

30 Nxc4 Qc5 + 

31 Kh2 Bf4 + 

32 g3 Nel. 

White resigned. 

ii 

TRIFUNOVIC-MAROVIC 
Yugoslav Championship 1961 

1 Nf3 Nf6 

2 d4 g6 

3 Bg5 

(see folio wing diagram) 

In the latter part of his career 
Trifunovic, the legendary “king 
of draws”, preferred security to 
initiative. It was not by chance 
that he used to play this system 
against the King’s Indian 
Defence. If instead of c4 and e4 
White has at his disposal c3 or 
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e3, he can strengthen the point 
d4 limiting the scope of Black’s 
fianchettoed bishop The idea of 
the system is that d4 will not be 
as sensitive as in the regular 
King’s Indian variations. 

3 ... Bg7 

4 Nbd2 h6 

Trifunovic considered 

4 ... d5 the best alternative and 
he was most probably right. The 
text introduced another good 
possibility, ... g5 followed 
by ... Nh5: Black wanted to get 
rid of White’s black-squared 
bishop. Yet another solid alter¬ 
native 4 ... c5 5 c3 (if 5 e3, the 
best is 5 ... b6, but not 5 ... 0-0 

6 Bxf6) ... cxd4 6 cxd4 Nc6 

7 e3 0-0 8 a3 h6 9 Bh4 d6 
10 Bc4 Bf5 11 h3 Rc8 in 
Bisguier-Fischer, US Cham¬ 
pionship 1966, gave Black an 
equal game. 


5 Bh4 d6 

6 e4 g5 

There was no need to hurry. 
6 ... 0-0 7 c3 Nbd7 would be 
the normal choice. 

7 Bg3 Nh5 

8 c3 Nxg3 

9 hxg3 

Trifunovic considered 

9 fxg3, followed by Bc4 and 
0-0, more aggressive. 

9 ... c5 

Black was not happy with this 
move, and soon felt distinctly 
uneasy. 

10 dxc5 dxc5 

11 Bc4 

The position is not as simple 
as it might appear. Having con¬ 
sidered but rejected 11 ... Qb6 
because of 12 Qb3 Qxb3 (or 

12 ... e6 13 Bb5+ Bd7 14 Nc4) 

13 Nxb3 Nd7 14 Bb5 b6 
15 Bc6 Rb8 16 0-0-0, Black 
was vexed during the post¬ 
mortem analysis when he found 
out White did not even consider 
12 Qb3. 

11 ... Nc6 

(see following diagram) 

12 Nxg5 

Trifunovic did not like to 
sacrifice but here he risked 
nothing. 
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12 ... hxg5 

13 Rxh8 + Bxh8 

14 Qh5 Bf6 

Had White's crushing next 
move been foreseen the black 
king would have fled — 14 ... 
Kd7 15 Qxg5 Kc7. 

15 f4 

Black had expected 

15 Qxf7 + Kd7 16 Qd5+ Kc7 

17 Qxc5 which gave some 
grounds for hope after 
moments of uneasiness. 15 f4 
came as a complete surprise, 
with the rapid realisation that 
he was completely lost. 
15 ... gxf4 16 CM)-0 e6 17 gxf4 
Bd7 18 e5 Bg7 19 Ne4 is even 
worse than the text. 

15 ... e6 

16 e5 Bg7 

16 ... Nxe5 17 fxe5 Bxe5 

18 0-0-0 followed by Ne4 is as 
bad. 


17 Ne4 Qe7 

18 Nxg5 Bd7 

19 Rdl 

This was better than castling, 
as can be seen from the note to 
Black’s 23rd move. 

19 ... 0-0-0 

20 Qxf7 Qxf7 

20 ... Re8 would have kept 
Black alive. The text loses 
immediately. 

21 Nxf7 Rg8 

22 Nd6 + Ke7 

23 Nxb7 Nxe5 

Not enough, but 23 ... Bf8 
would be met by 24 Kf2. 

24 fxe5 Bxe5 

25 Nxc5 Bxg3 + 

26 Ke2 Bc6 

27 Nxe6 + Kb6 

28 Bd5. 

Black resigned. 

28 ... If Bxd5 then 29 Rxd5 
Re8 30 Kf3 etc. 


Ill 

BOTVINNIK-SMYSLOV 
Match 1954, 16th game 

1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 

3 g3 Bg7 

4 Bg2 0-0 


5 Nc3 d6 

6 e3 

A cautious move, an old idea 
of Salo Flohr’s. It limits the 
activity of Black’s fianchettoed 
bishop and leaves the hl-a8 
diagonal open. 

6 ... Nbd7 

7 Nge2 


7 Nf3 is less consistent. Black 
continues 7 ... e5 8 0-0 Re8 
9 b3 c6 10 Bb2 e4 11 Nd2 d5 

12 f3 exf3 13 Qxf3 achieves 
strong counter-play by 

13 ... dxc4 14 bxc4 (if 14 Nxc4 
then simply 14 ... Nb6 15 Ne5 
Be6) ... Nc5 15 Qe2 Bg4 

16 Bf3 Bxf3 17 Qxf3 (or 

17 Rxf3 Ne4) ... Nd3 18 Ba3 
Qd7 when 19 Qe2 is met by 
19 ... Ng4. 

7 ... e5 

Two games later Smyslov 
tried 7 ... a6 8 b3 Rb8 without 


success. 9 a4 e5 10 Ba3 was 
clearly in White’s favour. 

8 b3 Re8 

9 Ba3 

Played in order to 
prevent ... c6. On 9 0-0 Black 
continues 9 ... c6 10 Ba3 exd4 
11 exd4 d5 12 cxd5 Nxd5. 

9 ... Rb8 

Smyslov prepares for ... a6 
and ... b5, which is logical and 
good plan, but in the twentieth 
game of the same match he fur¬ 
ther improved Black’s play by 
9 ... h5 10 h3 a6 11 dxe5 dxe5 
and after the dubious 12 e4 
Black’s energetic 12 ... Nh7 
13 0-0 h4 gave him an excellent 
game. One of the drawbacks of 
the system e3-Nge2 becomes 
evident in that unhindered 
activity on the K-side. 


10 0-0 a6 

11 dxe5 Nxe5 
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The last move is a very 
serious mistake. Black should 
have played 31 ... dxe5 not only 
to avoid the game continuation 
but also because a pawn on e5 
emphasises the passivity of Ne2 
and the whole system. 

12 c5 

So Ba3 has served another 
purpose. 


12 ... 

dxc5 

13 Bxc5 

b6 

Vukovic proposed 13 ... Bf8 

as better. 


14 Qxd8 

Rxd8 

15 Bd4 

Re8 

15 ... Nfd7 16 

f4 Ng4 fails to 

17 h3 Bxd4 18 Nxd4 Nxe3 

19 Nc6 Nxfl 

20 Nxd8 Ne3 

21 Nc6. 


16 e4 

Bb7 

17 f4 

Neg4 

18 h3 

c5 

19 Bxf6 

Nxf6 

20 e5 

Bxg2 

21 Kxg2 

Nd7 

22 Radi 


White’s rooks 

will dominate 

the only open file. 

22 ... 

Nf8 

23 Rd6 

Ne6 

24 Ne4 

Red8 


It was wrong to exchange 
both rooks. 24 ... Rec8 was the 
only fighting chance. 


25 Rfdl Bf8 26 Rxd8 Rxd8 
27 Rxd8 Nxd8 28 Nf6 + Kg7 
29 Nd5 b5 30 Nc7 g5 31 Kf3 
gxf4 32 gxf4 c4 33 bxc4 bxe4 
34 Nxa6 f6 35 Nc7 fxe5 36 
fxe5 Kg6 37 Ke4 Kg5 38 a4 
Kh4 39 a5 Nc6 40 a6 Kxh3 41 
Nb5 c3 42 Nbxc3 Kg4 43 Nd4 
Na7 44 Nd5 h5 45 Nf6 + Black 
resigned. 

IV 

SMYSLOV-GLIGORIC 


Zagreb 1970 


1 d4 

Nf6 

2 c4 

g6 

3 Nc3 

Bg7 

4 Bg5 

0-0 

5 e3 




The idea of the move, which 
Flohr introduced against the 
King's Indian in the fianchetto 


variation, is to limit the activity 
of Black’s king's bishop. 

5 ... d6 

6 Nf3 Nbd7 

6 ... h6 7 Bh4 c5 8 Be2 cxd4 
9 Nxd4 Nc6 10 0-0 is a com¬ 
fortable game for White. 

7 Be2 c6 

Black is preparing to 
play ... e5, a reaction which is 
preferable to ... c5. 

8 0-0 

Smyslov, playing against 
Ivkov, tried to improve on this, 
but 8 Qc2 e5 9 Rdl h6 10 Bh4 
Qe7 11 dxe5 dxe5 12 0-0 a5 
does not yield any advantage. 


8 ... 

h6 

9 Bh4 

g5 

10 Bg3 

Nh5 

11 Nd2 

Nxg3 

12 hxg3 

Nf6 

Black has 

finished 

development. 

equal. 

His position 

13 b4 

e5 


14 dxe5 

Consistent with the earlier e3. 
Otherwise ... exd4 increases 
Black’s pressure on the long 
diagonal. 

14 ... dxe5 

15 Qc2 


Gligoric considered Nde4 bet¬ 
ter than this “ambitious" 
move. 


15 ... 

Qe7 

16 Rabl 

Be6 

17 Nde4 

Nxe4 

18 Nxe4 

15 

19 Nc5 

Bc8 

Naturally, its 

important 

preserve the bishop. 

20 Rfdl 

e4 

21 a3 

a5 


Black's queen’s rook gets an 
open file. 

22 Rd2 axb4 

23 axb4 f4 



Very strong indeed. The 
bishops get their diagonals, 
while 24 Nxe4 is out of 
question owing to 24 ... Bf5 
25 Bd3 Rad8. 

24 Rbdl fxe3 

25 fxe3 Ra3 
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26 Qxe4 Qxe4 

27 Nxe4 R\e3 

28 Nd6 Bc3 

29 Rd3 Rxe2 

It’s the second rank which in¬ 
terests Black, 

30 Rxc3 

30 Nxc8 Bxb4 is equally 
hopeless. 

30 ... Bg4 

31 Rfl Ra8 

32 Nf5 

Gligoric demonstrated that 
after 32 Kh2 Raa2 33 Rgl b6 
White is approaching zugzwang. 

32 ... Bxf5 33 Rxf5 Raa2 34 
Rd3 Rxg2 + 35 Kfl Rgc2 36 
Rdl Rxc4 37 b5 Kg7 38 bxc6 
bxc6 39 Rf2 Rxf2 + 40 Kxf2 
Kg6 41 Rd6 + Kh5 42 Kf3 
Rc3 + 43 Kf2 c5. White 

resigned. 


v 

VOSPERNIK-MAROVIC 
Yugoslav Championship 1961 


1 

(14 

Nf6 

2 

c4 

g6 

3 

Nc3 

Bg7 

4 

e4 

d6 

5 

Bg5 




This move appears in the 
King’s Indian Defence in dif¬ 
ferent move orders. It is less 
dangerous before Black has 
played ... e5. 

5 ... Ii6 

6 Bh4 c5 

Black could choose ... c5 on 
his fifth move as well, but ... h6 
is a part of a larger plan. 
White’s bishop on h4 is in a 
way, out of play, in that it is cut. 
off from the Q-wing. Once this 
has happened ... c5 practically 
forces d5 opening the long black 
diagonal and making possible 
... Qa5 with pressure along the 
diagonals and on the central 
pawns. 

7 d5 Qa5 

Some prefer the quiet 
7 ... 0-0 8 Bd3 e6, but even 
here the game can get violent. A 
game between two Soviet 


masters went 7 ... 0-0 8 14 b5 

9 cxb5 a6 10 bxa6 Qa5 with in¬ 
itiative for the sacrificed 
material. 

8 Bd3 

8 Qd2 should be played, 
firstly because it neutralizes the 
pressure on c3, and secondly, 
because apart from the text con¬ 
tinuation there is another tac¬ 
tical possibility pointed out by 
Geller — 8 ... g5 9 Bg3 Nxe4 

10 Bxe4 Bxc3 + 11 bxc3 

Qxc3+ 12 Kfl f5. 

8 ... Nbd7 

9 f4 

Instead of trying to control e5 
White should have finished his 
development by 9 Ne2. 

9 ... b5 

Very strong indeed. As he is 

the better developed, Black is 
trying to open the position. 

10 cxb5 c4 

11 Bc2 a6 

12 bxa6 

White could try 12 Ne2 axb5 
13 Nd4. Now the “b” file is 
open the pressure increases. 

12 ... Rb8 

13 Ne2 

13 Rbl does not work owing 
to 13 ... Rxb2, while 13 Qcl 
transposes into the text. 


13 ... Rxb2 

14 Qcl 

White does not grasp the 
position and goes straight into 
the hidden trap. Naturally, the 
position is bad already, and if 

14 0-0 there is 14 ... Ng4 

15 Qd2g5. 



14 ... Nxd5 

A logical consequence of the 
growing pressure on the 
diagonals and White’s slow 
development. 

15 Qxb2 Nxc3 

16 Kfl 

The only move. It threatens 
Bel, but Black has a neat, 
simple continuation. 

16 ... QH5 

17 Ngl 

It seems sensless, but there is 
nothing better. If 17 Nxc3 then 
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Qxh4 18 a7 Qxf4+ 19 Ke2 
Nb6 threatening mate, or 
17 Ba4 0-0 18 a7 Nb6 19 Nxc3 
Nxa4 etc. 

17 ... Bxa6 

17 ... Qxh4 is also possible, 
but in such situations one takes 
the pawn. 


18 Nf3 

0-0 

19 e5 

dxe5 

20 Qxc3 

e4 

21 Ne5 

Qxh4 

Quicker is 21 .. 

: Bxe7 Ng4 

23 Qa3 

Bxf8 Ne3 + 

etc. 

22 Qg3 

Qf6 

23 Ke2 

Nxe5 

24 fxc5 

Qe6 

25 Qe3 

Qxe5 

26 Qxe4 

Qxe4 + 

27 Bxe4 

Bxal 

28 Rxal 

Rb8 

29 Rbl 

Rxbl 

30 Bxbl 

f5 


and White soon resigned. 


VI 

TAIMANOV-IVKOV 
Interzonal 1970 

1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 g6 

3 Nc3 Bg7 


4 e4 d6 

5 Nge2 



This continuation has been 
much played by several 
Hungarian grandmasters. From 
e2 the knight can reach g3 
whence it defends e4 and in 
some cases supports White’s 
action on the K-wing. However, 
with the knight on e2 White is 
weaker on e5 and Black’s 
counter-action is easier. 

5 ... e5 

Usually 5 ... 0-0 comes first 
and then 6 Ng3 e5 7 d5 c6 
8 Be2 cxd5 9 cxd5 Nbd7 gives 
an approximately equal 
position. It is the proper move 
order because the text move 
would transpose into the 
Samisch variation after 6 f3 
which is considered favourable 
for White. 


After 5 ... 0-0 White can 
enter the fianchetto variation 
with 6 g3 when 6 ... e5 7 Bg2 
(if 7 d5 Black reacts with 
... Ne8 and ... f5) ... Nc6 (also 
quite good is 7 ... exd4 8 Nxd4 
Nc6 9 Nc2 Be6 10 b3 Qd7 or 
9 Nxc6 bxc6 10 0-0 Nd7 
11 Qc2 Qf6 preventing the nor¬ 
mal development with b3) 8 d5 
(or 8 0-0 Re8) ... Nd4 gives 
Black a fine game. Stahlberg- 
Pilnik, Amsterdam 1950, con¬ 
tinued: 9 0-0 c5 10 dxc6 bxc6 
11 Nxd4 exd4 12 Ne2 Bg4 
13 f3 Be6 and Van Sheltinga- 
Marovic, Beverwijk 1968, went: 
9 Nxd4 exd4 10 Ne2 Re8 11 f3 
c5 12 dxc6 bxc6 13 Nxd4 Qb6 
( ... Qa5-Qc5 was even 
stronger) 14 Be3 Qxb2 15 0-0 
d5. 

6 d5 c5 

7 Ng3 h5 

As Black has not castled, this 
aggressive move is most logical. 

8 Bd3 

On 8 h4 Black intended 
8 ... Nh7 threatening ... Bf6. 

8 ... h4 

9 Nfl Nh5 

10 g3 Nf6 

(see folio w ing diagran i) 

Very well played! Now that 
White has weakened his com¬ 



plex of white squares, the 
knight is needed on t'6. Besides, 
the “h” file can be opened at a 
propitious moment. 


ii 

Bg5 

hxg3 

12 

fxg3 

Bh3 

13 

Qd2 

Nbd7 

14 

0-0-0 

Nf8 

15 

Kbl 

N8h7 


Ivkov was of the opinion 
that ... Qd7 was better: it 
would prepare ... 0-0-0 and 
avoid the exchange of the black- 
squared bishops. 

16 Bh6 Kf8 

17 Bxg7 + Kxg7 

18 Ne3 Ng4 

19 Bfl Qg5 

Since 20 Bxh3 Nxe3 suits 
Black, the text leads to some 
exchanges and a minimal 
advantage for Black. 
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20 Nxg4 

Bxg4 

21 Be2 

Qxd2 

22 Rxd2 

Bh3 

23 Rgl 

24 Kc2 

Nf6 

Unnecessary 

and weak. An 

improvement 

proposed by 

Ivkov would be 24 a3 followed 
by b4. 

24 ... 

25 a3 

a6 

Now it is too late and it is a 
mistake. 

25 ... 

Bd7 

26 h4 

27 cxb5 

b5 

27 Bd3 was better. 

27 ... 

axb5 

28 Bxb5 

Bxb5 

29 Nxb5 

Nxe4 

30 Re2 

Rhb8 

31 Rxe4 

Rxb5 


The rook ending is difficult 
for White. His “d” pawn is 
weak and the threat of f5-e4- 
Kf6-Ke5 is deadly. 

32 a4 Rb7 33 Ral f5 34 Rc4 
Kf6 35 g4 e4 36 h5 Rab8 37 
Rbl gxh5 38 gxf5 Kxf5 39 a5 
Ke5 40 a6 Kxd5 41 axb7 Kxc4 
42 Rdl Rxb7 43 Rxd6 Rh7 44 
b3+ Kb5 45 Re6 h4 46 Rxe4 
h3. White resigned. 


VII 

BENKO-FISCHER 
Candidates 1962 


1 g3 

Nf6 

2 Bg2 


3 e4 

d6 

4 d4 

Bg7 

5 Ne2 

0-0 

6 0-0 

7 Nbc3 

e5 



It is instructive to study the 
system Benko applied in 
Curasao against the King’s 
Indian. White does not play c4 
and he is not so strong in the 
centre, but at the same time 
counter-action against White’s 
centre is more difficult. The 
other element — the position of 
the knight on e2 — is a dis¬ 
advantage for White. 

7 ... c6 


Fischer chooses the usual 
King’s Indian method. His plan 
is to exchange on d4 later on 
and move his knight to c5. 
When White’s pawn stands on 
c4 and when the squares d4, c4 
and b4 are therefore weaker, the 
method has more sense. It will 
be seen here to be highly doubt¬ 
ful. Benko-Tal from the same 
tournament went 6 ... Nbd7 

7 Nbc3 c6 8 a4 a5 9 b3 Re8 
10 Ba3 Qc7 11 Qd2 e5 
12 Radi exd4 13 Nxd4 and 
Black did not equalize. 

There is only one good move 
here — 7 ... Nc6. If c4 has not 
been played, then the normal 
counter-play cannot work. 
Minic-Hulak, Vinkovci 1974, 
continued: 8 dxe5 dxe5 9 Bg5 
Nd4 (Encyclopaedia of Chess 
Openings wrongly gives 
9 ... Be6 when 10 Nd5 is 
favourable for White) 10 Nxd4 
exd4 11 Nd5 and here instead 
of 11 ... c6 12 e5 cxd5 13 Qxd4 
Black had 11... Be6 12 e5 
Bxd5 13 exf6 Bh8 with equal 
play. On 8 Rel simply 

8 ... Bd7. 

8 a4 Nbd7 

9 a5 

Spatial advantage is an 
important element. 

9 ... exd4 

10 Nxd4 Nc5 


11 h3 

Re8 

12 Rel 

Nfd7 

13 Be3 

Qel 

On 13 ... No5 there is 14 Qe2 

followed by 14. 

11 is clear now 

that without c4 

While has no 

weaknesses and 

that Black has 

been forced 

into passive 

defence. 


14 f4 

Rb8 

15 Qd2 

b5 

16 axb6 

a\b6 

17 b4 

Ne6 

18 b5 


Well played. 

As a conse- 

quence Black will be saddled 

with a backward pawn. 

18 ... 

Nxd4 

19 Bxd4 

Bxd4 + 

20 Qxd4 

c5 

21 Qd2 

Bb7 

22 Radi 

Re6 
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23 e5 

Positional superiority will be 

transformed into 

a pawn plus. 

23 ... 

Bxg2 

24 Kxg2 

Qb7 + 

25 Kf2 

Rd8 

26 exd6 

Nf6 

27 Rxe6 

fxe6 

28 Qe3 

Kf7 

29 Qf3 

Qb8 

30 Ne4 

Nxe4 + 

31 Qxe4 

Rd7 

If 31 ... Rxd6, 

then 32 Qe5 

Rd8 33 Rd7 + . 

32 Qc6 

Qd8 

33 Kf3 

Kg7 

34 g4 

e5 

Otherwise Black would die 

slowly. 

35 fxe5 

Rf 7 + 

36 Kg2 

Qh4 

37 Rfl 

Rxfl 

38 Kxfl 

Qxh3 + 

39 Qg2 

Qe3 

40 Qe2 

Qh3 + 


and Black resigned. 


VIII 

PIRC-UDOVCIC 
Yugoslav Championship 1954 

1 Nf3 Nf6 

2 d4 g6 


3 b3 Bg7 

4 Bb2 0-0 

5 g3 d6 

5 ... d5 (or 5 ... a5) equalizes 
completely, but the text is also 
quite good. 


6 Bg2 Nbd7 
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6 ... Nfd7, as in Olafsson- 
Kavalek, Beverwijk 1969, is 
rather unnatural and after 
7 Nc3 e5 8 Qd2 Re8 9 dxe5 
Nxe5 10 Nxe5 Bxe5 11 0-0-0 
White was able to start a violent 
attack on Black’s castled king. 

9 ... dxe5 was better. 6 ... e5 is 
too early. For example, dxe5 
Ng4 8 h3 Nxe5 9 Nxe5 Bxe5 

10 Bxe5 dxe5 11 Qxd8 Rxd8 
12 Nd2 is followed by 0-0-0 
and the better ending, Barcza- 
Yudovich, 1966. 

7 0-0 e5 

8 dxe5 Ng4 

9 c4 


9 Nbd2 gives the well-known 
game Eliskases-Najdorf, Mar 
del Plata 1948, which went 
9 ... Ngxe5 10 Nxe5 Nxc5 
11 Rbl d5. More logical is 

9 Qd2 Re8 10 h3 when 

10 ... Nh6 11 Na3dxe5 12 Nc4 
f6 followed by ... Nf7 leads to a 
somewhat passive but very firm 
position. It should be 
mentioned here that in later 
years Pirc, an expert on this 
variation, preferred 9 Nc3. His 
game against Beni, Hamburg 
1955, went 9 ... dxe5 (Pirc con¬ 
sidered 9 ... Ngxe5 was better) 

10 e4 c6 11 a4 a5 (unnecessary; 

11 ... Re8 was better) 12 Nd2 
Nb6 13 Qe2 Be6 14 Na2 Qc7 
15 Ncl c5 16 c4 and White was 
superior. 

9 ... dxe5 

There is no reason to hurry 
and 9 ... Re8 was in order, then 
10 h3 Nh6 11 Nc3 dxe5 12 e4 
c6 13 Qc2 f6 14 Radi leads to 
the standard position where 
... Nf7 and ... Qc7, gives Black 
approximate equality. In 
Kholmov-Gufeld, “zonal cham¬ 
pionship” Moscow 1969, Black 
committed a serious error with 
14 ... Qe7 and after 15 Qcl 
Nf7 16 Ba3 Qd8 17 Nh2 Qb6 
18 Ng4 f5 19 exf5 gxf5 20 Ne3 
was in trouble. 

10 h3 Nh6 


11 Nc3 15 

Such “active” moves should 
be avoided. 11 ... f6 is 
preferable. 

12 Qd2 



Planning to meet 12 ... Nc5 
by 13 Qe3. 

12 ... Nf7 

13 Radi c6 

14 e4 

A strong and deep move, 
opening the game to White’s 


advantage. 

14 ... 

Bh6 

15 Qc2 

f4 

16 gxf4 

Bxf4 

17 Ne2 

Qf6 

What else? 

18 Nxf4 

Qxf4 

19 Bel 

Qf6 

20 Nh2 
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Provoking ... g5, which is 
necessary to prevent f4. 


20 ... 

g5 

21 h4 

h6 

21 ... gxh4 22 
for Black. 

f'4 is not easier 

22 hxg5 

hxg5 

23 Ng4 

Qg6 

23 ... Qg7 was better. 

24 Bb2 

Re8 

25 Qc3 

Nf6 

26 Nxf6 + 

27 Rd3 

Qxf6 

The rook on 

the third rank 

becomes a serious threat. White 

intends Rg3 and f4. 

27 ... 

Kh7 

28 Rf3 

Qg6 

29 Rg3 

30 Bf3 

Qf6 

Suddenly Kg2, Bh5 and Rhl 

become possible. 

Black is lost. 

30 ... 

Re7 

31 Kg2 

Bd7 

32 Ba3 

Ree8 

33 BK5 

Be6 

34 Bel 

Rg8 

35 Bxf7 

Qxf7 

36 Qxe5 

Rg7 

37 Rhl + 

38 Bb2. 
Black resigned. 

Kg8 


IX 

SMYSLOV-UHLMANN 
Moscow 1967 

1 Nf3 Nf6 

2 b4 g6 

3 Bb2 Bg7 

4 c4 0-0 

5 e3 



b4 allows the fianchetto and 
at the same Lime seizes space on 
the Q-wing. It is more aggres¬ 
sive than b3 but more sensitive, 
too. 

At this point of the opening 
White can fianchetto the King’s 
bishop, too. Taimanov- 
Gligoric, 1962, continued: 5 g3 
c6 6 Bg2 a5 7 bxa5 Qxa5 8 0-0 
d6 9 d3 Qh5 10 Nbd2 Bh3 with 
equal play. It is useful to com¬ 
pare another instructive game, 
Smyslov-Spassky, USSR cham¬ 
pionship 1961, which went: 


1 Nf3 d5 2 g3 Nf6 3 Bg2 g6 
4 b4 Bg7 5 Bb2 0-0 6 0-0 Bg4 
7 c4 c6 8 Na3 Nbd7 9 Rcl a5 
10 b5a4 11 d3e5 12 bxc6 bxc6 
13 cxd5 cxd5 14 Nc2 e4, with 
Black having the initiative. 

5 ... c6 

6 Be2 d5 

7 0-0 Bg4 

8 Na3 

There is something unnatural 
about this knight on the edge of 
the board. However, 8 h3 Bxf3, 
or h3 after some preparation 
cannot bring advantage because 
the pawn formation in the 
centre is directed against 
White’s white-squared bishop. 

8 ... Nbd7 

9 b5 

Consistent after Na3, but 
dubious. 

9 ... cxb5 

10 Nxb5 dxc4 

11 Bxc4 a6 

White’s pieces must retreat 
and Black is seizing the in¬ 
itiative. 

12 Nbd4 e5 

13 Ne2 e4 

14 Nfd4 Rc8 

15 Bb3 Nc5 

16 Ba3 Nfd7 

17 Rcl Qa5 

18 Bxc5 Nxc5 


19 h3 Bxe2 

20 Nxe2 Rcd8 

The right rook to increase the 
pressure on d2. 

21 Ng3 Be 5 

Naturally, not 21 ... Rxd2 
because of 22 Rxc5, but 
21 ... Rfe8 was in order. The 
text could not be called 
cautious. 



22 Rxc5 Qxc5 

23 Nxe4 Qe7 

24 Qf3 Kh8 

25 d4 Bd6 

Illogical. White now seizes his 
opportunity, while Black seems 
confused by the sudden change. 

26 Nf6 Bb8 27 g3 Rd6 28 
Ne4 Rb6 29 h4 f5 30 Nd2 Rd6 
31 Nc4 Rdd8 32 Na5 Rd7 33 
Rdl Qb4 34 Nc4 Bc7 35 Nb2 
Qe7 36 Na4 b6 37 Rcl f4 
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This was bad, but it will pass 
unpunished. 

38 exf4 Qf6 

39 Nc3 

Why not 39 d5? 

39 ... Qxd4 

40 m5 Bd8 

41 h5 gxh5 

42 Qxh5 Be7 

43 Qf3 Bc5 

44 Rdl Qb2 

45 Rel a5 

White cannot attack the 
position of his opponent’s king 
and Uhlmann now starts 
pushing his pawn majority, 
Which gives him the advantage. 

46 Re2 Qd4 

47 a4 Rd6 

With the idea of ... Rh6 and 
threats to White’s king. 

48 Kg2 Rh6 

49 Qc3 Qxc3 

50 Nxc3 Rd6 

51 Ne4 Rd7 

51 ... Re8 keeps the advan¬ 
tage. The text is illogical. 

52 Ng5 Bb4 

There is no point in this 
move. 


55 Rc6 Re7 

56 Be6 

The tables are turned again. 
There is no way to prevent the 
advance of White’s pawns. 

56 ... Bd4 57 f5 Kg7 58 g4 
Rb7 59 f4 Rd8 60 g5 Bc5 61 
Kf3 Bf8 62 Bc8 Ra7 63 f6 + 
Kh8 64 f5 Ra8 65 Be6 Rd3 + 
66 Kf4. Black resigned. 

x 

POLUGAYEVSKY- 
KAVALEK 
Solingen 1974 

1 d4 Nf6 

2 c4 c5 

3 d5 d6 

4 Nc3 g6 

5 e4 Bg7 

6 Bd3 0-0 

7 h3 



53 Re6 

54 Ne4 


Be 7 
Bc5 
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The usual move order where 
White applies h3 is this: 1 d4 
Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 Nc3 Bg7 4 e4 d6 

5 Nf3 0-0. If White continues 

6 Be3 he might tempt Black in¬ 
to 6 ... Ng4 7 Bg5 c5 8 d5 h6 

9 Bh4 a6 10 a4 Nd7 11 Be2 
Ngf6 12 Nd2 with advantage. 
However, 6 ... e5 is quite good. 
For example, 7 dxe5 dxe5 
8 Qxd8 Rxd8 9 Nd5 Rd7 

10 0-0-0 Nc6 with equal play. 
h3 is not meant just to 
prevent ... Ng4. After 6 ... c5 

7 d5 e5 White can choose 8 g4, 
preventing Nh5 and at the same 
time preparing for the conse¬ 
quent K-wing action. If Black 
decides upon 6 ... e5 7 d5 c6 
then 8 Be3 cxd5 9 cxd5 Nbd7 
10 Be2 Nc5 11 Nd2 is in 
White’s favour. Following 
6 ... e5 7 d5 there is another 
line — 7 ... Nbd7 8 Be3 Nc5, 
but after 9 Nd2 a5 10 g4 
White’s position is to be prefer¬ 
red. In all these continuations 
the purpose of h3 becomes 
apparent, and there is another 
point to it. With g4 being under 
control, and ... Bg4 prevented, 
White’s King’s bishop is better 
placed at d3 whence it can sup¬ 
port the advance of the “f” 
pawn. 

7 ... e6 

8 Nf3 exd5 

9 exd5 Re8 + 


9 ... Re8+ is not the only 
choice. A serious alternative is 

9 ... Na6 — Nc7. From cl the 
knight supports ... b5 and 
covers the square e6 which 
might become weakened if 
Black is later forced into play¬ 
ing ... f5. 

10 Be3 Nb5 

In Manila 1976, the cautious 
Andersson, playing against 
Gheorghiu got tempted into 

10 ... Bh6 11 0-0 Bxe3 

12 fxe3. Since 12 ... Rxe3 

13 Qd2 Re8 14 Qh6 is clearly 
dangerous, he continued 
12 ... Qe7 13 e4 Nbd7 and after 

14 Rf2 Rf8 15 Qd2 Ne8 
16 Rafl a6 17 a3 Ra7 18 Bc2, 
preparing the infiltration via a4, 
White had the better of it. 
10 ... Na6 was still a good alter¬ 
native. 

11 0-0 f5 

This was prepared by ... Nh5 
and represents a defensive 
measure. Sooner or later White 
will withdraw his knight from f3 
and advance his pawns, limiting 
Black’s manoeuvring space. 
There’s nothing more 
dangerous than waiting pas¬ 
sively. Naturally, there is a 
drawback to ... Nh5 and ... f5 
— the weakened square e6, but 
that can be covered by pieces. 
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12 Qd2 

If 12 Bg5, then 12 ... Bf6 
and 13 Qd2 Na6 followed 
by ... Nc7 

12 ... Nd7 

13 Rael Ndf6 

13 ... Ne5 was a good 
answer. For instance: 14 Nxe5 
Bxe5 15 Bg5 Qb6. 

14 Bh6 Bd7 

15 Bxg7 Nxg7 

If Black recaptures with his 
king, Polugayevsky demon¬ 
strated 16 Ng5 h6 17 Ne6 + 
Bxe6 18 dxe6 Qc8 19 Be2 Rxe6 
20 Bxh5 Nxh5 21 Nd5 and 
Black would be in trouble. By 
taking with the knight Black 
controls the critical square once 
more. 

16 Rxe8 + Qxe8 

17 a3 

One of the reasons for the 
early manoeuvre Na6-Nc7 is to 
force White to play a4. Now 
White can combine play on 
both wings. 

17 ... a5 

Better was 17 ... Qf8 18 b4 
b6. The text creates a hole at b5. 

18 Bc2 

A strong move. At a pro¬ 
pitious moment White might 


have the chance to exchange 
bishops enhancing his domi¬ 
nation of the weak White 
squares b5 and e6. 

18 ... Qf8 

19 Rel Re8 

20 Rxe8 

20 Ba4 would be answered by 
20 ... Bxa4 followed by ... 
Rxel 4 - and ... Qe8. 

20 ... Qxe8 

21 Qg5 Qe7 

21 ... Kf7 was in order. Black 
should not have allowed Ba4. It 
is curious Polugayevsky missed 
this precious chance to reach a 
superior ending. 

22 Kfl Nge8 

23 Qh6 

Now' 23 Ba4 fails because of 
23 ... Bxa4 24 Nxa4 Qe4. 

23 ... Nc7 

24 Bd3 

White has to take into con¬ 
sideration ... b5. 

24 ... Qe8 

25 Qg5 Kg7 

One of the Black knights has 
finally reached his destination 
at c7. The game is level and the 
more cautious 25 ... Kf7 would 
have avoided the. following 
complications. 
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26 Nh4 Qe5 

27 f4 Qd4 


Analysis shows that 27 ... 
Qe3 saves the game. After 
28 Bxf5 there is the strange- 
looking but excellent 28 ... 
Ncxd5 29 cxd5 Nh5 30 Ne2 
Bb5, which indicates that White 
has to accept the perpetual 
check with 29 Nxd5 Nxd5 
30 Bxd7 Qcl + etc. The text is a 
mistake in time trouble which 
leads to defeat. 

28 Bxf5 Qxc4 + 

29 Kgl Ncxd5 

30 Bxd7 Qxf4 

30 ... Nxc3 loses to 31 Nf5 + . 

31 Qxf4 Nxf4 32 Bb5 d5 33 
Nf3 d4 34 Na4 Ne4 35 Ne5 Ne6 
36 Bc4 Nc7 37 Bd3 b5 38 Bxe4 
bxa4 39 Bd3 Ne6 40 Bc4 Nf4 
41 Kf2. Black resigned. 


I.ARSl -N-KAVALFK 
Match 1970 


1 

c4 

Nt‘6 

2 

Nc3 


3 

e4 

<16 

4 

d4 

Bg7 

5 

Nf3 

0-0 

6 

h3 

e5 

7 

d5 

Nh5 


A dangerous move. Black is 
ready for ... f5 and perhaps 
... Nf4. 


An excellent reply. ... t'5 is 
thwarted for the moment and 
White is ready for g3 control¬ 
ling the square f4. 

8 ... Bf6 

Kavalek playing the White 
side in Caracas the same year 
answered 8 ... c5 with 9 Be2 
Nf4 10 Bf3 f5 11 h4 followed 
by g3 and advantage. 

On 8 ... Qe8 grandmaster 
Bagirov playing against Vukic 
in Banjaluka 1976, continued 
9 Be2 Nf4 10 Bf3 f5 II g3 
Nxh3 12 Bg2 fxe4 13 Be3 with 
a favourable position. The text 
vacates g7 for the knight which 
is as passive as it looks. 

9 Be2 Ng7 

(see folio wing diagram) 

10 h4 
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Other moves are no better. 

16 0-0-0 Nd7 

17 Rdgl 

Although shut behind enemy 
lines, White’s queen is not in 
danger and he has enough time 
to activate other pieces. 

17 ... Rf7 

18 Nf3 Nf8 

19 Nxg5 Rf6 

20 Qxg7 + 

Whatever Black does, White Black is lost but the process 

will prise open the K-side files. of realization is instructive. 

10 ... Bxh4 

11 Qd2 

Another original move. The 
queen is moved to an attacking 
position. 

11 ... h5 

12 Qh6 Be7 

13 g4 g5 

What else? 

14 gxh5 f5 

15 Bd2 f4 


20 ... Kxg? 21 Ne6 + Kh7 22 
Nxd8 Bxd8 23 Bg4 Bxg4 24 
Rxg4 Rf7 25 f3 Nd7 26 Bel a6 
27 Ndl Bf6 28 Nf2 Rg8 29 
Rxg8 Kxg8 30 Ng4 Rh7 31 Bf2 
Kf7 32 b4 b6 33 Kd2 Be7 
34 Kd3 Rh8 35 a4 Ra8 

This makes it easy for White. 

35 Nh6 + Kf8 36 Rgl Ke8 
37 Rg8+ Bf8 38 Bh4 a5 39 b5 
Nc5 + 40 Ke2 Nxa4 41 Nf5 
Kf7 42 Rgl. Black resigned. 
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1 d4 Nf6 2 c4g6 3 Nc3 Bg7 4 e4d6 5 f4 
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5 ... c5 6 dxc5 



Kcres-Fuderer 

2 




Geller-Gligoric 

4 
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8 dxe6 
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20 
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8 

i 



Uhlmann-Geller 

10 

\ CLASSICAL with 5 Nf3 and 6 Be2 




1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 Nc3 Bg7 4 e4 d6 5 Nf3 0-0 6 

Be2 



6 ... Bg4 



Ander sson-An tunuc 

24 

6 ... e5 7 d5 Nbd7 8 Bg5 h6 

9 Bh4 a6 


Petrosian-Gligoric 

31 

} 

9 ... g5 


O’Kelly-Gligoric 

33 
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35 
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Petrosian-Lutikov 

37 

7 ... c5 
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Gligoric-Geller 

42 
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44 

7 0-0 Nbd7 8 Rbl 
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8 Rel c6 

9 Rbl 
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58 
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51 

8 d5 



Keene-Minic 
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Gligoric-Fischer 

29 

7 ... Nc6 8 d5 Ne7 

9 Bd2 


T aimano v-Fischer 

76 


9 Nd2 


Taimanov-Tatai 

78 




Korchnoi-Gligoric 

79 


9 d5 


Larsen-Fischer 

81 


9 b4 


Petrosian-Gligoric 

83 




Schmidt-Hubner 

85 


9 Nel Nd7 10 

Be3 

Eliskases-Gligoric 

87 
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Index of Variations 


241 




10 Nd3 

Larsen-Tal 

89 

9 ... a6 


Csom-Ghitescu 

181 




Gligoric-Fischer 

91 



Portisch-Van der 




10 f3 

Larsen-Tal 

92 



Sterren 

183 


7 Be3 Nbd7 


Reshevsky-Byrne 

69 



SpasskyTvkov 

184 


7 ... c6 


Reshevsky-Geller 

71 

6 Nc3 Nbd7 7 0-0 e5 

8 e4 RcK 

Botvinnik-Boleslavsky 

134 


7 ... Ng4 


Reshevsky-Najdorf 

73 


8 ... e6 

Bolvinnik-Smyslov 

136 


7 ... Qe7 


Gheorghiu-Diez del 




Donner-Fi,scher 

138 




Corral 

74 



ZUa-Bronstein 

139 








Botvinnik-Smyslov 

145 

CLASSICAL with 5 Be2 and 6 Bg5 






SmcjkaLMinic 

160 

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 Nc3 Bg7 4 e4 a6 5 Bel 0- 

-0 6 Bg5 c5 7 d5 




Polugayevsky-Uhlmann 163 

7 ... a6 



Lombard-Gligoric 

59 



Marovic-Bajec 

165 

7 ... e6 



Forintor-Marovic 

61 


8 .. exd4 

Larsen-Stein 

141 

7 ... h6 

8 Bf4 


Uhlmann-Adorjan 

64 



Kotov-Geller 

143 




Lengyel-Antimac 

66 


8 ... Re8 




8 Be3 


Uhlmann-Byrne 

68 

9 h3 exd4 


Ribli-Planinc 

147 








Diesen-Browne 

148 

sAmisch variation 






Smejkal-Planinc 

151 

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 b 6 3 Nc3 Be7 4 c4 d6 5 f3 




9 ... Qb6 10 d5 


Botvinnik-Tal 

152 






10 Rbl 


Reshevsky*Lombardy 

155 

5 ... 0-0 

6 Nge2 c5 7 Be3 


Bobotsov^Tal 

96 

10 Rel Re8 11 d5 

Marovic-Enklaar 

156 


7 Bg5 


Stoltz-Gligoric 

98 


1! Nc5 

Marovic-Tatai 

157 


6 Be3 e5 7 dxe5 


Botvinnik-Tal 

103 

10 exd4 


Osnos-Nikitin 

159 


7 Nge2 


Kotov-Smyslov 

105 

6 ... Nc6 7 0-0 e5 

8 d5 Ne7 




7 d5 Nh5 


Karpov-Velimirovifc 

107 

9 c5 Nd7 


Korchnoi-Fischer 

194 




Geller-Gligoric 

109 

9 ... Ne8 


Ivkov-Ujtumen 

196 


7 ... c6 


Tal-Gligoric 

111 

9 e4 Ne8 


Geller-Uhlmann 

198 




Polugayevsky-Geller 

114 

9 ... Nd7 


Marovic-Stupica 

200 


6 ... b6 


Polugayevsky-Gufeld 

120 

7 ... a6 


Korchnoi-Lee 

202 


6 ... Nc6 


Petrosian-Hort 

126 



Stein-Ribli 

205 

5 ... e5 



Tal-Tolush 

100 

7 ... Bf5 

8 Nel 

Portisch-Tal 

207 

5 ... c6 

6 Be3 a6 7 Bd3 


Petrosian-GIigoric 

116 


8 Rel 

Geller-Westerinen 

208 


7 Qd2 


Spassky-Evans 

118 

7 ... Bg4 

8 h3 

Liebert-Tal 

210 


6 ... Nc6 


Romanishin- 



8 d5 

Marovic-Westerinen 

212 




Cseshkovsky 

122 

4 ... c5 5 d5 d6 6 Nc3 0-0 7 Nf3 Na6 

8 0-0 Nc7 


5 ... a6 



Gheorghiu-Andersson 

125 

9 a4 Rb6 

10 Nel 

Petrosian-GIigoric 

186 







10 Bf4 

Korchnoi-Gligoric 

189 

FIANCHETTO VARIATION 






Marovic-Kaplan 

190 

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 g3 Bg7 4 Bg2 




6 Nf3 e6 


Vaganian-Velimirovic 

192 

4 ... 0-0 

5 Nf3 d6 6 0-0 Nbd7 


Donner-Euwe 

131 








Donner-Szabo 

132 

RARE VARIATIONS 





6 ... c6 7 Nc3 


Ivkov-Kavalek 

166 

1 d4 Nf6 2 Nf3 g6 3 Bf4 


Bondarevsky-Bronstein 214 




Portisch-Torre 

168 

3 Bg5 


Trifunovic-Marovic 

216 


7 ... a6 


Korchnoi-Diez del 


3 b3 


Pirc-Udovcic 

228 




Corral 

169 

2 c4 g6 3 g3 


Botvinnik-Smyslov 

218 


6 ... c5 7 dxc5 


Najdorf-Boleslavsky 

171 

3 Nc3 Bg7 4 Bg5 


Smyslov-Gligoric 

220 


7 Nc3 


Spassky-Tal 

173 

4 e4 d6 

5 Bg5 

Vospernik-Marovic 

222 


7 0-0 Nc6 

8 d5 Na5 




5 Nge2 

Taimanov-Ivkov 

224 


9 Nd2 e5 

10 a3 

Pachmann-Gligoric 

175 


5 Nf3 

Larsen-Kavalek 

235 



10 e4 

Geller-Langeweg 

178 

1 g3 Nf6 2 Bg2 g6 3 e4 d6 4 d4 Bg7 

5 Ne2 

Benko-Fischer 

226 




Geller-Velimirovic 

179 

1 







242 


Index of Variations 


i Nf3 Nf6 2 b4 g6 3 Bb2 Bg7 4 c4 0-0 5 e3 and 

6 g3 Smyslov-Uhlmann 

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 c5 3 d5 d6 4 Nc3 g6 5 e4 Bg7 

6 Bd3 0-0 7 h3 


230 


Potugayevsky-Kavalek 232 



